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Mouvement de libération des femmes iraniennes,

Année zero (1979)

* Sylvina Boissonnas
Claudine Mulard
Michelle Muller
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Controlling my body is MY right!
NOT the states,

nor religion,

nor anyone else! .

In this unjust class world, subordination of women has become a “natural relationship” between men and women; as if we are born to be
subjected to such crime. We women from every class, age, nation, religion and sexual orientation are born with the concept of having sexual
violence experience. We experience it in all our life and even lose our lives due to severe sexual violence.Violence for us is not some news
from the media or just a day in calendar. It is our daily life.

Today our biggest challenge is patriarchal system and gaining right to self-determination and control of our body. This system tries to control
our destiny and our body through law and state, religion, society, culture and traditions. The state violence is the one which triggers,
preserves and leads all other violence.

Although home is still the most insecure place for a woman, the source of this insecurity must be sought elsewhere. Either in developed
imperial countries, or in the developing countries, governments are the source of this organized violence, which with the help of formal and
informal forces, organizes and strengthens anti-women ideologies in the society.

Currently, with the escalation of crisis in the capitalist system, the domination of the right-wing and fascists groups all around the world that
work on establishing and enforcing the most regressive and reactionary values and ideas, the issue of having control over women’s body has
turned to an extremely challenging issue and concurrently the violence against women has increased substantially. It is no coincidence that
with the different forms of violence such as, rape, prostitution, pornography etc., and the issue of “abortion right” is emphasized in the
struggle of women for their rights. The influence and the pressure exercised by the extreme right, fascists and religious fundamentalists are
connected to reclaim, limit or even eradicate this right. Since the abortion right, distinctively earmarks the woman’s right to have control over
her body, hence the control of state, religion and man over woman’s body is redefined and strengthened. Furthermore, in imperialist
countries with this specific form of violence against women there is a higher chance for the state, law or religion to clearly and visibly
intervene.

Certainly the right wings, fascists and religious fundamentalists are not worried about an ovule which was unwillingly impregnated, or
embryo or a fetus. The issue first and foremost is the relation between man and woman, woman and the ruling class system. It is about
strengthening and preserving the patriarchal relations of the capitalist system in order to maintain an inferior position for women within that
system.

Al of this is especially tangible for us, Iranian women. We know how Hijab, no matter if it is “by choice” or forced, makes us sexual objects
that can be easily controlled. We saw how the theocratic regime of Iran, upon gaining power, organized its first attack against women by
coercing Hijab on them to intimidate and reinforce its ideological Islamic fundamentalism.Hijab is not merely a form of clothing in the
structure of Islamic regime. It is of high importance for this regime for depriving women from free will in choosing their clothing and also
dictating the type of clothing they must wear.

In Iran, within the structure of Islamic regime women are solely means of reproduction and sexual objects, manifestation of seduction,
corruption and depravity. In such system, it is inevitable that women are to be controlled and governed by men! Their *“seduction potential’’
must be controlled by men through “legal” and religious means such as marriage and concubine!ln such regime where women are
considered to be properties of men and farming lands wherein men can spread their seeds, it makes perfect sense for women to be controlled
by the “law”.

Forced Hijab declares that the Islamic state is a government in which women are subordinated and controlled by men. Unfortunately, this
scenario was not limited to regime of Iran. It is repeated in all countries where Islamic forces have taken or sought to rule or control; in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, Libya, Syria, Saudi Arabia ... and even the “secular” Turkey. In all Islamic countries, the power relation between
man and woman is established according to Islam, which Hijab is the hallmark of its most prominent symbol.

That is why we, the women dominated by theocratic states have been well aware of why our struggle for emancipation has been tied to the
right to control women’s body, and why our struggles must simultaneously be against religious fundamentalism and patriarchal imperialist
capitalism.

Historically, we have not been obedient victims. We have never feared the consequences of the revolt and rebellion, although we had to pay
a lot for it. Today we announce that we are “abnormal” women because we do not recognize the control, obedience and domination
relationship as “normal” phenomena and we dislike any form of violence in any way. Not only do we support women’s right to control their
own bodies, not only we are in favor of freedom to choose what to wear, not only we support the right of abortion, not only we are serious
critic of Islamic hijab, not only we support the emancipation of women, but also we are steadfastly calling for a change in this world through
a deep and radical revolutionin all the economic, social, political, and cultural relations. We are well aware that women will be one of the
rebellious actors in this revolution.

