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Lies and Lapses on the US Campaign Trail

Five Minutes to Trump

By Klaus Brinkbaumer, Veit Medick, Gordon Repinski and Holger Stark

9/22/2016

Donald Trump is a proven liar. But Hillary Clinton is a flawed candidate as well. With
eight weeks to go until Americans go to the polls, the prospect of a notorious charlatan
moving into the White House is looking more realistic than ever.

Perhaps it really does boil down to the name. The family comes from the town of Kallstadt in the

state of Rhineland-Palatinate -- a wine-growing region of Germany with red rooftops and clean-
swept streets. In their search, historians found many different variations on the name's spelling:
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Drumpf, Dromb, Tromb, Trum, Drumb, Tromp, Trumpff and Trumpf. None of them, though,
sounds much like presidential material.

The small Friedrich, born in 1869, was a slender child of eight years when his father died. His
was unable to help his mother in the vineyard and she sent him off to begin training as a
hairdresser. But Friedrich didn't want to cut hair for a living, so he headed for Bremen and
boarded the SS Eider. On Oct. 19, 1885, he arrived in New York. His file at the immigration
authority lists him as "Friedrich Trumpf, farmer,” but the "f" disappeared soon after his arrival
for reasons of pronunciation.

That's how the Trumps were born.

The international community would be much more at ease today if the slim émigré from
Kallstadt had brought another name along with him as he crossed the Atlantic Ocean, an
awkward name like Hustekuchen, Grube, Kieselmuller or Drumpf. But Freidrich's grandson
Donald Trump, 70, is named Donald Trump, and the name is both a promise and a brand.

The name sounds like that of a rock band, a neon sign, an exclamation or a craving. It's a name
that promises boundless power and eternal greatness. "Make America great again! Trump."

Does a discriminating, earnest woman have a chance of prevailing over that?

Ever since Trump's Democratic Party rival Hillary Clinton collapsed after attending a 9/11
memorial service in New York and had to be helped into her van, the world has been faced with
the realistic prospect that Donald Trump will become the 45th president of the United States.

Under normal circumstances, the man would be nothing but a joke. Whenever he feels that not
everyone in a room sufficiently reveres him, he says, "l have a lot of money.” When he
encounters Jews, he tells them, "I'm a negotiator like you folks." He also thought it important
during a television debate to ensure his audience that he didn't have a small penis.

The man should have been debunked long ago, because he's a notorious liar.

No Laughing Matter

Donald Trump says he spoke out early on against the war in Irag. His supporters applauded him
when he said those deaths wouldn't have happened under a President Trump. But it's nonsense.
In 2002, radio host Howard Stern asked Trump if he supported the war. "Yeah, | guess so,"
Trump answered.

Crime in the inner cities of North America has "reached a record level,” Trump has lamented. He

continues to make this assertion all across the United States -- in all his speeches and on all the
talk shows. But FBI statistics show that the crime rate is at its lowest in 25 years.
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And Barack Obama is the "founder of ISIS™ (Islamic State) Trump said in August and then
tweeted it. Of course it outraged the Democrats, but it was also welcomed by the right-wing
camp and the mainstream media barely even reacted.

Donald Trump's political ascent has long since ceased to be a laughing matter. Even though he
has been exposed hundreds of times, the Trump juggernaut just keeps on going. Indeed, it's
possible it may end inside the White House in eight weeks. Something astonishing has happened.

The one candidate, Clinton, isn't allowed to deceive. She has to apologize for every slip-up, no
matter how minor, and any mistake she makes just refuses go away.

Trump, meanwhile, lies and stirs up hatred and it doesn't harm him in the least. It even helps him
which, of course, he understands and thus continues to operate free of any scruples.

It is precisely this incendiary speech free of inhibitions that is the Trump hallmark. His fans see
his lies as the courage to tell the truth, as chutzpah, as a revolt against those at the top. From the
very beginning of his campaign, he has succeeded in stylizing himself as an outsider, a
challenger to the thoroughly corrupt establishment, and every desperate attempt by the
establishment to counter Trump's demagogy with numbers and data is taken by them as
affirmation. They're ranting at Trump? Then he must be right -- their reaction makes it clear. The
facts contradict his assertions? Who's to say the facts are true?

Carried Away in Anger

There is nothing elegant about this candidate. Those who look closely, or get close to him, can
hardly stand this over-tanned, bloated man with the dyed blond, comb-over hair (or toupee or
whatever it is). He stands there flailing, bellowing and spitting. And his tie is always too long.

