,u-‘://)/’.:‘_f«);/'/Lch_.“,ﬂ"

@yshoo.com
Z

dy Gal yie ) o ) aUas A

99 s’ .I!Jé“ wy ”DJ\ i.:'i T
ALE ) g Sa 8 eyl

Pisia gl FHOF 3 (oSl y

“.I:sl-amit _Hbl'bfau'Sf” In

¢

~

!.\.a@l) ) Lawi ay ‘U&A)ﬂ

2 daiia padyl

-

82 g Salu

N
u-"‘j"""‘ 31.5.\ 9 ual.u.nl.u 31.2.1

{Tdaia P 0 s Salps
- J

(e . .
3551 a A 4y (LG 330 |

Ul Gl el ) ALS drala sl
i O sl G g Gl )

4laia padd sl La, J354/

4 ] ] N\
Alain Badiou b &l
Cuadly &S ) Gl 48 2e (0

\eu.a A R ﬁ/
e . R
Tl 8 0 ol g ) A
§laba pady )

-

e 9 Sha Hlsa
Howard Zinn (x) 198

Cj)\ ad\ji A.A;JS

Q4 dadia ) 4 y
/ DEMOCRACY IN ACTION By: Sayeh\
CRISISINIRAN  massan

Page 21

Who’s Really Running Iran's

Green Movement
By: MEHDI KHALAJI
N Page 22/




Rowshangar Volume. 3 No. 30. October 2009

2009 LIS . 30 bjedi L agw Juw , Kidg dditla 2

sledan a5 alh &K sla gy
o) o 1) lla #3al Giaia J 3 e
led adine 3 (gl )
du#H—LJ&JM@i&}J.A‘
O )55 (e Al (a5 S8l
028 ilai 4y 54 e 5 KIS mau
Ry

SR (visual) e glis Sy LS
ol o Olsie alad 5 K, L S s
L oaSly oS ) e il 4 Ll ad |
Ay alan) Gt )Y g et ey
o 4S i LS Gl )8 i o) S
D B 2% 4 b 2 3lal s )
Crad axil 5 e i e il aladl) Jla o
Al ol B, Lasa e ) ), S
P

i sla g 5 4ad 4 YL Iy
cf“m‘“‘d)}&‘%d‘:’ub):‘“_}uj)hc;.ﬂk
Jusjd‘éjﬁ\wj\de;s@gwﬁ
e ) Sy asa g e s sl L
N A 4 hagryae iaia ol Glsian

Anled daad bl ~3al (i JLE 0
GRS b o 48 i ol A KS1

iz (L&A.}.L..u 48 5l p )J) da 4l S
(55 s 48 o) (g i O S lac
Ol Ol 4 40 dasie (oDl (5 e
o5 |yl 48 ol i et G sl
a“ ‘u\‘)_ﬂ L JIS alsdla g L;LA MUJJ‘) J\
ala )\m ‘_,,_Am.m\ GO S A4Sl i A
5 bt o e anm Jiy K4S
4...:1 ol uL:i)A BL FEN LS_‘\LQ ﬁd)u)&;\e
OV L 4slBa 53 S iaia )l S e
Ol ) m 9 Craglaa Sl 50350 b

YIRSt
goclanh aaa Lt 4d eyl lase st

Jtian 5 1) 50 G ina 5 (M) L
1 allSal, yiShan 45 (adS e 254
uque:\s:; CJLA 63 gad (el ia (5] y

s a0l 6 adlae Hd O

Db Gidg eala dla 5o e K553
= 2 2 ) RS s Ol (Sa S
a5 SIS adla JS il g 50,8
Gl (585 Giia 1 (S) e Uiy

LDl o ;_s\ii ay

03 gl «_i.ao\é.m

4 ) SaS Cladsl ) 4S Cada ol
slalia 4318 Ly ,a8 )5l )8 Jheud
Gl (0 6 da e 0 pasaiy il i)
Loyl 53 a8 (i S) a8 e p) 4
Ol a1 Do iy il (K55 als
izl s R Aapd alad o pia 48 (KS)
s = QLAA@\)?LEJQ&L'AA ) (g
Al 4l b K saal il g3 o )3 ()f Jads
Al 65 e ) 60 2 S cpl AS Culily 4 ¢
Clllae (o yiaS b dzala ) Aledian il
prdlh aiian g Rlajla R a5 Henl)
c).s)\_ﬂdt\j_.da cé\u@é..a\tgjﬂé\s
A5y 4 Wliae ) 4l g O 43 58
5 DY sSw g amla Gl ) (e Ui
0% O3 JSal) il el 5 b el Ly i
O AlS g aa i b il sali) )
) Y A4 el AS Gl

