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1 March, 2021

Arrest and imprisonment of Arash Ganji in Iran.

A court of appeal in Iran on 28 February confirmed that writer, translator and secretary of the
Iranian Writers’ Association, Mr Arash Ganji will be imprisoned for 11 years. His arrest and

imprisonment are imminent.

Background

Arash Ganji is a well-known Iranian writer and translator, and currently serves as Secretary
of the Iranian Writers’ Association (IWA). On December 22, 2019, authorities raided Mr
Ganji’s apartment and confiscated his belongings, including his laptop, books, and notes, and
then arrested him on undisclosed charges. An IWA member close to this case has said that
Mr Ganji’s arrest was in connection with his translation of a book about a Kurdish-led
uprising in northern Syria, A Small Key Can Open A Large Door: The Rojava Revolution.

In January 2021 Branch 28 of the Revolutionary Court in Iran sentenced Mr Ganji to 11 years
imprisonment — conspiracy five years, propaganda against the system five years and
membership in illegal organisation one year.

Mr Ganji suffers from a serious heart condition that requires medical care and which his
family fears is being denied.

PEN Melbourne stands in solidarity with our Iranian colleagues — writers unjustly harassed
and persecuted for their writing and peaceful activism. We call for the immediate and
unconditional release of all prisoners of conscience, that is all individuals imprisoned solely
for the peaceful exercise of their right to freedom of expression or other human rights; and
drop all charges that are pending against any individuals which stem solely from their
peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of expression or other human rights.

PEN Melbourne calls for the Iranian authorities to immediately drop the unjust charges
against Arash Ganji. Mr Ganji has committed no crime and he should be released

immediately, and provided with all necessary medical attention he requires.
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1 March, 2021

Head of the Judiciary

Ebrahim Raisi

C/o Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28

1209 Geneva, Switzerland
By email: Email: iran@un.int

Re: arrest and imprisonment of Mr Arash Ganji

Dear Mr Ebrahim Raisi

I am writing to you on behalf of PEN Melbourne, PEN Sydney and PEN Perth affiliates of

PEN International, a worldwide organisation which defends freedom of expression and

supports writers who are silenced by persecution or imprisonment.

www.afgazad.com
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The PEN Australia centres are deeply concerned about the arrest and imminent imprisonment
of Mr Arash Ganji, Secretary of the IWA, writer and translator. On December 22, 2019,
authorities raided Mr Ganji’s apartment and confiscated his belongings, including his laptop,

books, and notes, and then arrested him on undisclosed charges.

In January 2021 Branch 28 of the Revolutionary Court in Iran sentenced Mr Ganji to 11 years
imprisonment - five years in prison for conspiracy, five years in prison for membership of an
illegal organisation, and one year in prison for propaganda.

We believe these charges to be unjust and in direct contravention of Article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party.
PEN Australia centres urge the Iranian authorities to immediately rescind the charges against
Arash Ganji and provide him with all necessary medical attention required for his well-being.
Further to this, PEN calls on the Iranian authorities to end the use of the legal system to
persecute writers, and to immediately release all those writers held in prison for having
exercised their rights to freedom of opinion and expression.

We trust that you will consider this letter seriously and, in your esteemed position as Head of
the Judiciary that you will pursue PEN’s request for the Iranian authorities to follow a just
and less punitive regime with regard to Iranian writers who are held in high esteem by lovers
of literature around the world.

We call on you to hear our appeal on behalf of our fellow writers and we await with
anticipation a positive response from you.

Yours sincerely

Christine McKenzie

President, PEN Melbourne

cmckenzie@skymesh.com.au

This letter is supported by PEN Sydney and PEN Perth

Mark Isaacs
President

PEN Sydney

Robert Wood
Chair
PEN Perth

www.afgazad.com 7 afgazad@gmail.com
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1 March, 2021

Re: arrest and imprisonment of Mr Arash Ganji

His Excellency Mr Fereidoun Haghbin
Ambassador of Iran

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
25 Culgoa Circuit

O’Malley

ACT 2606

By email: amb.office@iranembassy.org.au

Dear Excellency

I am writing to you on behalf of PEN Melbourne, an affiliate of PEN International, a
worldwide organisation which defends freedom of expression and supports writers who are
silenced by persecution or imprisonment.

We at PEN Melbourne are deeply concerned about the arrest and immanent imprisonment of
Mr Arash Ganji, Secretary of the IWA, writer and translator. On December 22, 2019,
authorities raided Mr Ganji’s apartment and confiscated his belongings, including his laptop,
books, and notes, and then arrested him on undisclosed charges.

In January 2021 Branch 28 of the Revolutionary Court in Iran sentenced Mr Ganji to 11 years
imprisonment - five years in prison for conspiracy, five years in prison for membership of an
illegal organisation, and one year in prison for propaganda.

We believe these charges to be unjust and in direct contravention of Article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)*, to which Iran is a state party.
PEN Melbourne urges the Iranian authorities to immediately rescind the charges against
Arash Ganji and provide him with all necessary medical attention required for his well-being.
Further to this, PEN calls on the Iranian authorities to end the abuse of the legal system to
persecute writers, and to immediately release all those writers held in prison for having

exercised their rights to freedom of opinion and expression.

www.afgazad.com 4 afgazad@gmail.com



We trust that you will consider this letter seriously Excellency, and that you will pursue
PEN’s request for the Iranian authorities to follow a just and less punitive regime with regard
to Iranian writers who are held in high esteem by lovers of literature around the world.

We await with anticipation a positive response from you.

Yours sincerely

Christine McKenzie

President, PEN Melbourne

sesfeoskeoskosk

* Article 19

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order or of public health or morals.
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