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Turkey Will Let US Warplanes Launch Attacks on
ISIS From Bases

By Jason Ditz
July 23, 2015

Fresh off a round of fighting along the Turkey-Syria border between the Turkish military and
ISIS, Turkey has announced it has agreed to grant the US military the right to use two different
airbases in their country to launch

attacks against 1SIS forces. , —

The US has been seeking access to "y ... 3 e 3
Turkish airbases since the bombings B e Y, s
against ISIS in Syria began last year, but : onioi . SIS
Turkey has been reluctant to do so,
fearing it would increase the chances of
ISIS attacks in their country. Given the
recent border tension, Turkish officials
may believe that ship has sailed.

The Turkish contribution to the US war

against ISIS had previously been limited to a single base, for reconnaissance flights only, and has
hosted a training effort to create a pro-US rebel force, which has amounted to just a few dozen
fighters so far.

Turkish officials believe that ISIS has become a “national security threat” and that this recent
border fighting justifies greater cooperation with the US on the war against ISIS. Whether this
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will pay dividends to the US war remains to be seen, but it will likely add to the interest in ISIS
attacking Turkish order regions.
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