s JJM\M\)SP&&JM@
OS5 AL (lajlu 5 sy DA
easdasa 3 Sl A g) ol dd e en e (oulan
il )3 5 GBS asa (ol (el
AS ) Coman ) asase i pesSle
O 22de 5 elad)) e ay)yaa
G A8 5 89 leday il (oo dasi ye
Gl 580 m LB a5 e Cumen )
3 O 2Bl line 4y Heia LasS il
}“—]\‘HJP clina dgA d‘)—.‘ 53 1
\_1..4..\.3\ eﬁdﬁlﬁd‘{)_}.‘:)d\)d‘ﬁu\jiﬂd
e i) B o 4y S ghay isins
i o S yin Gl el 380 0
eIAA ) Al eiy eA IS i jn4aS
2dlaiul (f ) (U la Cua b g s om )
ﬁ‘ﬁd\%@\)ﬁ}ih}é}daﬁbuaﬂ
S8 253 i ol s len )

mEm G| [ S s o sl a8 a5 ) 5 Z . . . z . ORPA
G Adah LI oy L\}SGA‘;J &J;%hg&uﬁy}@ﬂdu})ﬁ biwgd o Koy alAais Aoy aan
S Ly caa Q}w" N &u,;})gjg 05l Gho 42 S SO L abEe 3 1) S [S0mD sy D) S Gt Gl
ST : Ol ot el (3580 e i sl g 13| | D) Jla g 0 (B (5 el L 5 el i
ool /

) Cote Al 5 5 a0 b ude Gl
Lo o amd cai ool 5 ala (oo ol K
ol (pea pedy Caa AS ) a2l siis
S oo S0k L den | il o)l ilaal

Al b (el B Gl el

Cod BlES U 5 G iSO Se
A8 b (Rui )

3 (ol Ky

PR BTN i W)

1388 bl 21

\_

Obalid slual

www.bazrl384.com
www.bazrl384.blogfa.com

Ll daxd aS 5l pudas ga) j3l 5l Calaa)
GRS ) sl
el 2l e S Gl 5 oS e
B R R
4 23S (el lalinl g ain g 5 0
4 s s QU sl o ab Jids ues
O b Qlual a3 e il e
209 g Ol S i a5k 0 e
oA 4l )3 ageddia A 1) 3 e
Ja 1) gl € Ik o K" 3 g 4k
$ R e glual WM S aalgas
Qs s b ol Gy oBiuls
DA Ay IS (990 A4S IS e ()N

sl oy g | GLiilel G

A5l e aa b Ll ) Ay e (L)
Ul Opia Jaad 5 alilie Qb glad )l S
4.5\.;4_14..&;(»19‘)‘ s by o Al
ASJE L OIR Oser L 20 s
i 5 dad e ) (leilia i
Al p e pa s (o (8 D) AS il
B gsen 5 sl OV 5 Ll
BUEES PR PSRN BILET AN
cilad o cSle e S gl 4aS
sk 1) G 0 Ll Gl eald (IS8 S
5 Gl Cuingnt iy SKAS o) 8 Al
DAl €23 (e il ) 800 4 Adisas 4S )
WiSia ) a8 ab A e 8 )
5 Db B 0 Culaly (5 ) ginl i slia

Q38| u\.A.J BN t-?\.\% S e

sy gal i (R A a8 WKia
. g3 Al

OHsd A
Il Jshbo e
W) s Gladle

Gsasl OV 1) gald glual ale) s
S Guiluae 5 add ) a8 sl
oS i ol lal aale dia ) jaas S
s s S Sed i ol Wl o
E) elua L ooyl oy 2 e.ﬁ 4alg] a<
De salgd tS)_)J —alaal 4 Gy g _)LASL.»\
Wl g plaiy o Leals a8 b Slai)
P O e T S PR [
LllgLa eLAS 45\:\3\; B A.'\.J\)S\.'ﬁ ‘.;L\M }\ )\
a2 5 aSka i a4 Al s b Al 5 o
DRl G sl ails )y 5 o Gl (s
Tkl Ol B 358 0l 4y ol
Ouil 0 923 S eSS 585 1) b
53 ) 5 aide e 4dby )y g Aaling
e A Bolash oub glilu) @s8a
4 A Lebaal 5 glaal ) S iy S

2ok e

SV S1SVISE VL
Pt ) SNAR ) b YD
2> LS 2ud as
A9y o Ll
Wbl > jw sl

51 oo SU S
Lo Ol) tS)ls.D.alJ
YY)

ololis a0




‘ 3 Rowshangar Volume. 3 No. 30. October 2009

Rowshangar

www.rowshangar.com
rowshangari@yahoo.com

Tel:(905) 237-6661

Publisher: Roshangar

Editor in Chief: Siamac Sotudeh
Managing Editor: M. F. Shiravand
Editor: Alireza Darabi

Interactive Media: Babak Azad

Published articles in Rowshangar
Publications reflect the opinion of
the authors and not of Rowshan-
gar Paper or its editorials.