He's not even an eloquent speaker. He uses few words, he constantly loses his train of thought
and seldom finds it again and he often gets carried away in anger. He'll repeat a half sentence he
seems to like two or three times, but there's nothing funny or intellectual about it.

All this has led journalist and economist Paul Krugman to believe that Hillary Clinton could
suffer a fate similar to that of Al Gore 16 years ago. He was the smarter, better-educated
candidate, harder working and even a better speaker, but instead his opponent became president -
- a man who could get away with every impudence, lie and mistake: George W. Bush.

Then as now, it has to do with the left's eternal complexes and the self-assurance of the
American right. The Democrats are gentler and less likely to attack their opponent as rabidly,
and they don't defend their own people as decisively as the Republicans. It also has to do with
the Tea Party's hatred and that of the Republicans on the extreme right. They consider President
Barack Obama and candidate Clinton to be unpatriotic simply because they are different -- as a
black man and as a woman, they must be traitors.

The gender issue of course plays a role. The man, Trump, uses course language and exhibits
loutish behavior. The woman, Clinton, is questioned about every step she takes. The man can
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look however he pleases. The woman's hairstyle, pantsuits and weight are constantly scrutinized
and commented on. If you were to imagine, purely theoretically, that the behavior were reversed
in these two candidates and that Trump would be as punctilious as Clinton and Clinton as vulgar
as Trump, then it becomes immediately clear that Trump can only get away with acting as he
likes because his is a white American man running against a woman.

Surveys might indicate that a majority of Americans may now be prepared to accept a woman as
president, but the populace holds women to a stricter standard than men. That's why the seconds
when Clinton lost consciousness are so disastrous. Men are tough, women are frail and delicate.
The cliché of the fainting woman has long been with us in the world of literature and opera --
and it's nonsense.

A New Campaign Chief from Breitbart News

Nevertheless, or therefore, Clinton's fainting spell on Sept. 11 has the potential to decide this
race.

Both candidates are under constant scrutiny -- every word is parsed, every sentence is examined
for possible mistakes and privacy is at a premium. Having to temporarily suspend a campaign for
health reasons isn't accepted. If most politicians are expected to exude good health and vitality,
this rule applies tenfold to presidential candidates in the United States.

"It is extremely important that presidential candidates and also elected presidents are viewed as
being healthy," says Robert Gilbert, professor emeritus of political science at Northeastern
University in Boston, who has written about presidential health. "But pneumonia is easily
treatable, medically speaking, it's a minor thing." Why, then, was the issue discussed as if it were
a life and death moment?

Clinton is judged differently -- without mercy -- believes Dianne Bystrom, director of the Carrie
Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at the University of lowa. "The bar is higher for
Hillary Clinton than it is for Donald Trump," says Bystrom, "simply because she's a woman.
Women in politics are expected to be both good leaders and good women," in the centuries-old,
maternal sense. In other words, it's a contradiction and impossibility. How does a person come
across as assertive and at the same time sweet and warm-hearted? A man can be cold and hard --
that comes across as masculine. "Clinton would even be criticized for not smiling in a debate
about terror and war," says Bystrom.

For Trump, Clinton's pneumonia is an unexpected gift. "There's little doubt Donald Trump dug
himself a very deep hole in the aftermath of the nominating conventions," Republic pollster
Robert Blizzard told the New York Times. At the beginning of August, Trump had fallen almost
eight points behind Clinton in the polls, with his biggest losses in decisive swing states like
Florida and Ohio. He's now leading in those states and his victory appears to be a realistic
possibility.

In mid-August, Trump swapped out his senior campaign team. He replaced his former campaign
chair Paul Manafort with media entrepreneur Steven Bannon, 62. Republican strategist
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Kellyanne Conway took over as campaign manager. For the first time since the beginning of his
campaign, Trump suddenly no longer came across as some kind of "Me Incorporated,” but rather
as the head of an organization. "Since Conway and Bannon took over this ship, it's been sailing
remarkably straight,” says former Trump adviser Michael Caputo.

A Trip to Mexico

Like Trump, campaign chair Bannon doesn't think much of multiculturalism or of making the
Republican Party more attractive to new groups of voters. He's instead focusing on the still
existent white majority and on the right-wing. Bannon has taken over the reins at Trump Tower
on Fifth Avenue in New York and is in charge of putting the candidate in the best possible light,
which he is doing to perfection. He has become Trump's most important man.

