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US-led Strikes Kill 100 Syrian Civilians as Amnesty 

Reports Potential War Crimes in Raqqa 
US and coalition warplanes over the past several weeks have been pounding areas of 

Syria’s Deir Ezzor and al-Hasaka provinces still controlled by Islamic State militants, 

reportedly killing around 100 civilians, including more than 30 children, in the process. 

This, as the human rights group Amnesty International released a scathing report on 

Tuesday accusing the United States of possible war crimes during the battle to capture the 

de facto IS capital of Raqqa last year.  

The deadliest recent air strike killed at least 24 civilians, including as many as 14 

children, while they slept in their homes in the village of al-Qasr on May 1. Local and 

international media reported the victims, who included children as young as five months 

old, were from two families.   Both the US-led coalition and Iraq have been blamed for 

the killings; both reported conducting air strikes in the area that day.  

The town of Baghouz in Deir Ezzor was repeatedly bombed throughout May and June, 

with the UK-based monitor group Airwars and local media reporting 12 civilians killed in 

a May 10 US-led attack, another nine residents, including three children, killed in a May 

31 strike and three more people killed on June 4, according to the UK-based Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR).  

Hadaj, in al-Hasaka province, reportedly lost 22 residents in three US-led coalition 

bombings in recent weeks. Airwars and local media reported five women and four 

children died in a May 12 strike, while Al Jazeera and other media and monitor groups 

said at least eight members of a single family, including four children, died in a May 31 

https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/08/us-led-strikes-kill-100-syrian-civilians-as-amnesty-reports-potential-war-crimes-in-raqqa/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/08/us-led-strikes-kill-100-syrian-civilians-as-amnesty-reports-potential-war-crimes-in-raqqa/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180502-23-civilians-killed-in-syria-in-suspected-us-coalition-air-strikes/
http://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/1512304/may-4-military-airstrikes-continue-against-daesh-terrorists-in-iraq-and-syria/
https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/293454/%25D9%2582%25D8%25AA%25D9%2584%25D9%2589-%25D8%25A8%25D9%2582%25D8%25B5%25D9%2581-%25D9%2584%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AD%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2581-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%2589-%25D9%2582%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25AC%25D9%2586%25D9%2588%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582-%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B2%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=smart%2520news%2520agency%2520%2520%2520-%2520%2520%2520%25D9%2588%25D9%2583%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A9%2520%25D8%25B3%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%2520%25D9%2584%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2586%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1
https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/299461/%25D8%25A3%25D9%2583%25D8%25AB%25D8%25B1-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586-%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25B6%25D8%25AD%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7-%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D9%2586%25D9%2587%25D9%2585-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B7%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584-%25D8%25A8%25D8%25BA%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25B9%25D9%2584%25D9%2589-%25D9%2582%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=smart%2520news%2520agency%2520%2520%2520-%2520%2520%2520%25D9%2588%25D9%2583%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A9%2520%25D8%25B3%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%2520%25D9%2584%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2586%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=94346
https://airwars.org/news/coalition-civcas-jan-2018/
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/arabic/2018/6/2/%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7
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US-led strike. SOHR reported a man and his wife were killed by coalition bombing on 

June 2, with Euphrates Post reporting that two of the couple’s children also died in the 

strike.  

Airwars and other monitor and media sources reported 10 civilians killed in five separate 

bombing raids on al-Soussa, in Deir Ezzor, between May 16 and June 3.  

In al-Hasaka province, monitor groups and local media reported eight civilians including 

a pregnant woman and three children reportedly died when warplanes belonging to either 

the US-led coalition or Iraq bombed their house in al-Hammadi village on May 11. As 

many as 14 civilians, five of them children, died in what local media reports 

claimed were attacks with internationally banned cluster bombs on al-Jazza village on 

June 4.  

These latest reports of civilian air strike casualties come as Amnesty International 

released a report titled “‘War of Annihilation’: Devastating Toll on Civilians, Raqqa —

 Syria” detailing what the human rights group calls “potential war crimes,” including 

“disproportionate and indiscriminate attacks” committed by US-led forces that “killed 

and injured thousands of civilians” during the 2017 battle to capture Raqqa from IS 

militants. The report’s title is a reference to an announcement last May by Defense 

Secretary James “Mad Dog” Mattis that the US was escalating from a war of “attrition” 

to one of “annihilation.” Mattis brushed off concerns about innocent Syrians trapped 

between coalition bombs and IS snipers and landmines, stating that in such a fight, 

“civilian casualties are a fact of life.”  