03 g Sealiww 7y

Al Lade 1l

g e el B 1l £

430 5000 14U ;31

S, 1ol ¢ J1 A ga ¢ gl 48

Bia Ly cVUa 0 8 oligS g 2 al o Ky
st Galllaa (s b (.l 311 0 gha
ey ol 4y ) 293 Gllhaa

Al ¢ K 4 pdd g die cYlda
S Lag )l g Al Ll Eatuy o ol s
4 e ol glae G Kl g ) 4y
Al Ll iy o sage

80 I Al gne A5 R Kl
A paiaal sagay L

s i) ) sl 4y g 2 o

O S el o3 Sl i g S g2 48 i
aabin ) e clebm sl pa J)
O @) S gl S e adlal gld
A8 (5 80 ol i
Olsie 4 labiw 215 )8 48 5555 ) (e
g "B ald lajuald 5 oS gl
pld olauald U oa S gl (ol
)?\T}J 2 S U s 5b yual M5y dadlafad"
157 Ja gias! Aiine oL ¢ b Ju e 5 s ol
G 3 CsSn G R sl K U
A Ob Qe iy 25 ilb
o G IS Gl ol eag Aal e ia s
@) o3l i e sl @ Jlsind ol O
"ol G n) sleine ) Culaa o ST
e ) Blais CS e S B 4S (lia aa
sl x5 dlie 5 e sl 4 ), Ol
ol Hid (g Ao ) (Sl ) sean
bjt;\)glwg&\j\sm‘bﬁ)s;u@\ \)L.JY
Cunjd g ale 2 ) o2e 4S 2l Ml el
@LALL\MJ}::J)S&}E\J&L\S‘)AO&\QLE
A SSoa SO 4 apd i S 0 A YD
ai K I adiiic calaal b5 oy Cusa
DS ) G Gl
¢ ey )l oS bl Gl 2o b s
5 dsal ) Adnar AS Gl iR G
sl OSua Loy el 2 sl sl
O e Jlaal 5 a0 S allae )
) 415185 ) g
slac) ) ale b
"0l e ) laian ) Clea ) ST
2009 ) 24
barbodtaheri@yahoo.com

Wi Aleb 4y 5 085 ay
dSS G ol b ol e ) slaiae
sl sla 0255 (5 23 raaS R
Gl G sla Al ) So i 048 i
L)l 3 e L 5l o) yad g 233 s
Adald Jss a ) )n ands a5
GAllae 4 b a5 Sl SUEs g sl
s (e ) slaia a2 Gal o0l 3
A osaie plue g Gy e A8

ALK Cudga ge el g2k g I

2 hee daol) S Olsie 4SS A
5 JLE L 5 7 ke SlesSa Gl Jila
0558 Sl z )i s Al glae e S
Gobe Yoot Ju S A8 U a5 554 )
b CUS IS g 0 st ) sleisa
dhe 3 s Ol Gleise b g
G ) S ) e el b Yk
LL\\:L\J\ JJ\} c_lJL\.c u.\\ Spala ?LM
3t S5l oy O Ol s 28 Ol e
Ja0a) A8 el sl 3 e ey ) Sl
Cund 5l e O Sl ald
\)a}sﬁswwd\ww\obﬁjﬁ\
Al ol Kol € Jia g &K ol 4
S o2l g0 02 (e O () et
.J.&LI ‘)\.JS‘):LILIJJE u\ 43“.\\_9.1 sd‘)b}&\d
Goseens S 5 Sl gl iy 4S
(S a ol 008 AT shie 4y el
a s WS ol du o) ) S A
ESoa gt ) amd s clh Cua b () de
RS (518 0 g

O ) sl OIS 3l Cans b Vs
5 280 A g Mew clgy ) aiilgh aS
Ay e b G 1) aa Gl
Glaisn 4 Maadi " Gl )¢ g Ken
G L 15 2538 503 S e Ja5 " jalea”
WS048 o) )y S e g aa by g

A dle 0 4S Maped slaipa! J) siid
et Jusal gl oo )& digw )5S
P ) M oalee sl A4S 0 S
ety ajjjé\ u.’ln\ MUJ.}

U gl oDl (5 ) sgan 4S axily (e
5 Anala Cuiad Gl ) Ma " (g 4alS 2K
G 4alS 5 0S8 Cada IS Sl A ja (Sl
Al aS e i g R gl 1) M el
den 2 A L il jie) 5 oubis b e
S