Suddenly, the candidate is coming across more statesman-like, even if for only a few seconds at
a time. He has even been able to contain himself throughout entire interviews -- which earlier
would have been inconceivable.

On a Wednesday at the end of August, Trump stood in front of a dark green marble wall adorned
with an oversized Mexican coat of arms, framed by two national flags. Mexican President
Enrique Pefia Nieto was speaking. For Trump, it was an unusual role: He had come as a listener
and had to wait, kneading his fingers, touching one foot with the other. But he managed to
control himself and when Pefia Nieto turned over the podium, he politely thanked Mexico for its
hospitality.

The trip had been Bannon's idea. The campaign chief wanted to stage an event in the place where
his candidate faced the greatest headwinds: in Mexico, the very country whose people Trump
disparaged as "criminals,” people who could only be kept out of the United States by building a
wall. Bannon had to overcome significant resistance; not everyone close to Trump thought it was
a good idea. They thought it too risky -- no, too smarmy. But there Trump was, standing in the
Presidential Palace, and he actually managed not to insult anyone. His hands and words remained
under control and Bannon got the images he had hoped for.

The evening after he returned from Mexico, Trump made an appearance in Phoenix, Arizona.
The venue was only two-thirds full but, as always, Trump's people would later say that the arena
had been too small.

Arizona is something of a political home to Trump, and it shares a border with Mexico. Trump is
a like a marketing firm and his best-selling product is the wall. "Most illegal immigrants are
lower-skilled workers,” Trump said. "Deport them!" shouted one woman in the audience.
"Frankly, illegal immigrants get treated better than many of our vets -- it's a disgrace!" Trump
said, soliciting boos and whistles in the arena. Trump licked his lips before saying how he wants
to deal with immigrants. In addition to the wall ("including & sensors" to detect tunnels, "towers,
aerial surveillance!"), his 10-point immigration plan includes tough provisions for deportations.
Only when we have "truly ended illegal immigration for good @ will we be in a position to
consider the appropriate disposition of those who remain,” he said, bringing visible pleasure to
his audience.

www.afgazad.com 5 afgazad@gmail.com


http://www.afgazad.com/
mailto:afgazad@gmail.com

From Erratic Egoist to Future President

That Wednesday, within a timeframe of just a few hours, Trump showed the two faces that
constitute the decisive phase of the election: He is no longer randomly spewing out delirium, his
attacks are more precise and he is trying to come across as presidential. At the same time, he
remains merciless when it comes to minorities or weaker segments of society. This strategy of
transforming an erratic egoist into a future president has much to do with Steve Bannon and his
idea of politics.

Trump's campaign chief comes from a Democratic family, but for years showed little passion for
politics. After high school, he served on a destroyer in the Pacific before getting hired as an
investment banker at Goldman Sachs. He got rich through a Hollywood deal involving royalties
from the sitcom "Seinfeld."

It's easy to underestimate Bannon at first. He sports a three-day stubble and wears wrinkled shirts
and shorts in stuffy Washington, where he owns an 11-room home near the capital. "He's dressed
like a homeless guy,"” says former co-worker Ben Shapiro.

When it comes to the establishment, Bannon has only one thing: contempt. He abhors the
Democrats and says of the Republicans, "We don't believe there is a functional conservative
party in this country and we certainly don't think the Republican Party is that." When the Tea
Party emerged on the right at the beginning of the 2000s, Bannon was fascinated. He got to know
Sarah Palin, who at the time was still governor of Alaska and a rising star among conservatives.

He first became truly influential in 2012 when he took over leadership of the conservative
website Breitbart News, after founder Andrew Breitbart died of a heart attack. Under Bannon,
Breitbart News developed into a combat organ for the radical right. The site cozied up with the
Tea Party and the so-called alt-right, essentially the intellectual arm of white racists.

Bannon's positions were politically incorrect and included openly xenophobic ideas -- and he
found success with them. The Breitbart site has 31 million visitors a month and is one of the 250
most visited websites in the United States. Its influence is difficult to overstate. Ben Shapiro
considers Bannon to be a "manipulator” who divides the world into two camps, supporters and
detractors. In terms of foreign policy, Bannon is an isolationist like Trump. Economically, he
shares Trumps reluctance about international trade agreements. "But more important to him than
everything else is being strong,” says Shapiro. "Trump has hired his spitting image to head his
campaign."

