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The structure of the Pakistani economy has changed from a mainly agricultural to a strong service
base. Agriculture as of 2015 accounts for only 20.9% of the GDP.’®!] Even so, according to the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, Pakistan produced 21,591,400 metric tons of
wheat in 2005, more than all of Africa (20,304,585 metric tons) and nearly as much as all of South
America (24,557,784 metric tons).[22 Majority of the population, directly or indirectly, is dependent

on this sector. It accounts for 43.5% of employed |labour force and is the largest source of foreign
301][303]

exchange eamings.[

In recent years, Pakistan's wheat production has been about

22 to 26 million tonnes per year. The crop is grown by predominantly
small (0.5 to 5.0 ha) and medium-sized (5 to 10 ha) farmers, whose
livelihoods depend on it. Wheat yields in Pakistan remain low,
lagging behind those in other countries with comparable agro-
climatic conditions. The agro-ecological potential for irrigated wheat
in Punjab, Pakistan’s primary production area, suggests that yields of
about 6 tonnes/ha could be attained, compared with current yields
of 2.5 to 3 tonnes/ha.

Assuming that this potential wheat yield is realized through
sustainably intensified crop production, Pakistan could increase
annual wheat production to 32.5 to 38 million tonnes from the area
currently planted. However, any policies and support programmes
aimed at increasing wheat productivity must take into account
existing constraints in the wheat supply chain, especially the lack of
storage facilities.
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