BB RS NI L JPYG (SYNPCIS  PRS
(i A4 2 (e alea 1) 255 )38 )
D1 s 5 NS e el 5 an Ol ) 4
QB aa o)) ) 2 aS adly o) s 8 4y ol il
S ol o ol GMIX S
A Ghgdde dad jia ) pla A ] g3 )
adlel 4S cpl e a)lu g S Jala
sla" 4 1) Qb K Jlosal 3 03 S
G o3 R 5 5ol palaTal " ise ) )
s e ) ) Slaian 4 gl J) siiud
S e

slabs 4 aal) Shos 528 p S Gl
O R A A s g Ol ) (e )
Sl (o S Cy i) ) S

Crd (5 )l gl Lal ke ) sl (5 S
sy 9 CSa S )l S Gules (O
) slalw 45 cpb ol b o S salail
5 8 jalee lab IS 1 ()
22 slaiw A€ el 48 Gl iSaas
"l el S50 5 ol R5 Eae b e
s el O eabs aS Gl o lea
Gadoatlea o gl e slasiS
Wl A e Chald (o Kol jlad
dnala Glag yae o2l 5 il 5 s 4l i
e Gl Jba 5 8 5 (D gl 48

DS sle e i

$1040) 1068 4iiX obo 7 jlie
¢ @s1a $16 Gl z A
Gl 4l = A cve $12
a5 b aS g (S
$315 b M SS$735
DB 50 bl 50 il (g S
) 43X ) a2 $897 s R
He SaS 2623 $300 5 $100
Al Sad sy an IS (aks el
4 el sl 4S 358 (2 $1202 »
D5t A Ky Rl A Ca
_aqﬁ GAld y

ol ol e 31 51 S ]

$ Income &
S L, sl
S e Ul
18yl e (Ul
s ) el (S
S5 S
S5 Sealps (56T
S5 s Sl
S5 el Ul
S Jas Sl
R 35 Sl
Ol Lot 81
. SABYPK]

o) o ¢
o | aila
S el e ]
v Al 6\l
S5 B
o &S
S5 )
o deal (U]
5o o
s 5 0 sl

5]
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

=i

F:::::::::::::::::::::::

COCOCoO0COCdCOCcC3 3 303 043 43

Sidigy b ki slge

alidy);ags eSS S
Roshangar
bl Jua ) ) 42 9
N9 $ln ) gl o lad S G
Silad saldi) 398 e S
JaLils
TD Canada Trust

Name: Roshangar
Acct. # 03152 004 79065218649
ABA (Rout No.): 026009593
Switch Code: TDOMCATTTOR
fs A
Jalils
CEES

P.O BOX 55338 300 Borough Dr.
Scarborough ON. M1P - 477
CANADA
Tel & Fax : (905 237 66 61)
rowshangarl@yahoo.com
USA
Tel & Fax : (310) 358 99 91

E:::::::::::::::::::::::

LAST AMENDMENT

Iran's Islamic revolution was based
on “Freedom” .. from ground up!
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became more and more radical
every day to the point where peo-
ple were shouting “Mousavi is an
excuse, the Entire Regime is tar-
get’, “death to the Islamic Regime”
and “Independence, Freedom, Ira-
nian Republic.” The Iranian people
have shown unbelievable courage
and the pro-democracy movement
has gained great momentum in
the past few months. By shouting
these slogans knowing that they
might very well be risking their
lives, the Iranian people and espe-
cially the Iranian youth have spo-
ken and made it very clear that
they want real change, they want
Regime change.

3. Human Rights Is not Enough:
| have always been a strong be-
liever that human rights work is
very important and necessary,
however it's not enough. | do a lot
of human rights work myself, but |
have always felt that this is not
enough. If we want to create real
change and help protect the rights
of all political prisoners, all ethnic
and religious minorities and the
Iranian people as a whole we must
also focus on Regime change.
Human rights will only take us so
far, we might be able to save one
person from execution, but what
about all the other people who are
being executed or awaiting execu-
tion? We might be able to free one
individual from prison, but what
about thousands of other political
prisoners?

The Islamic Regime as a whole
and that includes both hardliners
and reformers have no regard for
human rights. International pres-
sure might force them to stop
someone’s execution, release
someone from prison or shorten
their prison sentence, but as a
whole they continue the system-
atic violation of Iranian people’s
rights. If our goal is to help the Ira-
nian people and their pro democ-
racy movement we must also work
towards Regime change.
Real change means
change.

