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CPA statement on the Reza Shahabi, Iranian trade unionist of hunger

strike

The Communist Party of Australia condemns in the strongest possible
terms the treatment of trade unioinst Reza Shahabi currently on hunger

strike in the Rajai Shahr Prison in Iran.

Reza Shahabi is a member of the board of directors of the Union of
Workers of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company. He and other
members of the union are prescuted and imprisoned for their vital work
of creating an organisation independant of government and employers
in order to serve its own members. For this reason Reza Shahabi and
others have been fired, imprisoned and beaten.

Reza Shahabi was arrested in 2010 and sentenced to five years in prison.
While serving his five-year sentence, Shahabi was again called to court
and sentenced to an additional year in jail. Due to the physical harm
caused by violent treatment in prison, he had to undertake two surgical
interventions to his neck and waist. While his medical leave from jail was
ordered by his doctors, the security forces and judicial authorities who
oversaw the illegal proceedings against him, considered the entire period
of medical leave for Reza Shahabi to be an absence from jail and that he
should remain in prison for another 968 days.

Reza has been on hunger strike for protesting this unlawful and unfair
ruling. This brave trade unionist, who is a bus driver and a board
member of the Union of Workers of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus
Company, has been on hunger strike since 9 August, 2017.

The Communist Party of Australia adds its voice to the many others
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across the world demanding the immediate release of from prison of
Reza Shahabi and an end to the persecution of trade unionists in Iran.
Bob Briton

General Secretary

Communist Party of Australia

L) i 515 3S 5 s Aualadl i dsnd Ailale duda 4alinled
sae dielanl 5 g by b (Sias

YoV el Y4

GeSa b pala o 2 aS e dieland 5 (e L) O (S 5o L (G S 5 ol dpalad] Dlale dula
013 e I GG 23 casara (Kivsar 503 5 Culan S a0 ke Gl Gl s HLET 2

355 L ol a) i n oh 5 asiSE 4 al el el Sy 55 8IS (sla sl slae ) () sie 4n s oS cpl
03 S 138 e

o B 2 358 85 )he Dl (LB Olsie 4 ) e dielenl 5 (e a8 ke Wil 1) GIES 5 ool o) RS
IOV I G R [ RV B K DU P P I RGN PR PSR YS

A G Ol L plad sl i (il 5 e Alalie 48 il A e (Wil s i) dii s il ) L
Aaa kel ol clg jaaa JiE RS juul 5 o) S

Ay gt o))y )L dalindad oyl

s 4l Alale A

KA A

el Ay ded W) i) )y (RES 5 el agala) aalindod

The Maritime Union of Australia National Office
Paddy Crumlin - National Secretary I Will Tracey - Deputy National Secretary

Ian Bray and Warren Smith - Assistant National Secretaries
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Resolution of the Sydney Branch Monthly Meeting

Solidarity for Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi August 29, 2017

The MUA Sydney monthly meeting expresses its wholehearted
support and solidarity for Reza Shahabi and Esmail Abdi who are
currently fighting the murderous Iranian theocracy.

These unionists are engaged in a hunger strike in opposition to their
torture and treatment as trade unionists and democrats.

Maritime workers recognise the fight of Reza Shahabi and Esmail
Abdi as being part of our own struggle and calls on the Iranian
government to immediately release these political prisoners.

We call on the Turnbull Government to intervene and seek the
release of these brave unionists from their torturous and murderous
captors in the Iranian Government.

Carried Unanimously Sydney Branch Monthly Meeting

Warren Smith
Assistant National Secretary
Maritime Union of Australia

Level 2 365-375 Sussex Street
Sydney NSW 2000

02 9267 9134 (MUA-National)
02 9261 3481 (fax)

0400 368 945 (mobile)
warren.smith@mua.org.au
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Communist Party of Australia

CPA MARITIME BRANCH
C/- 74 Buckingham St Email: peace@mira.net
Surry Hills NSW Website:cpamaritime.weet

Facebook: maritime.bran
Twitter:(@CpaMaritime

To Iran Workers

Re: On 11" day of Reza Shahabi’s hunger strike

Dear Comrades,

Wherever workers struggle for better wages and conditions there
the Communist Party of Australia Maritime Branch will be in
energetic support for the worker or workers. It does not matter
where in the world we automatically support them! The case of
Reza Shahabi organizer for Syndicate of workers of Tehran and
Suburbs Bus Company, is very disturbing. No self-respecting
country would jail a worker and a trade union organizer for
workers’ rights for nearly 1,000 days or 3 plus years. The workers
covered by this union perform a valuable and essential service for
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the people of Tehran namely to get to where they want to go and
back again. These workers have a tremendous responsibility and
they should be justly paid for this work. A union representing these
workers and its leadership is not doing illegal work but work
recognized by many world bodies including the UN.

We call on the Government of Iran to follow the accepted norms
about workers’ rights and allow them to organize and agitate for
better conditions. After all it is part of the UN declaration on Civil

and Political Rights quoted below

Article 22

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with
others, including the right to form and join trade unions for the
protection of his interests.

It is completely unacceptable for a juridical system to jail for nearly
a 1,000 days a union organizer for ordinary workers. There is no
alternative we call on you to release REZA SHABABI immediately
for the sake of your country’s reputation for human rights. We call
on you to release Reza for the sake of his health and for the rights
of workers in Iran. There is no excuse for this inhumane treatment
of Reza.

There is many enemies of Iran in the world today and as a country
you need to show the world that what they say about how
oppressive and horrible you are in the West is Not true. Your
treatment REZA shows that the propaganda about your country that
we read might be true. For the sake of your international
reputation, the good work you are doing in Syria to defend their
rights it 1s essential that you release Reza immediately. He must
not die in prison neither should any worker in Iran who stands up
for workers rights be persecuted and killed like Shahrokh Zamani.

We will be alerting many workers in Australia of the total
oppressiveness of your government should you not release Reza

safe and sound.

Yours sincerely
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Denis Doherty
Asst Branch Treasurer
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