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US Struggles With Fighting Between Turkey, Syrian 

Kurds, Two Key Allies 
US warnings and calls for restraint have failed, and Turkey has invaded Syria’s Afrin 

District, beginning what could be a protracted battle with the US-backed Kurdish YPG. 

Two major US allies are in open conflict. 

 

US troops patrol near Manbij 

US allies have often clashed in the course of the Syrian War, but this is shaping up to be a 

long military campaign by Turkey, which has been looking to push against the Kurds for 

quite some time. 

The US is so far just calling for “restraint,” but their involvement in the fight could come 

quite quickly, as Turkish officials have repeatedly said after Afrin, they’ll be attacking the 

YPG-held city of Manbij, a city that has US troops embedded within. 

The US initially sent troops to Manbij to try to deter a Turkish invasion, betting they 

wouldn’t want to risk causing casualties to a fellow NATO member. That the fight is 

already ongoing now may change that calculation. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/22/world/middleeast/turkey-syria-kurds-us.html?mtrref=www.google.com&gwh=16E281866CAA3F7DE0B52F00CF2E6A5C&gwt=pay
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/22/world/middleeast/turkey-syria-kurds-us.html?mtrref=www.google.com&gwh=16E281866CAA3F7DE0B52F00CF2E6A5C&gwt=pay
https://www.voanews.com/a/as-us-looks-to-rein-in-turkish-offensive-manbij-is-key-/4219777.html
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Moreover, Turkey has been complaining about US support for the Kurds for years, and is 

now demanding that the US totally end all connections with the YPG if they want to 

“work together,” something the US is unlikely to do. 

US intentions to keep troops in Syria for the long-term depend heavily on the idea of the 

YPG retaining a lot of territory to host those US troops within. Finding a way to retain that 

territory while still giving Turkey the major anti-Kurdish offensive they want is going to 

be a struggle, and one which could do long-term harm to US-Turkey relations. 

 