In conclusion As a pro-democracy
activist | see it as my duty to make
sure the voices of freedom loving
Iranians are heard loud and clear,
Iranian people want real change,
democracy, economic and social
freedom and an end to the dicta-
torship of the Islamic Regime. |
urge all activists, journalists, writ-
ers and all freedom loving people
of the world to stop advocating for
criminals such as Mousavi and
Karoubi and to stand behind the
Iranian people in their fight for a
free, independent Iranian Repub-
lic.m

Regime
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Below is the written version of my
speech at the Iran Crisis Confer-
ence, which took place (October
27th 2009) in Ottawa.

In the recent months we have seen
the brutal face of the Islamic Re-
gime. We have seen protestors at-
tacked, beaten and even shot on
the streets. We have heard of re-
ports of peaceful protestors being
arrested, imprisoned, tortured and
raped systematically. Recently a
number of those protestors were
sentenced to death.

These atrocities have opened the
eyes of the international community
to the brutality and in-humanity of
the Islamic Regime, however what
we need to keep in mind is the fact
that what we have seen in these
past few months is nothing new.
The Regime has been systemati-
cally violating the rights of its citi-
zens for the past 30 years. The Re-
gime has been busy silencing any
and all voices of opposition for the
past 30 years, by arbitrary arrests,
illegal detentions, torture, rape and
executions.

The human rights violations con-
ducted by the Islamic Regime
against its own people are much
too long and numerous to list in 10
minutes; however | will give a few
examples.

Ethnic and Religious minorities face
systematic persecution by the Is-
lamic Regime. Kurds, Bahai’s,
Azari’s Baluch, and Christian and
Jews all face persecution by the
Islamic Regime. | will focus on
Kurdish and the Bahai Community
as | do a lot of work in those fields.

Kurdish people are known for their
strength and their tireless fight
against the Regime for the past 30
years. As a result Iranian Kurdistan
is heavily armed by Revolutionary
Guards and Kurds are harassed
and abused on a regular basis.
Kurdish activists, teachers, writers
and students are arrested and sub-
jected to torture in order to force
them to confess to crimes they
have not committed. Currently
there are many Kurdish students
and activists who are serving heavy
prison sentences.

There are also at least 13 Kurdish
activists who are currently facing
execution due to their political ac-
tivities. It must be noted that all of
these individuals were subjected to
torture and were sentenced to
death after sham trials behind

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION

CRISIS IN IRAN

closed doors, in most cases without
the presence of their lawyers.
Another minority group that faces
severe persecution by the Islamic
Regime is the Bahai Community.
This state sponsored persecution
has been occurring through the en-
tire history of the Islamic repubilic.
Thousands of Baha'is lost their live-
lihoods, and have been continually
targeted over the past 30 years.
The seven Bahai Leaders in Iran
(also referred to as Yaran) have
been imprisoned in the notorious
Evin Prison since May of 2008.
Their trial date has been postponed
on numerous occasions without an
explanation, and they are uncertain
of their future. Bahai’s are not al-
lowed to attend University in Iran
and are prohibited from most if not
all government positions. The Is-
lamic Regime has done everything
in its power to segregate the Bahar’
community, the same way Hitler
segregated the Jewish community
right before the Holocaust.
There is also the situation of pris-
ons and political prisoners which is
a great cause for concern. | receive
horrible reports of torture and
abuse of political prisoners on a
regular basis. Currently there are
thousands of political prisoners in
Iran, and again this is not some-
thing new, Islamic Regime prisons
have been filled with political pris-
oners for the past 30 years.

These are only a few examples but
we must keep in mind that as long
as the Islamic Regime is in power,
almost everyone is targeted, this
includes women, students, journal-
ists, physicians, nurses, teachers,
workers, all ethnic and religious
minorities, writers and activists just
to name a few.

While writing this speech | thought
long and hard about what | wanted
to say, and there are three areas
that | would like to focus on.

1. Exposing the Myth of Reform
Since the international community
as well as many so called activists
abroad have been focusing on this
so called Reform movement |
would like to give a brief overview
and a short introduction of the so
called reformist candidates.

The so called reform movement
started in 1997 with the election of
Khatami, who promised many
things to his voters including
greater freedom and even an Is-
lamic Democracy. However during

his presidency some of the worst
human rights violation against dissi-
dents took place including the
chain murders of numerous writers
and political activists, as well as the
pro-democracy student demonstra-
tions of July of 1999. Khatami who
had come to power with the help of
those very students did not support
the students, allowed for the arrest
and torture of thousands of stu-
dents, and in fact publicly called the
protestors hoodlums and hooli-
gans.

