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Washington’s “Golden Dome” — Multi-Trillion Tax Dollar

Heist at Best, Dangerous Provocation at Worst

US President Donald Trump has announced his administration has chosen the
architecture for the proposed Golden Dome missile defense system, claiming it will cost
$175 billion and be operational in “less than three years” with a *“success rate close to
100%.”
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During President Trump’s announcement on May 21, 2025, it was claimed the Golden Dome
will consist of technology deployed across land, sea, and space capable of intercepting
hypersonic, ballistic, and advanced cruise missiles, “even if they are launched from other
sides of the world and even if they are launched from space.”

Former-US President Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars” program (also known as the Strategic

Defense Initiative) was repeatedly cited during the announcement. That program sought to
use space-based weapons to void the doctrine of ““mutually assured destruction” allowing the
US to conduct a nuclear or non-nuclear first strike on another nation and avoid what had
otherwise been an inevitable nuclear retaliation that would destroy both nations in the
process.

The rest of the world will predictably react to the Golden Dome by creating their own means
to defend themselves and retaliate against the US if attacked

Specifically, because mutually assured destruction was seen as a better deterrence against a
first strike by one nuclear-armed nation against another, along with concerns over costs,
technological limitations, and then-existing arms control treaties like the Anti-Ballistic

Missile Treaty (ABM), the initiative was never fully realized.
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Granting the US Impunity to Attack, Not “Defend” Itself

US Space Force General Michael Guetlein, picked to lead the Golden Dome project and
present during its announcement, would claim:

As you’re aware, our adversaries have become very capable and very intent on holding the
homeland at risk. While we have been focused on keeping the peace overseas, our
adversaries have been quickly modernizing their nuclear forces, building out ballistic
missiles capable of hosting multiple warheads, building out hypersonic missiles capable of
attacking the United States within an hour and traveling at 6,000 mph, building cruise
missiles that can navigate around our radar and our defenses and building submarines that
can sneak up on our shores and worse yet, building space weapons. It is time that we change
that equation and start doubling down on the protection of the homeland.

Yet what General Guetlein calls “keeping the peace overseas,” is in reality the United States
encroaching along the borders and shores of nations like Russia, Iran, China, and North
Korea.

This includes the stationing of not only missile defense systems like Patriot, THAAD, and the
Aegis Ashore system in close proximity to these nations in violation of the ABM treaty the
US has since abandoned, but also first-strike offensive weapons like the Typhon missile
launcher capable of firing both Standard SM-6 anti-air missiles, but also ground-launched
Tomahawk cruise missiles previously prohibited under the INF treaty the US has also since
abandoned.

For example, the US has positioned THAAD systems in both the Middle East and Asia, and

its Typhon missile system is currently stationed in the Philippines with additional units on the
way, specifically aimed at China.

Beyond the global-spanning military footprint of the United States, Washington is also
preparing for or already directing multiple proxy wars against these nations.

The conflict in Ukraine was entirely engineered by the United States, beginning with Kiev’s
political capture in 2014, the training and arming of Ukraine’s military, and the capture,

reorganization, and direction of Ukraine’s intelligence agencies by the US Central

Intelligence Agency.

The US has been waging war and proxy war against Iran for decades, including invading and
occupying Afghanistan and Iraq right on its borders, invading and overthrowing the
government of Iran’s ally Syria, the waging of war on Yemen-based Ansar Allah — also an
Iranian ally. The US also maintains constant financial, political, and military support for

Israel, which has repeatedly attacked Iran and its allies.
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And despite officially recognizing Taiwan as part of “One China,” the United States has
continued supporting separatist political parties administering Taipei, is arming local military
forces, and is even stationing US troops on the island province itself.

All of this has forced Russia, Iran, China, and other nations to respond by bolstering military
spending, increasing research and development into missile technology, and the creation of
credible deterrents against decades-spanning US aggression and proxy war along and even
within their borders.

While the Trump administration depicts the Golden Dome as necessary to ““forever end the
missile threat to the American homeland,” it is instead being built to enable the US to forever
threaten other nations around the globe with its missiles.

Dubious Claims About Golden Dome’s “Near 100%” Success

At one point during the Golden Dome’s announcement, US President Trump would claim:

I will tell you an adversary told me, a very big adversary, told me the most brilliant people in
the world are in Silicon Valley. He said, “we cannot duplicate them. We can’t.”