The Making of Trump

The degree of Bannon's influence on Trump could be observed a week ago Sunday after Clinton
collapsed in New York. It was initially agreed that Trump would remain silent, with Breitbart
tending to the dirty business in an all-capped headline that appeared on the site just hours after
her fainting spell: "Democrats Considering Meeting To Discuss Replacing Hillary Clinton on
Ticket." The site also criticized Clinton for having played with children after being diagnosed
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with pneumonia and even had an article quoting a former Secret Service agent saying, "I've
never seen a protectee go down like that, ever.”

Bannon and Trump are both unscrupulous and radical, more populist than ideological. They have
recognized the degree of anger harbored by disappointed white voters and they are united in their
desire to channel this anger on behalf of their own interests -- Trump for his campaign and
Bannon for his website and for Trump. It is a pact that has benefitted both so far and is intended
to carry them into the White House: Trump as president and Bannon as his chief of staff.

And if they have to lie in order to make that happen, they will do exactly that.

Lying, of course, is not without tradition in the world of politics, but it has always been
considered to be a last resort. Donald Trump, though, lies constantly and profits from it, which is
why he has made lying a part of everyday politics. Last Tuesday, he announced he would
introduce six weeks of paid maternity leave if elected and said Hillary Clinton "has no child care
plan. She never will and if it ever evolves into a plan it'll never get done anyway. All talk. No
action." But Clinton announced her plan to introduce 12 weeks of paid maternity leave a year
ago.

Trump's supporters don't care. They aren't looking for the truth - they just want affirmation of
their own beliefs. They view Trump's deceptions as a political show and assess them as such.
America, including the American media, has allowed itself to be hypnotized over the past 18
months by a con artist.

Trump's success is the story of an outsider who has broken with all the rules of the world of
politics and has done so very successfully. But there's also a second narrative to be told: a story
of longing for attention and an insatiable craving for recognition. His ghostwriter Tony Schwartz
is more inclined to believe the latter version. Schwartz accompanied Trump daily in 1985 in
order to write his autobiography, "The Art of the Deal,” which the presidential candidate praises
today as "the best-selling business book of all time."

The Decisive Move

Donald Trump inherited his wealth and then earned millions with real estate in New York and
elsewhere. He lost lots of money and earned lots back. Now he wanted to make his name glisten
with something other than polished artificial gold. But Schwartz had a problem: Trump couldn't
concentrate and would interrupt interviews after only a short time. "It's impossible to keep him
focused on any topic, other than his own self-aggrandizement, for more than a few minutes,"
Schwartz recently told the New Yorker magazine of his encounters with Trump.

That's why he suggested a new way of approaching the project: He would shadow Trump,
observing his discussions, listening in on his conference calls and watch his negotiations -- a
proposal that most business titans would have angrily rejected. "He loved the attention,"
Schwartz said. "If he could have had 300,000 people listening in, he would have been even
happier."”
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Trump’'s role in the reality-TV show "The Apprentice"” is often described as being an episode in
his glamourous biography, but it was actually the decisive move in Trump's career. It brought the
real estate magnate to the attention of an audience of millions and made him a star, but
somewhere along the line he got addicted to the attention. There aren't many jobs out there that
that bring more attention than being president of the United States.

Trump first considered a run for the presidency in the early 2000s and continued flirting with the
idea but constantly decided against it. It became a running gag -- at least until he made good on
his word.

Michael Caputo, an adviser in Republican circles and one of the many movers and shakers in
American politics, has known Trump since the 1980s. He says that Republican Party officials in
the state of New York came to visit him in 2013 looking for a candidate to run against the
Democrats in the next gubernatorial election there. They were thinking about Trump. Caputo
arranged a meeting. Trump listened to the proposal and then answered that he had his eye on
something bigger, Caputo recalls.

Caputo was curious and he asked Trump how exactly he intended to do that.

Trump replied that he would set the agenda with a constant flurry of announcements and with
brash and spectacular proposals. "I will suck all the air out of the room,” Trump said, with a cold
smile, Caputo recalls. According to this interpretation, Trump is less interested in strict right-
wing politics than he is in generating interest in himself.

