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Going Nuclear

The Pentagon Preps for Iran

By William M. Arkin TOOLBOX
Sunday, April 16, 2008 p
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Does the United States have a
war plan for stopping Iran in its pursuit of nuclear
weapons?

Last week, President Bush dismissed news reports that
his administration has been working on contingency
plans for war -- particularly talk of the possibility of
using tactical nuclear weapons against Tehran -- as
"wild speculation." Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld chimed in, calling it "fantasyland." He
declared to reporters that "it just isn't useful" to talk
about contingency planning.

But the secretary is wrong.

It's important to talk about war planning that's real.
And it is for Iran. In early 2003, even as U.S. forces
were on the brink of war with Irag, the Army had
already begun conducting an analysis for a full-scale
war with Iran. The analysis, called TIRANNT, for
"theater Iran near term," was coupled with a mock
scenario for a Marine Corps invasion and a simulation
of the Iranian missile force. U.S. and British planners
conducted a Caspian Sea war game around the same
time. And Bush directed the U.S. Strategic Command
to draw up a global strike war plan for an attack
against Iranian weapons of mass de struction. All of
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