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PEN International 88th Congress:
A Message of Solidarity with the Women and People of Iran

Mahsa (Zhina) Amini was a 22- year-old Kurdish Iranian woman whose death in
custody following her arrest by Iran’s “morality police” has sparked continuing
mass protests across Iran.

Mahsa was arrested on September 13 in Tehran for allegedly not following the
country’s dress code for women. According to media reports, she was tortured
while in custody, an allegation the police deny. She was taken to Kasra Hospital
in Tehran where she remained in a coma until pronounced dead on September 16.
The Iranian authorities maintain that Mahsa suffered a heart attack, an account
that is not accepted by her family.

When her body was taken to her hometown of Saqgez, people were waiting to
support the family at the funeral. This gathering was the starting point for the
mass protests across Iran. Protesters gathered in the streets carrying posters and
shouting the slogans, “Woman, Life, Freedom”, and “Down with the Dictator!”
The authorities have brutally cracked down on protests - unofficial reports claim
many people have been killed or injured and thousands have been arrested. Last
week, media reports raised concerns over widespread internet outages and
restricted internet services which severely affected access to information
regarding the government’s brutal response.


https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/09/arrest-hijab-police-leaves-woman-comatose
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/09/arrest-hijab-police-leaves-woman-comatose
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-iran-france-arrests-d2885fc65f51a6ee8758791e192c6992
https://iranwire.com/en/women/107558-iranwire-exclusive-morality-patrol-beats-a-woman-into-coma/
https://kurdistanhumanrights.org/en/iran-kurdish-woman-dies-after-arrest-and-tortutre-by-morality-police-in-tehran-2/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/iran-amini-death-reaction-1.6588465
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-63058096

According to the initial report at least 13 were killed and many others were injured
following Iranian missiles and drones’ attacks on the Kurdish region of northern
Irag on 28 September. Iranian authorities claim that the attacks targeted Kurdish
groups behind the widespread protests that followed Mahsa’s death.

For the past four decades, Iran’s regime has maintained its grip on the country
through mass Kkilling, torture, imprisonments, censorship, and curtailing of
essential freedoms. Political activists, writers, poets, artists, workers, teachers,
and students have been arrested, tortured, and killed.

We, the members of PEN International at the 88" Congress, together in Uppsala,
Sweden, strongly condemn the brutal crackdown on freedom of expression in
Iran. We stand in solidarity with the women and people of Iran in their fight for
freedom, equality and justice and support their demands for a future without
tyranny and dictatorship.

We call for an end to the crackdown on freedom of expression in Iran, and
demand that Mahsa’s killers be brought to justice we also call for an immediate
halt to military strikes.

30 September 2022


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-63058096

