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CANADA'S ECONOMIC

ACTION
¥ PLAN

creaTing JOBS

TODAY

’ - L4 - -
Canada’s Economic Action Plan Enhancing infrastructure
is building for the future. across Canada.
Through our Economic Action Plan, the Government of Canada * Roads, bridges & highways * University & college
and its partners at all levels of government are investing in world-class buildings * Fublic transit * Arenas & recreaticnal trails
infrastruciure, creating new jobs today in communities from coast to * Clean water systems * Broadband Internet access
coast to coast, and ensuring project start-ups in record time. * and much more

FIND OUT ABOUT PROJECTS IN YOUR COMMUNITY C d'*'
actionplan.gc.ca 1 800 O-Canada Ellla a.
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ancient Persian heritage, a rich,
complex and deeply-civilized cul-
ture that still lives and breathes and
sings even though Islam was
forced on the country some 1400
years ago.My recollection of Iran
is a mosaic of nightmares of get-
ting in trouble due to the harsh ap-
plication of Islamic rules. I wanted
to escape from the hell created by
the Mullahs (Iranian spiritual-
political leaders) to somewhere
where religion and government
were kept separate - where rela-
tionships between people and their
God (if ones believes) is a part of
private life and not publicly en-
forced; where there is respect for
the dignity of human beings and
personal choices; where and no-
body has permission to force any-
body else

to heaven or coerce religious ob-
servance. | longed for a place that
could be a new home where my
neighbors would not have the right
to ask about my religious back-
ground, a place where I could live
freely without being scared of be-
ing punished for showing my
beautiful hair, talking about love or
drinking water in public during

Ramadan.

Could this place be Canada, the
country where 1 ended up as a
refugee seeking escape from the
fundamentalist Islamic regime in
my country?

Ramadan 2005, Carleton Uni-
versity - Ottawa, Canada.
Everywhere I go, someone is talk-
ing about Ramadan. Some students
suggest classes be cancelled after 6
p.m. Others want to postpone mid-
term exams or the deadline for pa-
pers until after Ramadan is over.
We have a cocktail party, and a
student asks us not to bring non-
Halal meat or pork. Another sug-
gests not having lunch in front of
people who might be fasting.
Some Carleton University Stu-
dents Association (Women' cen-
ter) posters are torn down because
they showing an image of half na-
ked woman in the Holy Month of
Ramadan which might have posed
a problem for male students who
were fasting(!) Some students ar-
gued that women shouldn’t wear
what they considered to be “sexy”
clothing because it is a sin for

Muslim men to look at sexually
stimulating images while they are
fasting.

All this scared the hell out of
me. To where had I escaped?
What happened to the pluralism
and respect for personal choice
that Canada is known for?
Compared to some other universi-
ties in Canada (i.e. McGill) which
openly and unequivocally adopt
secular values, Carleton allows
religious groups more influence
than is acceptable in the pluralistic,
tolerant environment that a univer-
sity should be. In a Canadian uni-
versity that should be inclusive and
tolerant, those of us who are not
Muslim should not have Ramadan
and all it entails forced upon
us. As a woman who has endured,
witnessed and documented some
of the most extreme forms of mi-
sogyny, all justified in the name of
Islam, I am troubled to see Rama-
dan arrive at Carleton University,
bringing with it attempts by some
students to restrict others’ rights —
particularly those of women. Fast-
ing is a personal choice. Those
who believe doing fasting will help

them grow personally are free to
do it. But they have no right to
force it on others. People of many
religions practice fasting: Jews,
Christians, Baha’i, Hindus — but
they do not all make it a public af-
fair or force it on others.

A few Canadian University includ-
ing Carleton some Muslim stu-
dents need to accept that many stu-
dents do not share their beliefs
[rituals]. The practice of Islam
should not and does not require
others to modify their behavior to
suit Muslims. Religion is a private
matter, and many religions that
have historically been dogmatic
and intolerant have learned to co-
exist peacefully and respectfully in
Canada. That’s why Islam, as
much as any other religion, is wel-
come here. So enjoy your freedom
to be a Muslim. But don’t force it
on me, and respect the rights of
others to practice what they be-
lieve. If we yield to religious fa-
natics we will have lost our basic
rights as human beings
and university will have become
everything that a university should
not be. m
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Sayeh Hassan
www.shiro-khorshid-forever.blogspot.com

I find that the international commu-
nity and even many Iranians are
giving way too much credit to
Ahmadinejad. One look at the Is-
lamic Regime’s Constitution makes
it clear that the power of the Presi-
dent is very limited. In fact that was
the excuse Khatami the so called
“reformist” president used for eight
(8) years during his presidency.

I think while the international com-
munity is busy creating a monster
out of a little man called Ahmadine-
jad its losing sight of the real dan-
ger and the real monster which is
the ISLAMIC REGIME.
Even if Ahmadinejad was removed
from power today nothing would
change, because the Islamic Re-
gime, the underlying system behind
this little man would still be in
place and in power.

