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According to a preliminary research on the problem there are hundreds of new prostitutes joining the ranks of professional ones. These women are mostly working
from their houses termed as “Qala”s. As the income from begging is declining for women the number of prostitutes are increasing. Only in Kabul city there are 25
to 30 brothels actively working which, for security reason, are constantly shifting residence every one or two months. Following is a brief report gathered form
some of these brothels in Taimany. Hashugan-o-Harifan. Qala-e-Zaman Kan, and qul-e-abehakan areas of Kabul: August 1999
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good people among them too, like fravelers or people who have problem at home. Now a days most of our clients are turban wearers. If we do not follow their
whims (which are mostly to organize pederasty with young boys or unnatural sexual acts with women) they introduce themselves as Taliban and claim that they
have come to discover brothels in the area. F tells her story ** a client, who introduced himself as Mula Salim Akhund (Taliban) said he was working in the local
police station and asked for anal sex. He said he would pay as much as we wanted. The request was not accepted and he left the Qala. On March 1999 I was

arrested by few armed men outside my house and was taken to “Wulaiat™ (police headquarter) and had to spend 20 days in Kabul’s women jail. I was finally freed
on lack of any substantial evidence. However I was given seven lashes before being freed.”
2 = £ August 1999
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‘Women who are not members of a Qala are considered a security risk as they may report them to Taliban. The women who work in a Qala usually carry three
types of identity cards. One id. showing them as a widower with children. is used to get aid from UN offices or Red Cross. These Ids are not used a lot as they
change place quickly and don’t want to get involved with the local officials. Another id. showing them as a married woman, is used for renting houses and so on.
If Taliban arrests them for Zena (crime of sex outside marriage) they use their third id showing them as a single women. Being single helps them avoid being
stoned to death. As an example last year a women, (SH), resident of Gala-e-Mussa was arrested for Zena. She spent two and half month in Taliban’s jail.
to the judge of military court (Abdur Rahman Aqa) and were freed after receiving eighty strokes of lashes. She said. “Mula
Abdur Rahman (the military judge) receives bribes not only from prostitutes but from pick pockets and gamblers. Sharia (Islamic Law) is applied only on those

who can not pay. August 1999

“My husband was forcing me, often beating me to work and make mt)neyf .

Zakia, now 20, told VICE World News via WhatsApp. “l was not willing to do

that! 10 December 2021
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