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Dear Reza Shahabi,

I wish to express my admiration for your courage as well as my solidarity. Militants like
you are vital for the development of the workers' movement, not just in Iran but around the
world. I wish every success to your struggle and to you personally. You can be assured of
the support of socialists and trade unionists everywhere.

In comradeship,

Alex Callinicos
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From: Jane Nellist
To: info@leader.ir; info@judiciary.ir; dr-ahmadinejad@president.ir; iran@un.int; ijpr@iranjudiciary.org;
info@dadiran.ir; office@justice.ir; support@irimlsa.ir; info@humanrights-iran.ir; avaei@Dadgostary-
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tehran.ir

Cc: info@workers-iran.org

Sent: Friday, December 9, 2011 8:07:52 AM
Subject: Free Reza Shahabi!

Free Reza Shahabi!

I (am writing this to condemn persecution and arrests of labour

activists in Iran. Labour activists in Iran are being constantly harassed

and arrested by the Iranian government authorities. In particular, this

letter is written to express my serious concern about the health and

well being of Reza Shahabi who has been on hunger strike for the 2nd time
since Nov 22, 2011.

Reza Shahabi, treasurer and a board member of the Syndicate of bus
workers of Tehran and suburb, has been in custody in the notorious Evin
prison for more than 18 months. He was arrested on 12 June 2010 without a
charge. After almost a year on 25 May 2011 he was tried in a court in
Tehran on charges of “propaganda against the Islamic State” and “conspiracy
against National Security”. Shahabi is still being held in Evin prison in a
state of uncertainty. According to the latest news, his health has
deteriorated significantly. There is a growing fear that Reza might become
paralyzed as a result of his worsening health conditions. Reza has been on
hunger strike since November 22, 2011 in protest against his unjust
detention.

I condemn the continuous gross attacks on workers’ rights in Iran. I
demand the immediate and unconditional freedom of Reza Shahabi and all
other jailed labour activists and call on the Islamic Republic of Iran to
respect the right of workers to organize, assemble and freedom of
association and expression.
Jane Nellist
Organization: Coventry National Union of Teachers
Position: Secretary
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