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SACKS OF CASH

Y SARMI VOUSAPZAT ANT BROM MOREALT

TEHRANS INFLUENCE BUYERS ARE
ona shopping spree in Kabul, The New
Yard Timer only scratched the surface
im last weeks report that Tranian affi-
cials have delivered bags of cash worth
millions of dellars to President Hamid
Kargais chiel of s, Umar Dowdzai.
Karzai confirmed that story but dis-
misged concerns aboul corruption,
saying the money was spent on “vari-
ous expenses and helpdng people.” But
MEWSWEEHR has learned thar the prac-
tiee goes far bevond Kavzai's office, In
fact, lrandans almost routinely glve
rash ti,'-_ﬂﬁ.l;hfm dﬁqﬁ:t]s, prarliarmentar-
fans, politickans, and religions leaders
to peamote Telwan's agends.

Mot every high-ranking Afghan
comdones this habit, of course, A for
mer cabinet minister and another for-
amer Alghan edficial, both asking notio
b marmied speaking about o sensithve
toqic, tell MEWSWEER that on an officia)
visil o Telwan in March of last year,
then-Afphan foreign minister Rangin
Dadfar Spanta (na fan of the U.5.) told
Iranian aides how much he adimired
the long, black chadors thad Tranian
women wear, As he prepared to leave
Tehran, an Iranian Foreign Ministry
afficial handed him a gift-wrapped
chilor fior his wilfle. Back home, when
Spanta and his wife opened the gift,
they Fownd that the garment was
wirgped around S30,000 in crisp, wew
hills, Hpanta immediately reported the

www.afgazad.com

gifl 1o Karzad, suggesting et the cash
ke returned. Instead, NEWSWEEK'S
sourees say, Karzai told Spants to
reqnin silent about the cash and not to
embarrass the Iranians, advising
Spanta to use e money (o help fund
Foreigm Ministry progrms, Cantaceled
by NEWSWEEK, Spanta confirmed
receiving the 250000 but wounld not
g imter detail beyomnd saying he surmed
over the money to the Afghan treas-
ury. Bareais offiee did not respond te
redquests for comment.

Mearly every encounter between
.-\El;hun and Irnnian afficials ends up

with the Iranians proffering a sack of

caah, says the forrmer cebinet minssden
Andwith some prominent Afighan poli-
ticians bedonging to two particular eth-
ni grougs, the Tajiks and the Hazam,
Tehram has cultivated releticnships that
o far deeper than mers money. Tran
Barked the largely Tajik and Hazars
Morthern Allianee milita that foeght
the Taliban in the 100, and Iran
remains close to those commanders,
inclucing Karzal's second vice president,
qvelirme Hamnrs wandord Karm Khalih
(the: Pashitumns smound Kareai weould be
the miest supportive of Americah. Well-
plaped Afphans, inchading the former
minister, say Karmi®s cabined i colil
between A procIranian Setion led by
Khalili and a pre-US, bloc headed by
e finanee mingstes, Omar Zakhileal,
Tehran, however, has the upper band,
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