8 March Women’s Organisation (Iran- Afghanistan)-Belgium
November 2017
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Unterstitzt den Kampf der Frauen gegen den Hijabzwang im Iran!

Wir ndhern uns dem internationalen Frauentag am 8. Méarz mit Blick auf den Volksaufstand im Iran mit dem begeisternden und machtvollen
Anteil von Frauen. Die Entschlossenheit, Einheit, Leidenschaft und
Solidaritét eines Volkes das nichts mehr zu verlieren hat, wurde demonstriert. Die Menschen, gerade die jungen, klagen zurecht das gesamte
Regime an, die Hauptursache von Armut, Arbeitslosigkeit, Obdachlosigkeit, Prostitution, Drogenabhéngigkeit, geschlechtsspezifischer
Unterdriickung, der Unterdriickung aus nationalen oder Klassengriinden usw.
Die Anhaltenden Ké&mpfe zeigen, dass gerade die erniedrigsten und benachteiligsten Menschen nicht einhalten — trotz der
Einschiichterungen, Drangsalierungen, Verhaftungen und Hinrichtungen junger Leute. Wir ndhern uns dem internationalen Frauentag mit
Blick auf 39 Jahre des Widerstands und Kampf gegen den Hijabzwang, der eine neue Welle des Widerstands von Frauen ausldste und auf
die Szene der Straenkampfe spiilte. Im Herzen des Aufstands war der symbolische Protest von Vida Movahed, die auf einer StralRe namens
Revolution ihr Kopftuch abnahm und an einem Stock schwenkte, ein Ausdruck des seit fast vier Jahrzenten unterdriickten Argers. Eine nach
der anderen forderten Frauen, seit 40 Jahren gefangen in einem mobilen Gefangnis namens Hijab, zum ersten Mal die islamischen
patriarchalen Herrschaftsverhaltnisse heraus. Der beherzte Prostest dieser Frauen ist zu einem Vorbild fiir andere Frauen und auch Méanner in
der gesamten Gesellschaft geworden. Dieser Kampf hat Symbol und Flagge des islamischen Regimes angefochten, die den Frauen seit
seiner Ausrufung auf erzwungen wurden durch Unterdriickung, Zwang, Klinge und Sdure, Verhaftung, Folter, Drohungen, Verspottungen
und Beleidigungen.
Vor fast 40 Jahren machte Khomeini den Hijab zum Symbol und der ideologischen Flagge des Systems und zu einer der wichtigsten
Grundlagen seiner islamischen Revolution®. Der Frauenfeind Khomeini und seine Verbiindeten betrachteten die tausenden Frauen, die
gegen das Regime des Schah gekdmpft hatten als Bedrohung fiir ihr eigenes Regime und waren bestrebt, diese Geister wieder in ihre
Flaschen zu scheuchen. Mit der Verhéngung des Hijabzwangs erklérte das islamische Regime ungleiche Geschlechterbeziehungen zur Basis
seiner Herrschaft. Das Regime basiert auf Unterdriickung, Diskriminierung, weitverbreitete Gewalt und der Versklavung von Frauen. Im
Gefolge des Hijabzwangs verabschiedeten sie alle anderen islamischen Bestrafungen und Gesetze gegen Frauen und setzen sie mit
bewaffneten Truppen durch. Das Regime beabsichtigte die Frauen daran zu gewéhnen, gehorsam, zweitrangig, furchtsam, unberticksichtigt,
verspottet und beleidigt zu sein und ihnen ihre Identitat und Menschlichkeit zu nehmen. Durch den Hijabzwang beférderte das Regime die
durchdringende patriarchale Kultur in der gesamten Gesellschaft und verlieh Méannern einen privilegierteren Status als zuvor in Kultur und
vor dem Gesetzt, um Frauen zu ihrem Privateigentum zu machen. Der Umfang dieser Gewalt gegen Frauen in einer Gesellschaft in der die
eine Hélfte die andere Halfte kontrolliert spiegelt die patriarchalen Verhéltnisse wider, die in direktem Zusammenhang mit den
Produktionsverhéltnissen in der Gesellschaft stehen.
Gegen die Anordnung zum Hijabzwang und die Kriegserklarung gegen Frauen durch das neue Regime gingen am 8. Méarz 1979 tausende
von Frauen auf die StraBe und skandierten: ,,Wir haben keine Revolution gemacht um zuriick zu gehen!“, ,,Freiheit ist nicht dstlich, nicht
westlich, sondern universell!*, ,,Die Freiheit der Frau ist die Messlatte der Freiheit der Gesellschaft!* und anderes. So haben diese tapferen,
fortschrittlichen Frauen die Fundamente gelegt auf die die neue Frauenbewegung gebaut ist. Der flinftagige Protest gegen den Hijabzwang
war die erste massive und mutige Kampagne gegen die religidse Regierung.
In allen Jahren seither haben Frauen, besonders junge Frauen, auf verschiedene Arten individuell, kollektiv, spontan oder organisiert diesen
einseitigen Krieg gegen den Hijabzwang andere Formen der Unterdriickung und die weitverbreitete Gewalt gegen Frauen angenommen.
