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White House officials are ratcheting up the rhetoric over Iran’s recent ballistic missile test, 

accusing it of being “highly provocative” and threatening non-specific action, which might 

include military force, against Iran over the incident. 
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National Security Adviser Michael Flynn announced that the Trump Administration is “putting 

Iran on notice” over the test, saying that the test threatens stability across the region and “places 

American lives at risk.” Other officials said a lot of options were under consideration. 

In practice very little happened to provoke this reaction. Iran’s single test of a medium-range 

ballistic missile almost certain did not violate the P5+1 nuclear deal’s restriction on testing 

nuclear-capable missiles, and Iran has insisted the design was purely defensive, with no 

consideration of carrying a nuclear payload. 

Indeed, some analysts have noted the ballistic missile ban is largely irrelevant at this point, with 

Iran having only a small civilian nuclear program left. The Obama Administration had similarly 

gotten riled by such conventional tests in the past couple of years, but wasn’t being nearly so 

aggressive as today’s comments. 

With President Trump making clear his intention to try to renegotiate the P5+1 nuclear deal, 

these new threats may be an attempt to scare Iran to the table. At the same time, putting the US 

on a war-footing on the first pretext after the inauguration risks putting the international 

community on Iran’s side over the matter, particularly with so many already concerned the 

Trump Administration is deliberately trying to sabotage the deal. 
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