Trump's ghostwriter Tony Schwartz also believes that, at his core, the candidate has no ideology
and is focused primarily on himself. But Schwarz believes that doesn't make him any less
dangerous. "I genuinely believe that if Trump wins and gets the nuclear codes there is an
excellent possibility it will lead to the end of civilization,” he told the New Yorker. Schwartz,
who has been tapped by Clinton's people as an advisor for the upcoming debates, says he regrets
having written Trump's memoir. If he could give the book a different title today, he told the
magazine he would call it "The Sociopath."

Channeling David Duke

Because even if there are now serious Trump moments, a responsible party would have
prevented a dangerous man like this from getting as far as he has -- a xenophobic choleric, a
racist, a man who believes in the superiority of the white race. A man not unlike David Duke.

The beige brick home is located on a quiet street in the north of New Orleans, a white Mercedes
S-class sedan parked in the carport. This is where the man who once led the Klu Klux Klan has
built up his propaganda center.

David Duke was sitting in his office last Tuesday, a Confederate flag pinned to his lapel. A
webcam was attached to a computer monitor with a sign above it reminding him to look into the
camera when recording his video podcasts. Mostly, those podcasts focus on alleged Zionist
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conspiracies and on the "Jewish matrix of power" made up of media, finance and politics. He
publishes them on his website.

In July, 66-year-old Duke announced his candidacy for the US Senate in his home state of
Louisiana. Like Trump, Duke is running as a Republican and like the presidential candidate,
Duke is also receiving little support from the GOP party establishment. But that doesn't matter,
Duke believes, because something much bigger is at stake. "The climate of the country has
moved in my direction,” Duke says.

Duke no longer wants to be seen as the outsider with links to the Ku Klux Klan. It's 2016 and
times have changed, as he sees it, and he has now arrived in the mainstream. "Trump says things
these days that sound a lot like what | said decades ago,” Duke says, "except | was a bit more
literate.”

Duke is one of the most notorious right-wing extremists in the United States. He has served time
in prison and has fled abroad to escape charges. His comeback is one of the side effects of
Trump's rise: Rarely before has an anti-Semite and Holocaust denier been able to snuggle up to a
candidate for US president the way Duke has with Trump.

If you ask Duke what his three most important political goals are, it sounds as though he
coordinated them with the Trump campaign: Limit immigration, no more wars and disempower
the establishment in Washington and on Wall Street. Beyond that, Duke is also fighting for the
preservation of "European-American culture,” for the "beauty of creation,” as he calls it. The
segregation of blacks and whites would help, he says. "There are many possibilities. The country
is vast and there are many unpopulated areas,” he says. But it would only work on a voluntary
basis, he insists.

The Demons He Has Awoken

On the bookshelf of his office stands a biography of the Nazi propagandist Joseph Goebbels in
addition to two editions of "Mein Kampf," by Adolf Hitler. A battered campaign poster
advertising "David Duke for Senate 2016" leans in front. Duke believes his time has come,
thanks to Trump.

The Republican candidate has taken white supremacism out of the fringe and made it socially
acceptable. In addition to Duke, Trump also enjoys the support of the right-wing extremist
website The Daily Stormer. And Trump has done little to rid himself of the demons he has
awoken. Trump initially didn't even distance himself from Duke's support before ultimately --
tepidly -- rejecting it. When he was asked about it in the spring, he only said: "l don't know
anything about David Duke, okay?" It was only his campaign leadership that later said they
didn't want to have anything to do with Duke.

But was that merely a tactical move? Or was it the truth, for a change?

In Trump's world, in the world of real estate where he grew up, a cleverly placed lie can be the
expression of singular resourcefulness. Assertions help strengthen one's own position and if you

www.afgazad.com 9 afgazad@gmail.com



http://www.afgazad.com/
mailto:afgazad@gmail.com

win, you're right. But politicians are not competing for a contract, they are laboring to serve the
common good. In a democracy, voters have a right to truthfulness.

In 2011, Trump tested the efficacy of his brand of political discourse when he claimed that
Obama was a Muslim. He then went on to demand that the US president produce his birth
certificate, arguing that Obama had been born in Kenya. There was no proof for Trump's claims
but they were effective nonetheless: Even today, 29 percent of Americans are convinced that
Obama is a Muslim and 9 percent continue to believe he wasn't born in the US, even though
Obama released his birth certificate, which clearly states he was born in Honolulu, Hawaii. The
principle of aspersion had proven itself effective. Trump has since perfected the method.