Mattis’ declaration was in line with earlier campaign promises by Donald Trump to 

“bomb the shit out of” IS fighters and “take out their families,” a war crime. After taking 

office, President Trump loosened rules of engagement meant to protect civilian life, with 

disastrous results in not only Syria and Iraq but also in Afghanistan, Somaliaand Yemen.  

On June 6, 2017, just a week after Mattis’ announcement, US and allied local and 

international forces launched the fifth and final phase of the campaign to drive IS from 

Raqqa. As usual, US officials said they were fighting “the most precise air campaign in 

history,” a claim repeated verbatim during the concurrent destruction of Mosul, Iraq, 

where more than 9,000 civilians died as US and coalition forces bombed and shelled their 

way to victory. However, the reality on the ground told a completely different story.  

“The coalition’s claims that its precision air campaign allowed it to bomb IS out of Raqqa 

while causing very few civilian casualties do not stand up to scrutiny,” the new Amnesty 

http://www.syriahr.com/2018/06/03/%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8/
http://stepagency-sy.net/archives/194749
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/87662
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/06/syria-raqqa-in-ruins-and-civilians-devastated-after-us-led-war-of-annihilation/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/may/28/james-mattis-defense-secretary-us-isis-annihilation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWejiXvd-P8
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/05/us/politics/rules-of-engagement-military-force-mattis.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-casualties/afghan-civilian-casualties-from-air-strikes-rise-more-than-50-percent-says-u-n-idUSKBN1CH1SZ
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/23/somali-citizens-count-cost-of-surge-in-us-airstrikes-under-trump
https://theintercept.com/2017/03/09/women-and-children-in-yemeni-village-recall-horror-of-trumps-highly-successful-seal-raid/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/09/15/reports-of-civilian-casualties-from-coalition-strikes-on-isis-are-vastly-inflated-lt-gen-townsend-cjtf-oir/
https://www.apnews.com/bbea7094fb954838a2fdc11278d65460


www.afgazad.com                                                                           afgazad@gmail.com    3 

report states. “On the ground in Raqqa we witnessed a level of destruction comparable to 

anything we’ve seen in decades of covering the impact of wars.” It continued:  

“What leveled the city and killed and injured so many civilians was the US-led 

coalition’s repeated use of explosive weapons in populated areas where they knew 

civilians were trapped. Even precision weapons are only as precise as their choice of 

targets.” 

The report looks at four Raqqa families that lost 90 members, including 39 from one 

family, to US-led air strikes and artillery attacks. The Pentagon said some 30,000 artillery 

rounds, which can have a margin of error of over 100 meters (330 feet), were fired during 

the battle. In densely populated urban areas, the results were devastating.  

“Those who stayed died and those who tried to run away died… we were trapped,” 

recalled air strike survivor Munira Hashish, who finally managed to escape with her 

children by carefully walking over the blood of people who were blown up by IS mines 

as they fled ahead of her.  

One of the most scathing parts of the new report blasts US, Syrian Democratic Forces and 

other allied fighters for wiping out entire families during the final hours of the battle, 

shortly before granting IS fighters safe passage out of the city.  

According to the local monitor group Raqqa is Being Slaughtered Silently, the final 

coalition assault on Raqqa left 1,873 civilians dead and thousands more wounded. The 

group said some 450,000 residents were displaced as coalition forces destroyed around 

90 percent of the city, including thousands of homes, eight hospitals, more than 40 

schools and nearly 30 mosques. United Nations war crimes investigators last June 

condemned the “staggering” loss of innocent life caused by “excessive” US air strikes.   

Airwars estimates a minimum of 6,321 Syrian and Iraqi civilians are likely to have been 

killed by US and coalition bombing and shelling since the anti-IS campaign began in 

September 2014. Estimates of the number of civilians killed during the more than 16 

years of the US-led war against terrorism range from the low hundreds of thousands to 

over 1.3 million. 

Since the nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan in August 1945, the US 

military has killed more innocent civilians than any other armed force in the world, by 

far. 

 

https://airwars.org/news/raqqa-capture/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/06/14/u-n-notes-staggering-loss-of-civilian-life-caused-by-u-s-led-strikes-in-syria/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualty-claims/
https://www.psr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/body-count.pdf