Frauen in Gefangnissen und unter brutaler Folter, auf den StraBen und angesichts der Religionspolizei, auf der Arbeit, in Schulen und
Universitaten, in Scheidungs- und Sorgerechtsprozessen gegen diskriminierende Gender-Gesetze, in der Familie... haben gegen Formen der
direkten und indirekten Gewalt und Unterdriickung. In all diesen Jahren war die Ablehnung des Hijabzwangs eine der verbreitetsten Formen,
die Herrschaftsmacht herauszufordern. So kann dieser Widerstandskampf und historische Kampf nicht nur einer Periode oder einer Person
zugeordnet werden.
In der turbulenten Lage, in der alle Kréafte von den US-Imperialisten unter dem Faschistischen Trump/Pence Regime bis zu den patriarchalen
Imperialisten aus Europa und Russland ihre kurz- und langfristigen Interessen im Iran durchzusetzen versuchen, ist es unerlésslich, weiter
bewusst flr die Freiheit und Gleichheit der Frauen zu k&mpfen. Wir haben die hohlen, populistischen und hoch opportunistischen
Stellungnahmen aus diesen Staaten uber die Kdmpfe des Volkes und die Rolle der Frauen darin gehort. Sie widerspiegeln ihre reaktiondre
Absicht diese Kédmpfe und auch gerade die Frauen auszubeuten. Diese Regierungen sind die Hauptverantwortlichen fur ein weltweites
méannlich dominiertes imperialistisches System, welches auf Ungleichheit, auch Geschlechterungleichheit, fult. Nun versuchen sie sich als
Fursprecher der Volksproteste und Frauenrechte im Iran présentieren. In dieser vergifteten Atmosphére des weitverbreiteten Optimismus
wird die Verantwortlichkeit der revolutiondren Aktivisten, Organisationen und alle Frauen, die fir Gleichheit und Freiheit kdmpfen betont.
Die besténdige Offenlegung von Pl&nen und Absichten zur Gestaltung der Zukunft des Volkes, besonders der Frauen, und die Festlegung,
wie der Kampf voranschreiten kann, sind entscheidend.
Die Teilnahme von Frauen am Aufstand, an Studenten- und Arbeitskdampfen, vor den Gefangnissen zur Freilassung politischer Gefangener,
der Widerstand und der Kampf weiblicher Gefangener und die mutigen Proteste auf der RevolutionsstraBe sind alle Errungenschaften dieser
Ara um die Frauenbewegung voran zu treiben. Besonders als das wichtigste Grundrecht von Frauen ist der Kampf gegen den Hljabzwang
die Konfrontation mit der islamischen Republik und das Entstehen eines politisch bewussten Kampfes in der Offentlichkeit durch einzelne
Personen. Dieses Entstehen aus dem alltaglichen Kampf von Frauen ist eine bedeutende Errungenschaft fir die Frauenbewegung. Aber
Frauen brauchen einen schnellen und ernsthaften Fortschritt auf der Grundlage von zielgerichteten Planen, um diese Errungenschaften zu
erhalten. Heute Haben sich mehr als jemals zuvor Gegebenheiten entwickelt in denen die jiingere Generation, Studentinnen und alle Frauen,
die viele Jahre ihre Gegnerschaft zum Hijabzwang téglich ausdriickten, nicht nur ihren Hijab bei Massenprotesten in der Stadt und auf dem
Land abnehmen konne, sondern ihn auch verbrennen kénnen als Symbol der Kontrolle tiber den weiblichen Kérper im islamischen Regime,
um ihren Arger und ihren Hass auf ein theokratisches Regime zu zeigen, das in den letzten 40 Jahren den Frauen weitreichende und
organisierte Gewalt antat.
In dieser Situation, in welcher wir immer noch die Gegenwart von rebellischen Frauen beobachten kénnen, die das gesamte System der
islamischen Republik herausgefordert haben, halten wir es fiir nétig unsere 20 Jahre der Bemiihung und der Erfahrung im Kampf
weiterzugeben an die neue Frauenbewegung, um gemeinsam Schritte in Richtung Zukunft zu gehen. Nicht zu vergessen, dass ohne
revolutiondre Frauenorganisationen mit dem Ziel der Freiheit und Gleichheit von Frauen, die der Freiheit aller Menschen von Unterdriickung
und Ausbeutung, die die Leben von Millionen Menschen zerstort haben, keine neue Gesellschaft nach dem Sturz des islamischen Regimes
erbaut werden kann. Es ist an der Zeit fir Frauen, vereinigt und organisiert, an der Spitze der Revolution, nicht nur das Regime der
Islamische Republik zu stiirzen, sondern auch eine neue Gesellschaft aufzubauen, die den Beginn einer Gesellschaft der Emanzipation von
Frauen und der Uberwindung von Unterdriickung und Ausbeutung.
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Support women's struggles against compulsory Hijab in Iran!