Innumerable Examples of Untruths

Trump attacked his Republican adversary Ted Cruz by openly doubting whether he was allowed
to run for president because he was born in Canada. He also spoke of photos allegedly showing
Cruz's father together with Lee Harvey Oswald, who would later go on to assassinate John F.
Kennedy. Regarding his Democratic opponent, he said: "We don't know anything about Hillary
in terms of religion,"” though she is a Methodist like her parents.

There are innumerable examples. Trump has said there are "30 million, it could be 34 million"
illegal immigrants in the US, though the actual number is around 11 million. He said that the
unemployment rate was 42 percent, when it is only 4.9 percent. To substantiate his demand that
all Muslims be banned from entering the United States, he claimed that in New Jersey he had
watched "thousands and thousands” of people celebrating the deadly Sept. 11, 2001 terror
attacks, though no eyewitnesses have been found to confirm the incident. The institute
PolitiFacts, which checks the veracity of claims made by politicians, looked into 168 statements
made by Trump and found 70 percent of them to be "mostly false,” "false™ or "pants on fire."
Never before, the institute says, has a politician lied so often.

The negativity of this campaign would likely not be quite as extreme were the Clintons more
obsessed with truthfulness, but Bill Clinton, at least, is a pioneer of "post-truth politics,” as it has
been called in the US. His claim during the 1992 campaign that he had smoked marijuana but
didn't inhale was not meant as a joke. His nationally televised address in 1998, in which he
claimed to have had no sexual relations with the White House intern Monica Lewinsky, was
deception at its finest.

Hillary Clinton is paying the price. Fifty-six percent of Americans say they don't believe her, a
point of view that was only amplified by the affair surrounding her private email server. Clinton
repeatedly made unclear statements regarding her emails, making it look as though she were
prevaricating. The unending affair is comparatively minor and the investigation did not result in
charges being filed, but it has made it easier for Trump to attack her rectitude in the Internet,
which he does on the site www.lyingcrookedhillary.com.

A Weak Flank
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Trump, the notorious liar, has branded Clinton, a serious politician, as a liar and there isn't much
she can do to defend herself or escape the absurdity of the situation because she does in fact have
a weak flank.

That is hardly fair, nor is it justified. Clinton is far more transparent than her opponent. She has
released her tax returns whereas he has thus far refused to do so. She has engaged in detailed
discussions about the purpose and aims of the controversial Clinton Foundation, an organization
that doesn't have much to hide: It focuses on education, access to drinking water and other
classic philanthropic pursuits. It has been demonstrated that 90 percent of the money donated to
the foundation ends up being spent directly on the projects it supports and that the Clintons and
the rest of the foundation board work on a volunteer basis. Trump, by contrast, doesn't talk about
the Trump Foundation, which donates little and instead buys oil paintings depicting Donald
Trump. He speaks even less about the Trump Organization, which funnels money around the
world through a convoluted network of companies until it ultimately ends up in tax shelters. The
potential for conflict of interest should he become president is vast.

The two actually shouldn't be compared at all since they operate on completely different planes.
Clinton's mistakes are orders of magnitude less significant than the lunacy that Trump serves up
on a regular basis. And as a female candidate, her challenge is great enough already: After 43
male presidents, she would be the first woman in the White House.

It is also a question of culture. Trump is contemptuous of education, women, migration,
diversity, the media and freedom of speech. He admires Russian President Vladimir Putin and
wants to build walls. Clinton wants an America that is more tolerant and less obsessed with
weapons. It is no surprise that all of America’s international partners hope that she wins.

Yet as Trump has continued flying across the country without pause, Hillary Clinton was
recently forced to take a break. The candidate headed home to Chappaqua, a small town of 1,400
people about an hour north of New York City. She has lived there for the last 16 years together
with Bill and their house is on a dead-end road called Old House Lane.

The Candidate's Aloofness

The property is only protected by a high fence, but when Hillary announced her candidacy for
the presidency, the police declared the street to be a private road. The part of the street that leads
to the Clintons has now been transformed into an obstacle course made of orange barricades and
gray cement blocks. "That must be how Donald Trump envisions the border to Mexico," says
one neighbor.

These days, the protective walls seem to emphasize the candidate's aloofness, which has become
a problem for her. Following her fainting spell, Clinton followed the playbook she has used so
often in the past, informing only close advisors of her health problems and telling the public
nothing at first. Just a few weeks before the election, Clinton seemed once again to be the
mistress of secrecy -- a woman who has been in the public eye forever but about whom little is
known.
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"Antibiotics can take care of pneumonia. What's the cure for an unhealthy penchant for privacy
that repeatedly creates unnecessary problems?" tweeted David Axelrod, Obama'’s former advisor.
This presidential race "shouldn't be close, but it's close," said Obama.