Mousavi was the prime Minister of
Iran from 1981 to 1988. As many of
you might be aware, in the summer
of 1988 thousands of political pris-
oners were summarily executed
after having three (minute) trials. At
that time Mousavi was in a key and
powerful position, however he did
not lift a finger in order to stop the
executions, and he has never con-
demned the executions. Most re-
cently when brave lranians took to
the streets with the slogan of
‘independence, freedom, Iranian
Republic” Mr. Mousavi came out
and said the peoples slogan must
be “Islamic Republic, not one word
more and not one word less”.
Mousavi is a supporter of the Is-
lamic Regime and all the atrocities
committed by the Regime. He must
be tried in a criminal court for the
crimes he has committed against
the Iranian people, before he is al-
lowed to run for any public office.
Karoubi has also been an inte-
grated part of the Islamic Regime
for the past thirty years. He was the
head of parliament while Khatami
was the president. As well he is
well known for ordering the torture
of individuals and families who had
lost a loved one or suffered in other
ways during the Iran Iraq war. He
ordered the torture of these indi-
viduals in the “Martyrdom Commit-
tee” which was a committee that
had supposedly been created to
help these families. Instead he was
responsible for the abuse and tor-
ture of these individuals, and there
are testimonies of people who were
ordered to be tortured by Karoubi.
None of these individuals are fit to
be running a country, and they
must all be tried in criminal courts
for the crimes they have committed
against the Iranian people.

2. Recent Presidential [S]election
The international community as
well as many reformists both in Iran
and abroad have called this [S]
election a fraud and unfair. Again
what we need to remember is the
fact that in the past 30 years Iran
has never seen a free, democratic
and fair election. The presidency
candidates are handpicked by the

Guardian Council and the Supreme
Leader. Generally out of 400+ can-
didates only 4 or so are approved
to run for presidency. Given the fact
that the Supreme Leader must ap-
prove all candidates anyone who
might be even slightly against the
Islamic Regime will not be ap-
proved, let alone a secular candi-
date who might be against the en-
tire Regime and who might be ad-
vocating for real change in Iran.

As I've indicated earlier every sin-
gle one of the candidates who ran
for presidency this year, including
the so called reformists Mousavi
and Karoubi have committed exten-
sive human rights violations against
the Iranian people. As well all can-
didates are an integrated part and
strong supporters of the Islamic
Regime, as they have all stated on
numerous occasions. These indi-
viduals are not fighting for change
or for the people, they are fighting
for power.

It is true that this year there was a
relatively high voter turnout during
the [S]elections, however once
again we need to keep in mind that
Iranian people are not free to
choose what they want. They can-
not vote for a system or a candi-
date they want, they cannot come
into the streets and say they do not
want the Islamic Regime. In this
case they had a choice between
bad and worse and they voted for
bad, to show their dissatisfaction
with the current system. This does
not mean that Iranian people are
supporters of the Islamic Regime,
and the Regime is very much
aware of this, which is why they do
not allow for free elections.

Brave lIranian people took to the
streets in June of this year in num-
bers we had never seen before;
many were dissatisfied with the [S]
election results while many other
activists and students were entirely
against the Regime and had not
taken part in the [S]elections. One
of these individuals was a young
girl called Neda who was shot to
death on the street during the pro-
tests. Although reformists tried to
use and take advantage of her
name, we soon found out that
Neda had not voted and did not
support any of the candidates.

For the past 30 years Iranian peo-
ple have been dissatisfied with the
Islamic Regime and have fought
against the Regime in various
ways, that is why the Regime pris-
ons have always been filled with
political prisoners and Iran has
oneof the highest rates of execu-
tion in the world. Iranian people are
angry and dissatisfied with the en-
tire system and we were all able to

..... next page
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Who’s Really Running Iran's

Green Movement

Here’s a hint:

It's not Mousavi, Khatami,

or Karroubi.

By: MEHDI KHALAJI

(Senior fellow at the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy)
NOVEMBER 4, 2009
Nearly six months after the demon-
strations that followed June's disputed
presidential election, Iran's pro-
democracy "green movement" is as
strong as ever. Rallies took place in
downtown Tehran today, having been
in the works for months through
Twitter, blogs, and word of mouth.
Iran, it seems, is on the verge of hav-

ing a new, unified opposition party.
But the solidarity on the streets hides
wide -- and growing -- splits within.
The ostensible leaders of the move-
ment, Mir Hossein Mousavi,
Mohammad Khatami, and Mehdi
Karroubi, are former high-ranking
officials of the Islamic Republic who
would likely keep much about the
Islamic Revolution in place. Contrast
this with the young men and women
on the streets, and you see differences
that go beyond the generational. The
protesters are aiming to bring down
the very system of which their leaders
are a part.