We are approaching the March 8 International Women's Day, In the context of the people's uprising against Islamic Republic of Iran
and the powerful and inspirational presence of women in it, that has demonstrated more than ever the passion of struggle, unity,
solidarity and determination of the people that have nothing to lose. People, especially young people, rightly point to the whole
regime, which is the main cause of poverty, unemployment, grave and street sleeping, prostitution, addiction, gender oppression,
national oppression, class oppression and so on. The continuing struggles show that people, especially the most degraded and
deprived, will not stop despite being harassed and intimidated, thousands of arrests, and the execution of young people.

We are approaching the International Women's Day, in the context in which 39 years of resistance and women's struggle against
compulsory Hijab has sparked a new wave of women's opposition and brought them to the scene of street struggle. Right at the heart
of this uprising, the symbolic protest of Vida Movahed (by publicly taking off her head scarf and waving it on stick), in a Street called
Revolution, was a small but effective reflection of the anger that has been pressed for about four decades. One after another, women
who have been imprisoned for about 40 years in a mobile prison called Hijab, this time challenged the Islamic patriarchal power
relations. The courageous protest of these women, has become an inspirational struggle for other women and even men throughout
the society. And it has seriously challenged the symbol and flag of the Islamic regime, which, since it took power, has been forced on
women's bodies, by repression and force, razor and acid, arrest, imprisonment, torture, threats, humiliation and insult.

About 40 years ago, Khomeini built one of the most important foundations of his "Islamic Revolution" on women's Hijab and made it
the symbol and ideological flag of their system. Especially since misogynist Khomeini and his allies, saw the presence of thousands
of women in the struggle against the Shah's regime as a threat to their system and wanted to “*put these genies back in to bottle’’. By
declaring compulsory Hijab, the Islamic regime declared unequal relations as the basis of its sovereignty and that the regime was
based on repression, discrimination, widespread violence and women's slavery. In the aftermath of the compulsory Hijab, they passed
all other Islamic punishments and unequal laws against women and imposed on them by armed forces. The regime intended to force
women to get used to being obedient, second class, fearful and unaccounted, humiliated and insulted, and thus alienate them from
their identity and humanity. With compulsory Hijab, this regime promoted an intensive patriarchal culture in the entire society, and
gave men more privileged status and special place both in law and in culture and tradition more than before, so as to make women
part of their own private property. The depth and breadth of this violence on women in a society that half are controlled by the other
half, reflects patriarchal relations, which directly connects to the dominant production relation in the society.