Initially, her rival Trump said little about Clinton's health problems other than to wish her a
speedy recovery, a clever tactical move. But last Wednesday, Trump abandoned his civility and
wondered if Clinton could handle standing for an hour in an overheated auditorium as he could.
No, his audience screamed. No, Trump said, unfortunately she couldn't.

At a fund raising dinner in New York two days prior to her fainting spell, Clinton said that half
of Trump's supporters belong in a "basket of deplorables” full of racists and sexists. "The disdain
that Hillary Clinton expressed towards millions of decent Americans disqualifies her from public
service," Trump subsequently said at a campaign appearance in Baltimore. "You cannot run for
president if you have such contempt in your heart for the American voter."

Can someone who has spent months disparaging women, veterans and immigrants suddenly
score points as an appeaser? Not really. Of course not. But Trump is an easy man to
underestimate. Because it is continually forgotten that Donald Trump has been an American star
for the last 40 years: rich, omnipresent and an entertainer in a country that is addicted to
entertainment. He acts like many Americans have always wanted to act: free of fear. He says
what he thinks and gets the women he wants to get. A real man in this effete age.

Rooted in Scandal

Trump has been part of the talk show circuit for four decades and the hero of celebrity zines. He
is the embodiment of the American dream, proof that it once worked -- and not all that long ago.
And now he says that the dream no longer works because the system is "crooked" and "rotten" --
which is exactly what many Americans feel to be true. Trump claims that he can fix the system,
make America great again and fulfill the dream for all those who vote for him. What they hear is:
I will make it possible for you to be as rich as | am.

Last Tuesday, Trump made an appearance in Aston, Pennsylvania, a suburb of Philadelphia.
Outside the auditorium, screaming Trump fans stood face-to-face with screaming Clinton fans.
Measured debate is a thing of the past in America.

Trump was there to present his plan for affordable childcare and had brought along his daughter
Ivanka. "We want higher pay, better wages and a growing economy for everyone,” Trump said.
He promised to introduce significant tax cuts to families with children to make childcare more
affordable, a pledge that was met with loud cheering. "Wow, I'm hearing wow. | like to hear
wow. ... Makes your life a lot easier, right?" He took in a breath through his teeth, like he always
does during public appearances when he is even more satisfied with himself than usual.
Somewhere in the audience, a child cried. "See? We'll start with that child. That will be our first
child. That's cute." Can this kind of a campaign actually work?

A candidate like Trump, of course, doesn't just suddenly appear on the American political scene.
Someone like him is the product of a long development. He is made possible. Both politics and
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the voting public have changed in the past several decades, and that change was propelled by
four key figures.

All the rules on the American political scene changed with Gary Hart and Newt Gingrich -- they
helped America discover self-hatred and self-destructiveness.

In 1987, Gary Hart stormed into the political limelight, blessed as he was with confidence,
humor, charm and charisma. But Hart's career crashed and burned due to an affair he had with a
beautiful blonde woman named Donna Rice, who was photographed sitting on his lap and who
also spent some time with him on a handsome yacht called Monkey Business. His was the first of
this new type of scandal and he became an archetype. Reporters from the Miami Herald
badgered Hart, searching for a Watergate-type scoop -- and didn't realize that in their pursuit of
the story, they were fundamentally changing the ground rules of political reporting.

Aggressive Talk Radio

Even before Gary Hart, plenty of candidates and presidents had cheated on their spouses.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson were seldom alone, but why
should the public know?

Why shouldn't the public know? After the Hart debacle, that was the approach taken by
Republican Newt Gingrich. He became manic in his desire to topple Bill Clinton and
transformed the president's private life into a political spectacle -- and he found plenty of media
outlets willing to go along.

Around 20 years ago, ultra-conservative radio stations began pursuing a new form of aggressive
talk radio and the best and best-known hosts among them quickly became stars. That is how
someone like Glenn Beck came to be a household name -- a weapons junkie, a racist and
someone who spoke of the superiority of the white race even before Trump did. That's also how
Rush Limbaugh became prominent, a man who grieved for an America he believed had been
betrayed by the liberal elite. He demonized abortion and simply refused to accept that a black
man had become president.