2. Canada Walking out on
Ahmadinejad’s Speech at the UN
I have always been a big supporter
of Stephan Harper and I am proud

Thoughts on Ahmadinejad

that he decided Canadian delegates
would walk out of Ahmadinejad’s
speech, I wonder if the Liberal
Government was in power they
would have done the same...

At the same time I wonder why the

Canadian Government refused to
take serious action in the case of
Zahra Kazemi even when opportu-
nity presented itself. Please find
here an article written by Michael
Petrou from the Mcleans which

certainly leaves some question
marks in the readers mind...
3.What bothers me is not so much
Reform but Reform in Disguise!
Recently I’ve been writing about
people like Mr. Jahanbegloo and
Mr. Akhavan and their reformist
ideologies. This being a free coun-
try we all have the right to freedom
of thought and expression. What
really bothers me is not so much
these people’s beliefs, as it is the
fact that they are so
adamant in disguising
their intentions. To be a
reformist, to admit to it
is one thing, but to pre-
tend to be pro-
| democracy and then to
P advocate  pro-reform
ideologies on the sly is
a whole other story...
4. Celebrities and
'R e f o r m
Recently a friend of
mine sent me a video
of Shohre Aghdashlou who was
speaking about the human rights of
Bahai’s in Iran. This is very admi-
rable, however the problem is, no
amount of talking about human
rights alone will change anything,

as long as the Islamic Regime in
Iran is in power the rights of Ba-
hai’s, Kurds, Turks, women, stu-
dents, journalist etc.. will be vio-
lated on a systematic basis.

What puzzles me is why people like
Ms. Aghdashloo who are interna-
tionally known and have a huge fan
base choose to only talk about hu-
man rights, rather than talking
about Regime Change. One obvious
answer i1s Regime change is not
fashionable, certainly not as fash-
ionable as it is being green. Also
being against the Regime means
never being able to go back to Iran,
at least until there is a Regime
change. This is a chance not many
people are willing to take.
5. My favourite Picture of the
Week

Last but not least this 1is
a picture of members of Worker
Communist Party of Iran burning
an Islamic Regime Flag during the
New York. Good job guys, it’s al-
ways a pleasure seeing that disgust-
ing non-Iranian Flag burn to ashes.
Down with the Islamic Regime in
Iran

Long Live Freedom in Iran

Lila Ghobady

lilacforfreedom@gmail.com
Thank Goodness Ramadan is over!

% (Aren’t Canadian universities supposed to be secular?)

Ramadan 2001, Tehran

My friends and I were not fasting,
hiding in our car in a quiet
neighborhood close to our univer-
sity and having our lunch before
going to an afternoon class. We
tried to be careful not to attract at-
tention. Suddenly somebody
started banging the car’s window —
it was a huge, scary Islamic Police
officer who had caught us eat-
ing:

“ Eating in public during holy
Ramadan? Pagan bitches...get
out of the car! You’re going to
get lashed to death for not obey-
ing Allah’s laws...”

One of my friends know how to
deal with this unpleasant accident -
some compliments on his muscular

body, some money, fooling him by
asking for his phone number in

"\

is so lucky to escape misery so eas-
ily in Iran where you can easily get
lashed for not following Islamic
law - women are still being stoned
to death there for having sex out-
side of marriage.

As an Iranian woman who grew up
under a fanatic Islamic regime
(which seized power after killing a

order to set a date for next week-
end, and ran while we kept calling
him a jerk. Of course, not everyone

7] hundred thousand

students and po-
=8l litical  activists
d fighting for de-
mocracy), [ still

d have nightmares
Bl about being a
woman in a reli-
gious  environ-
ment where sur-
vival demanded
that you pretend
to be a good Mus-
lim and follow the
regime’s version
of Islam I was forced to cover my-
self when I was 6 years old - even
during the dog days of summer. I

could hardly keep it on my head a
whole day. Of course, my parents
had no choice but to force me to
wear it for my own safety and
theirs. The risk of punishment was
all too real, and all my non-Muslim
friends were forced to cover them-
selves and read the Qur'an at
school.

The Islamic rules were enforced
most heavily during Ramadan
when it was forbidden to eat or
drink in public during daylight
hours and all restaurants were
closed. People who didn’t follow
the Islamic laws and were caught
for eating or drinking in public
would be subject to the harshest
punishments. Most of the people |
knew among family and friends in
Iran never fasted nor celebrated
Eid at the end of Ramadan Mus-
lims do in most Arabic or non-
Arabic Islamic countries.
Why? Because many Iranians out-
side of the regime never accepted
Islamic culture as their own and
were always fiercely proud of their

-

“Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they
do it from a religious conviction” Blaise Pascal

-:Next page
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