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Minister of Justice Heiko Maas. 

 

The Merkel government approved a new law meant to mitigate radical Islamist attacks, by 

making it a criminal offence to travel abroad to receive military training. Civil rights advocates 

are furious. EurActiv Germany reports. 
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“We are amending our criminal law where it is necessary and useful," German Justice Minister 

Heiko Maas said after the government signed off on a draft law to monitor the preparation for 

seditious acts of violence. 

"We will have one of the harshest criminal anti-terrorism laws in all of Europe. That will make 

Germany safer,” he ensured. 

In the future, leaving Germany to go to an area where a terrorist training camp is located will be 

punishable by law, if the trip is aimed at committing serious seditious acts of violence.  

“We must do everything we can to prevent Islamists from becoming more strongly radicalised in 

training camps,” Maas said. 

In addition, the government hopes to make terrorism financing an independent criminal offence. 

To hit terrorist organisations like ISIS at their core, the government pointed out, its financial 

sources must to be dried up. 

By strengthening these laws, the German government is implementing the UN Resolution 

“Foreign Fighters” from September 2014 and demands from the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF).  

The amendments are planned to be approved by the Bundestag this summer. Agreement from the 

regions in the German Federal Council is not required. 

“The main goal of terrorists is precisely to undermine our rule of law and our democracy,” said 

Justice Minister Maas. “We will not allow that. The answer to terror should never lead to us 

making long-term cuts to our fundamental rights and our rule of law,” Maas emphasised.  

The Police Union (GdP) welcomed the stricter laws. “In doing this, politicians are sending a 

clear signal to the Islamist scene,” explained the federal chairman of the GdP, Oliver Malchow, 

in Berlin.  

At the same time, Malchow warned against over-burdening the police. “But it is also clear that 

the investigators will have a difficult time to uncover proof of such intentions. The police will 

reach its limits.” 

Draft anti-terror law 'unconstitutional' 

Political opposition, meanwhile, is critical of the anti-terror package.  

“Here, we are really moving into the realm of concern over unconstitutionality,” said Katja Keul, 

the leader of the Green Party in the Bundestag’s Committee on Legal Affairs, speaking to n-

tv.de. 
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Jan Korte, deputy chairman of the Left Party faction, explained, “before new security laws and 

powers of intervention are approved, the coalition should take just a moment to evaluate its 

meaningfulness.” 

According to Korte, the draft law will not bring the citizens more security. The Left party 

politician said there is agreement among experts that the move is useless and that a civil rights 

complaint at the German Constitutional Court is already to be expected. 

“Symbolic legislation, that pushes culpability of supposed or actual terror support further into a 

vague foreground, does not prevent attacks. It damages the rule of law at its core,” Korte said.  

“If need be, radicalisation and the threat of terror can be addressed by qualified security 

personnel, better equipment and international cooperation as well as in the long-term, primarily 

through prevention,” he contended. 

The draft law is disproportionate and only further expands area monitoring, which is already 

problematic and restrictive of fundamental rights, the Left politician continued.  

“The constitutional principle that citizens be able to clearly differentiate between punitive and 

legal behaviour, is being damaged. Initial suspicion regarding a criminal offence as a 

precondition to intervention from security forces, should be adhered with absolutely. Anyone 

who wants to interfere with this, is holding an axe to the foundations of our society.” 
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