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Russia strikes NATO commanders in Sumy 
Russia carried out a high-precision strike using Iskander-M tactical ballistic missiles on 

military-industrial and defense complex facilities in the city of Sumy, Ukraine, targeting 

the Ukrainian military command and NATO command. 

 

Introduction 

Russia’s Special Military Operation in Ukraine has been successfully going on since 

February 2022. The military operation has busted many strategic myths once held by the 

West, particularly the United States (US). For instance, Ukraine has realized that despite the 

Western assurances, the West has betrayed Ukraine and Kyiv’s aspirations of joining the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have been plunged into the abyss. Similarly, the 

entire Ukraine would have fallen into the Russian hands, citing the inability of the Ukrainian 

Armed Forces to defend their own territory. However, with the Western mercenaries and the 

actual NATO commanders and troops in Ukraine, Kyiv could delay the Russian troops. 

However, here one thing is quite important that Ukraine itself could not put up a fight against 
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Russia, and it heavily relies on the NATO military hardware, commanders, and troops to 

inflict damage on the Russian Armed Forces. 

However, neither the NATO nor Ukraine seems to abandon their collective path of mutual 

destruction 

In the beginning, like always, the Ukrainian leadership denied the presence of any NATO 

troops and made a feign narrative that troops around the globe were volunteering to fight for 

Ukraine. Nonetheless, it was revealed by Russia that actual NATO troops were on the ground 

fighting for Ukraine disguised as mercenaries as well as volunteers. 

Russia has time and again warned the West that the NATO troop deployment in Ukraine 

could lead to direct confrontation between Russia and the Western military alliance; however, 

NATO has been acting recklessly and using Ukraine as a bulwark against Russia. This 

strategic miscalculation on the NATO’s part left Russia with little or no choice, but to hit and 

destroy such targets with precision. Russia made such a precision strike at Sumy recently, 

that resulted in the deaths of almost 60 high value military targets. 

Russian Strike at Sumy City 

The Russian Armed Forces struck Ukrainian Sumy city on Sunday morning, April 13, 2025, 

at 1117 hours local time. Russia fired 2 Iskander M tactical ballistic missiles in succession at 

the target that resulted in the killings of more than 60 Ukrainian soldiers, including an 

unknown number of foreign military personnel. Apparently, it was a legitimate target, since a 

military event was undergoing and possibly planning for further attacks on Russia were being 

discussed. 

Russian Foreign Minister Mr. Sergei Lavrov made a very clear statement regarding the 

Russian strike by saying the “Ukrainian military leaders had been meeting in Sumy with 

Western colleagues.” This statement makes it clear that Russia did not attack any ordinary 

target, but a high value military target. 

A report indicated that Ukrainian Army Colonel Yuri Yula, a former Deputy Commander of 

the 26th Artillery Brigade and Commander of the 1476 Military Unit, was among those killed 

in the strike. 

According to former Ukrainian parliamentarians Ayur Mosicuk and Mariana Beziga, a 

military ceremony was underway for the 117th Territorial Defence Brigade inside the 

building. It was also argued that the Russian intelligence got information about the military 

ceremony, since open invitations were distributed among the people of Sumy to attend the 

event. 
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However, with a clear aim to avoid civilian casualties and collateral damage, Russian Forces 

took every possible measure by scanning the area using satellite imagery. 

The Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov completely denied Ukrainian claims by saying that 

“Our army hits only military and military-related targets.” The Russian Defence Ministry 

made it clear that the Russian Armed Forces clearly targeted a military target. 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said that the meeting was arranged 

by the head of the Sumy Regional Military Administration, Volodymyr Artyukh. 

President Trump Condemned the Attack 

In a statement by the US President Trump, he called the Russian strike “a mistake” and said 

that “it’s a horrible thing.” Trump’s statement makes one thing clear that perhaps the Russian 

strike did kill some US-NATO commanders at Sumy. The Russian strike was only made 

possible by careful examination of the meeting site and intense reconnaissance as well 

surveillance was conducted prior to the attack. 

It just can’t be ruled out that the attack was specifically targeted to destroy the meeting place 

where Ukrainian and NATO forces were planning their further attacks. It is very important to 

note here that this Russian strike has attracted much criticism and outcry from Ukraine as 

well as its Western allies. It surely means that Russia has struck a very important military 

target that has weakened Ukraine’s overall military and operational capabilities. 

Conclusions 

There is no doubt that the Ukrainian military commanders as well as its policymakers have 

been using civilians as a human shield right from the very beginning. Russia showed 

remarkable restraint by carefully avoiding such legitimate military targets. Nevertheless, the 

Western and NATO military commanders, advisors, and troops have crossed all the limits 

and their presence in Ukraine has costed Russian military a lot in terms of men and material. 

However, neither the NATO nor Ukraine seems to abandon their collective path of mutual 

destruction. It is noteworthy that just after the Russian strike, NATO Chief Mark 

Rutte visited the Ukrainian city of Odesa and held talks with President Zelenskiy on April 15, 

2025. 

One argues that Russia has taken a right step in the right direction, and it should have started 

targeting and destroying such legitimate military targets long ago. The specific use of 

Iskander M tactical ballistic missiles by Russia to destroy such targets reveals one thing in 

particular that Russia is getting serious about the NATO presence in Ukraine, and it will go to 

great lengths to neutralize such targets in the future. 

 Simon Westwood, April 19, 2025 
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