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US and Turkey Agree to Work Toward Deal on 

Manbij 
 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu confirmed Friday that he met with US 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, and the two reaffirmed a pledge to cooperate on the 

Syrian city of Manbij. A similar deal was reached between Cavusoglu and former 

Secretary Rex Tillerson. 

 

Pompeo and Turkish FM Cavusoglu 

Pompeo, who was confirmed Thursday, arrived in Brussels on Friday,and met with a 

number of NATO officials, including Cavusoglu. Turkey has been threatening to attack 

Manbij for quite some time, despite the presence of US troops within. 

Turkey doesn’t necessarily object to US troops being in Manbij, but objects to US-backed 

Kurds being there. The cooperation deal sets up a mechanism for the US and Turkey to 

decide how to resolve Manbij. 

https://www.dailysabah.com/diplomacy/2018/04/27/turkey-will-move-with-us-in-syrias-manbij-fm-cavusoglu-says-after-pompeo-meeting
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That’s not easy, however, as Turkey envisions the deal involving the expulsion of the 

Kurds. The US clearly doesn’t picture scrapping its alliance with the Kurdish YPG, 

however, which is why previous pledges to cooperate have never produced a final deal. 

 