Despite being lauded as modernizers,
opposition front-runner Mousavi and
his two green movement colleagues
are deeply loyal to the ideals of Aya-
tollah Rouhollah Khomeini, the foun-
der of the Islamic Republic, and ad-
vocate a theocratic political system.
Had Mousavi come into office fol-
lowing the June 12 presidential elec-
tion, he would not have challenged
the political order. He would have
tried to fix the Islamic Republic's in-
ternal and external crises through
slight policy tweaks. Nor would the
West have seen an "opening" of the
sort that some suggest. Indeed,
Mousavi's rivalry with President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has little to
do with the current regime's foreign
policy and far more to do with inter-
nal power struggles, economic policy,
and, to some extent, cultural agendas.
A new leader would not have funda-
mentally changed Iran's position on
nuclear policy or its regional role.
The reason is simple: Everyone who
ran for president concedes that for-

eign-policy decisions should fall to
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

So how did such moderates end up at
the helm of a revolution? By acci-
dent. None of the reform candidates
could have predicted that, following
the mass vote-rigging during the
presidential election, a popular move-
ment would arise. These "leaders"
had only a small role both in organiz-
ing and creating the movement, but
they were swept into power by a
spontaneous and improvised ground-
swell. The government had carefully
vetted candidates, keeping anyone
too reformist from running. So the
grass-roots movement was left with a
choice between two evils: Mousavi,
the lesser one, and Ahmadinejad.
Mousavi reluctantly became the sym-
bolic leader of the green movement,
but he, Karroubi, and Khatami re-
main aloof. Today's demonstrations,
for example, were imagined and pro-
moted by bloggers and leaders of hu-
man rights and women's movements
for at least two months. It was only
last week, after these plans were well
circulated (and the Grand Ayatollah
had warned against them), that
Mousavi issued a statement calling
for demonstrations on Nov. 4.

So today, these three former officials
find themselves at the helm of a
movement whose views they do not
necessarily represent. That gap -- be-
tween the green movement's leaders
and the people in the streets -- is wid-
ening. Even in the midst of protests,
there is growing discord. For in-
stance, Mousavi and Karroubi have
both criticized slogans like "No Gaza,
no Lebanon -- I sacrifice my life for
Iran" as "extremist," despite their be-
ing a widespread feature of current
popular action in Iran.

But the most fundamental split comes
over what the movement makes of
the Iranian Revolution. Mousavi and
Khatami have reiterated their desired
goal of returning to the ideals of late
Ayatollah Khomenei and the original
principles of the Islamic Republic.
But those in the streets are conscious
of the failure of past reforms and

have little hope that the Islamic Re-
public -- a system in which the su-
preme leader has the authority to veto
both Islamic and national law -- can
be saved. And the green movement
remains motivated by the notion of
human rights and citizenship, both
absent in Iran's Constitution. Hence,
the part of the movement that first
began to peacefully protest against
the vote manipulation in this sum-
mer's election finds itself diametri-
cally opposed to Ayatollah Khamenei
and the Revolutionary Guard under
him.
Khatami, a former president himself,
is certainly cognizant of the split; in a
recent speech, he tried to distinguish
between those participating in current
protests, who reject the entire existing
system, and his own followers, who
prefer to work within the political
structure of the Islamic Republic with
a ruling jurist above all.
But the bulk of the movement agrees
less with the so-called leaders and
more with the Islamic Republic's
young third generation, who form 70
percent of the Iranian population and
make up most of the demonstrators.
The true leaders of this movement are
students, women, human rights activ-
ists, and political activists who have
little desire to work in a theocratic
regime or in a government within the
framework of the existing Constitu-
tion. This movement is much broader
than the reform movement of the
1990s, when Khatami was president.
Then, the number of people demand-
ing reform on the streets never ex-
ceeded 50,000. According to Tehran's
conservative mayor, Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf, more than 3 million
people protested in the wake of this
year's June 12 election.
If you want to know the unconven-
tional nature of this movement -- and
what the people who have bravely
taken to the streets really want - don't
listen to Mousavi, Karroubi, and
Khatami.
Since the true representatives of re-
form owe little to them, a successful
green movement would likely push
them aside anyway.
This is why it is not only the regime
in Tehran -- but also the reformist
"leaders" who pretend to lead this
movement -- that fear the success of
the green movement. Democracy in
Iran will emerge only through a rup-
ture with the late Ayatollah
Khomeini's ideals and Islamic ideol-
ogy -- concepts to which the acciden-
tal leaders of the green movement are
still loyal.

Source:

http://www.foreignpolicy.com
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| attended a protest in front of the
Empire Express Walk Theatre on
Yonge Street in Toronto tonight at
5:30pm.

