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Khan vol. I.

There is then some talk of his early proceedings and
of his future plans; and the wonder, the jealousy,
and the ascendancy of foreign powers are discussed.

Sometimes chess, and at other times music, were the

favourite amusements of the evening. Ile amused

himself generally in this manner till one hour past

midnight. All the chiefs are then dismissed, and on
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The Amir is now enjoying the authority in Kabul,
and the superiority of his family. Ile is now fear-
less of an invasion from the West as well as from the
East, and he has given himself up again to drinking
and to dancing parties, which habits he had forsaken

on assuming the title of “ Amir-ul-momni.” It is

sald he believes that while he was an enemy to wine

he was always involved in difficulties, and that since

YOL. II. 2 KJ

498 THE AMIR RESTORED.

he drinks he is prosperous, and has gained his liberty

after being in “Qaid i Frang,” meaning in an
English prison!

The life of Dost Mohd Khan volume Il

238 HIS HABITS.

some women were drinking and dancing privately in
the house of Husain, the servant of Nayab Abdul

Samad, on which the Amir sent people to seize

them. The punishment inflicted upon them for
(Eking wine against the Mohammedan law and his
own notification was the infliction of deformity in-
stead of their beauty, in order to prevent them from

appearing again in drinking parties. Their heads

were shaved, and the beard of the host was burnt by
the flame of a candle! The Amir Dost Mohammed
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