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Canada Seeks Allies’ Help in Cooling Saudi 

Tensions 
Tensions between Canada and Saudi Arabia continued into Tuesday, with the Saudis 

announcing they are cutting all purchases of Canadian wheat and barley. Saudi allies are 

quickly rushing to their side to issue statements accusing Canada of “meddling” by 

criticizing Saudi arrests of human 

rights workers. 

Egypt said it stands in “solidarity” with 

the Saudis against Canadian meddling, 

while Bahrain accused Canada of 

attempting to undermine Saudi 

Arabia’s sovereignty. Canada is calling 

on allies to help them calm the 

situation, but so far unsuccessfully. 

The US has openly refused to get involved, and Britain only offered a non-committal call 

to “show restraint.” Canadian officials say they’ll also seek help from the United Arab 

Emirates, who will almost certainly take the side of Saudi Arabia. 

While Canada’s expression of concern about the arrests of human rights activists wasn’t 

unusual from their perspective, the Saudi reaction has been extreme. This included a 

Tweet suggesting a 9/11-style attack on Toronto. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/saudi-canada-egypt/egypt-says-it-supports-saudi-arabia-in-rights-row-with-canada-idUSL5N1UY83M
https://www.jpost.com/Breaking-News/Bahrain-says-supports-Saudi-Arabia-in-rights-row-with-Canada-564223
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-canada-diplomacy/canada-to-ask-allies-to-help-cool-saudi-dispute-u-s-offers-no-aid-idUSKBN1KS23G
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-canada-diplomacy/canada-to-ask-allies-to-help-cool-saudi-dispute-u-s-offers-no-aid-idUSKBN1KS23G
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2018/08/canada-saudi-arabia-feud-9-11-tweet.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2018/08/canada-saudi-arabia-feud-9-11-tweet.html
https://twitter.com/TarekFatah/status/1026619135000801280
https://twitter.com/TarekFatah/status/1026619135000801280
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While Canada seems interested in just calming the situation down, signs are that the 

Saudis are interested in continuing to escalate. Using Qatar as an example, the  Saudis can 

clearly drag on a grudge for a very long time. 

 