Against the order of compulsory Hijab and the declaration of war on women from the new regime, tens of thousands of women, came
to the streets on March 8 1979, and shout: "We did not make a revolution to go backward! "," Freedom is not eastern, nor western,
it’s universal! ","women’s freedom is the scale of freedom in society” and so on, and that’s how these brave and progressive women
built the foundations of the new women's movement. The 5-days women's protest against compulsory Hijab was the first massive and
courageous campaign with religious government.

In all these years, women, especially young women, in various forms, voluntarily, individually and collectively, knowingly or
spontaneously, have struggled in this unequal and one-sided war against compulsory Hijab and other forms of oppression and
widespread violence against women. Women in prisons and under brutal torture, in the streets and in front of guidance patrol
(morality police), at work, in schools and universities, in divorce and custody courts against discriminatory gender laws, in the
family,... have resisted against forms of direct and indirect repression and control, and during all these years, refusing compulsory
Hijab has been one of the most prominent areas for challenging the ruling power. Therefore this resistance force and historical
struggle can not be reduced to just this period or a person.

in today's turbulent scene, where all class forces from the Us imperialists - with Trump/ Pence fascist regime on its top- to patriarchal
imperialists of Europe and Russia, who each seek their short and long-term interests in Iran, it is imperative to remain conscious and
struggle for women’s freedom and equality. We have witnessed the hollow, populist and highly opportunistic claims of these states to
the struggles of the people and the role of women in it, reflecting their reactionary to exploit the struggles of the people, especially
women. These governments that are the main operators of the worldwide male-dominated imperialist system based on inequality,
with gender inequality one of its foundations, and are now presenting themselves as "advocates" of people's protests and women's
rights in Iran. This poisonous atmosphere and this widespread opportunism openly emphasize on the responsibility and the role of
revolutionary activists and organizations and all women fighting for equality and freedom. The continuous disclosure of agenda and
plans, that shape the future of the people especially women and determine how the struggle is progressing, is crucial.

presence of women in the recent uprising, in student and labour struggles, in front of the prison for the release of political prisoners,
the resistance and struggle of women prisoners, and the brave protests of the “’Girls of Revolution Street’’, are all the achievements
of this era to advance the women's movement. Particularly, as one of the most fundamental rights of women, the issue of fighting
compulsory Hijab in confronting the Islamic Republic, and the emergence of a political conscious struggle in public even by
individuals; out of everyday women’s resistance and struggle, must be one of the important achievements for women's movement at
this time. But women need a quick and serious advance with targeted plans in order to sustain this achievement. Today, more than
ever, a condition has emerged in which the younger generation, students, .. ... and all women who, for many years, showed their
opposition to compulsory Hijab in their daily routines, not only can take their Hijab off in mass protests, in city and countryside, in
the streets, protests and struggles, in order to impose right to wear in practice, but also to burn it as a symbol of the control of
woman’s body in Islamic government to show their anger and hatred of a theocratic regime which has imposed the widest and most
organized violence on women for the past forty years.

In the current situation, in which we still witness the massive presence of rebellious women who have challenged the whole system of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, we have found it necessary to pass our 20 years of effort and experience to the new women's movement in
order to build a ladder toward future advances, together. Let's not forget that without revolutionary women's organizations, with the goal
of women’s freedom and equality, which serve the freedom of all the people from oppression and exploitation that has destroyed the
lives of millions of people, a new society cannot be created after the overthrow of the Islamic Republic regime. It’s time for women to be
united and organized and be at the forefront of a revolution that not only overthrow the Islamic Republic's Islamic regime, but also help
to build a new society that is the beginning of the emancipation of women and society from oppression and exploitation.
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