Everything began with this quartet. Newspapers, television stations and websites like Breitbart
followed in the footsteps of Beck and Limbaugh -- because reporting is expensive and anger is
cheap. Plus, anger is widely read. Trump is the continuation, or perhaps perfection, of Newt
Gingrich.

The sad part about this development is that so much has been lost. The US of today can no
longer agree on what the truth is. There are no longer any objective facts, no common ground.
Everything is torn apart, bent, used and abused in the public arena. Not even statistics or
unimpeachable data counts for much anymore.

Obama’s healthcare reform program, widely known as Obamacare, was controversial because

conservatives saw it as an encroachment on freedom and American self-determination. That is a
political debate, and it's one worth having. But a few years later, data from the Department of
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Health shows that 20 million Americans now have health insurance that used to have none.
Furthermore, medical costs have dropped in places where the insurance program has been
implemented. But such findings have played no role in the ongoing debate. "It's socialism,"
scream Beck, Limbaugh, Bannon and Trump -- and Trump has pledged to repeal the law as soon
as he sets foot in the White House.

An Expert at Getting Attention

In this frame of mind, the country is no longer able to see the news media as neutral and every
single outlet carries a stigma -- Fox as right-wing extreme, the New York Times as East-Coast
liberal -- and that has led to an atmosphere in which it is no longer possible to communicate the
truth even in instances where the truth is clear.

The cacophony of the Internet is another factor, transforming everybody with a Twitter account
into a journalist. Media expert Bernhard Pdrksen, a professor of media studies at the University
of Tlbingen in Germany, describes the phenomenon as “cybernetic agitation, a convulsion
driven by feedback loops and alerts."

Donald Trump is both the product of this new world and its puppet master, one who is an expert
at getting attention. With his 11.6 million Twitter followers, he reaches a mass of people that
publishers can only dream of. And that is where Trump publishes most of his lies, on a platform
where there is no corrective. It is simply too fast: By the time institutes like PolitiFact have
checked a tweet, the next couple missives have already been posted.

This campaign has demonstrated that it is possible for the media to lose the ability to establish a
dividing line between lies and truth in the public conscience. Indeed, that is already the situation
in which the US finds itself -- and that is a bitter finding for the health of democracy.

And then comes Trump, promising to renew this ailing American democracy. Trump suggests
that his political style is verbally robust, but his policies are immaculate. His biggest lie is his
claim that he is telling the truth in the service of the greater good. On Sept. 26, in the first
televised debate, Clinton will have her next opportunity to expose him.

President Obama could play a significant role in the coming weeks. Clinton now needs Obama,
who is ending his presidency with a 52 percent approval rating. The Clinton camp is hoping that
the more popular Obama is, the less effective will be the demons that Trump has summoned.
One of Trump's favorite sentences is that a Clinton presidency would be akin to a third term for
Obama. In these difficult times for Clinton, it is a claim that the Democrats are happy to hear.

A "National Disgrace'

The remaining weeks of the campaign are likely to be dramatic for both teams. A Donald Trump
presidency has become realistic, even if it looked just two weeks ago as though Clinton had built
an insurmountable lead. But the trend is shifting and at the end of last week, Trump was hanging
on to a slim lead in public opinion polls in the important swing states of Ohio and Florida.
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Trump is a "national disgrace and an international pariah,” wrote the former Republican
Secretary of State Colin Powell in a private email that was released last Wednesday by hackers
along with a large amount of additional personal correspondence. "He appeals to the worst
angels of the GOP nature and poor white folks," Powell wrote in another email. Trump's claim
that "within four years he would have 95 percent of blacks voting for him is a schizo fantasy."”
But in the hacked emails, Powell likewise wasn't particularly complimentary of Clinton, his
successor in the State Department. "Everything HRC touches, she kind of screws up with
hubris,” he wrote, using Clinton’s initials.

Whoever emerges victorious in the election on Nov. 8 will likely be the president-elect with the
least amount of popular support since World War 1l. The loser will presumably speak of a
conspiracy and complain of the numerous untruths that poisoned the campaign. The phenomenon
of Donald Trump, who can trace his roots back 131 years ago to the village of Kallstadt, near
Mannheim, will certainly not be the end of this toxic development. He likely won't even be its
apex.

Liars, after all, are no longer on the political fringe.

www.afgazad.com 15 afgazad@gmail.com



http://www.afgazad.com/
mailto:afgazad@gmail.com