He also claimed:

We have things that nobody else can have. You see what we’ve done helping Israel. You
probably wouldn’t have in Israel. They launched probably 500 missiles all together and I
think one half of a missile got through and that was only falling to the ground as scrap metal.

Except none of this is true.

If President Trump is referring to the 2024 Iranian retaliatory strike on Israel, up to 200
missiles were fired, with dozens if not scores of them circumventing Israeli missile defenses
and striking targets, including dozens striking and damaging Israel’s Nevatim Airbase
alone, according to NPR.

No air or missile defense system has a *““success rate close to 100%.”

While any particular system may have a “‘success rate close to 100%” intercepting individual
targets, retaliatory strikes are planned specifically to include a large enough number of
missiles, drones, and other projectiles to saturate a defense system’s ability to intercept them
all during a single attack. This means that while many incoming targets will be intercepted,
many others will not, and critical targets will inevitably be struck and destroyed.

Regarding the state of US missile defense technology, unless President Trump is referring to
undisclosed innovations, nothing the US currently is known to possess in terms of air and

missile defense systems consists of ““things that nobody else can have.”
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And while in the past Silicon Valley drove unparalleled advances in technology contributing
to a decisive military advantage for the US, the gap has since drastically closed and in some
instances is widening in favor of nations like Russia and China.

The conflict in Ukraine, for example, has demonstrated glaring Russian advantages in several
key areas that void the entire premise the Golden Dome is predicated on. Russia has
demonstrated that it is capable of producing both larger quantities of ballistic and cruise
missiles as well as layered integrated air defense systems and at a fraction of the cost the US
and its European partners spend on arms and ammunition production.

Russia’s advantage is so great, it prompted the first-ever US National Defense Industrial

Strategy in 2022.

The paper admitted the US (and the rest of the collective West) suffers from a bloated,
inefficient military industrial base incapable of meeting the demands of the type of large-
scale, high-intensity, protracted warfare taking place in Ukraine and likely to take place in
future conflicts with either Russia or China.

As previously reported, the paper lays out a multitude of problems plaguing the US military
industrial base including a lack of surge capacity, an inadequate workforce, overdependence
on offshore downstream suppliers, as well as insufficient “demand signals” to motivate
private industry partners to produce what’s needed, in the quantities needed, when it is
needed.

In fact, the majority of the problems identified by the report involved private industry and its
unwillingness to meet national security requirements because they were not profitable.
Nations like Russia and China do not rely on private industry partners for national defense
programs. Much of the industrial power researching, developing, and mass-producing arms
and ammunition in these countries takes place within state-owned enterprises. Because
national defense is the chief priority of these enterprises, money is invested whether it is
profitable or not.

This is what allows Russian and Chinese industry to maintain huge workforces, facilities, and
tooling even when production is reduced, while private industry in the West would slash all
three to maximize profitability. The first model allows a nation to surge the production of
arms and ammunition on short notice — the other requires strong enough “demand signals™ to
justify the time-consuming process of building up the levels of all three — a process that can
take years.

None of the problems described regarding the US military industrial base have been
addressed since the National Defense Industrial Strategy was published in 2022. Corporations
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like Lockheed, Raytheon, L3Harris, and newer companies like Anduril slated to play a role in
the proposed Golden Dome system continue to pursue a strictly for-profit model that will
create the same disparity in quantity and quality seen playing out on and over the battlefield
in Ukraine.

This leaves the likelihood the Golden Dome — like all other modern US military programs —
will fall far short of stated expectations because of the fraud, waste, and abuse that defines
US military industrial production.

The ultimate irony 1is that while the Golden Dome is sold to the public
as ““protecting” America, vast sums of public money that could actually improve the lives of
Americans at home through infrastructure, education, and healthcare, will instead by
siphoned off by demonstrably incompetent and corrupt arms manufacturers, all in an attempt
to enhance Washington’s ability to menace the rest of the world with greater impunity — not
protect the US at home.

The rest of the world will predictably react to the Golden Dome by creating their own means
to defend themselves and retaliate against the US if attacked, making Americans not only less
safe, but in the process of building the Golden Dome, less prosperous.

Brian Berletic, May 25, 2025

Brian Berletic is a Bangkok-based geopolitical researcher and writer
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