The protest was in response to the
“Canada’s 1st Iranian Short Film
Festival” which is organized by the
Young Cinema Society, a group
directly linked to the Ministry of
Culture (also known as the Ministry
of censorship) in Iran.

Shockingly, the First prize of the
“Festival” is named in honour of
“Seifollah Daad”, the Director of
the “Anti Semitic” film, the
“Survivor” and writer of screenplay
of the film “the Son of Morning”
the life of “Khomeini” directed by
Behrooz Afkhami.

The Islamic Regime in Iran through
Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, known as “Ministry of
Censorship” has been restricting
and censoring artists inside the
country for the past 30 years. Ira-
nian Artists inside Iran cannot pub-
lish their art such as books, records,
films, and must apply and receive
the approval by the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance. The
suppression of “freedom of expres-
sion” and the state of censorship in
Iran has had generated extremely
difficult atmosphere for the artist
which has led to the creation of
“Underground Cinema/Arts” in
Iran.

Also, while the Islamic Regime is
busy murdering dissidents in Iran,
as it did yesterday by murdering
Ehsan Fatahiyan a young Kurdish
activist, it is also organizing film
festivals and other cultural events to
try to show a civilized and humane
side to the International Commu-
nity.

Tonight we made sure that the peo-
ple of Toronto and especially those
who attended the festival saw the
real face of the Islamic Regime.
The protest started around 5:30 pm
and I arrived around 5:45pm, I had
made a poster, to show my great
concern about recent human rights
violation in Kurdistan, which fea-

Protest against
the Regim‘e S-Poh'SoreJ Fﬂ-m‘ Fe'sﬁval-
in Toronto

tured the picture of Ehsan Fatahiyan
on one side, underneath it I had
written “murdered by the Islamic
Regime” on the other side I had
posted the pictures of other Kurdish
activists who are currently facing
execution and wrote “Who is
Next?”

There were about 50 people or so
gathered in front of the theater from
artists in exile to numerous opposi-
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tion groups as well as many inde-
pendent anti-Regime individuals
like myself who shared the same
concern; "we do not want Islamic
Regime Cultural Lobbyists in Can-
ada."

Eventually most of the protestors
came into the theatre and started
shouting “Down with the Islamic
Regime, Down with the Terrorist
Regime, and "house of terror must
be closed” with a loud and united
voice. The people in the mall gath-
ered around the protestors on all
floors watching the protestors and
asking about the reason behind our
protests and some even supported
our action. Security was called and
they tried to force the protestors to
leave the theatre, both exits to the
theatre was blocked to prevent any
more protestors from entering the
theatre. However we were relentless
and kept on shouting “Down with
the Terrorist regime of Iran” and "
Terrorist get out of my country;
Canada" After a few minutes the
organizers of the film festival

closed shop and went into hiding
somewhere inside the theatre to
avoid the protest, while a few Re-
gime agents started taking pictures
of the protestors, to try to intimidate
them.

As we kept on shouting “Down
with the Islamic Regime” more and
more people gathered around us.
The security threatened on numer-
ous occasions to call the police, [
however we refused to leave and [

continued with our peaceful protest. |jae

I find it disturbing that agents of a
terrorist Regime are free to roam
around Canada and organize vari-
ous so called cultural events even
film festivals while freedom loving
Iranians are threatened with arrest
when they try to voice their objec-
tions to this terrorist Regime in a F..
peaceful manner.

Once security realized that we were
not going anywhere they called the
police. It took about 25-30 minutes (&
for the police to arrive and in the
meanwhile we kept on holding our
posters and banners and shouting
our anti-Regime slogans.

Eventually 4-5 very large police
officers arrived and threatened to
arrest us if we did not leave imme-
diately. Eventually we did leave
peacefully but while still shouting
“Down with the Islamic Regime in
Iran.”

Outside of the theatre we continued
shouting anti Regime slogans for
about 20 minutes and a number of
activists made various speeches
about the protests and why we had
gathered there.

It was an amazing night, where Ira- [(S8%

nians united against the Islamic Re-
gime in the fight for freedom. We
must and will continue organizing
and attending such protests where
Islamic Regime agents and lobby-
ists, through the use of propaganda
try to show a non-existent humane
side of the Islamic Regime.

For all the Ehsan’s, Akbar’s, Ma-
jid’s Hosseins and Feyze Mahdavi’s
we must continue our fight against
the Islamic Regime abroad.

Down with the
Islamic Regime in Iran
Long Live Freedom in Iran

The picture was provided by Mr.
Faramarz Shiravand a Journalist
and the Managing Editor of the
monthly Rowshangar Magazine.
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Courage Is not the absence of fear, rather a principle which has priority over fear!
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