Olidilzd) 3 jf — o) I licailzd)

ot O S 0 419 43 It (oo (O Ldilad y pudiS g
A Gadid Ay pdS AS Ay O I asa GRS 4y OF e 4y e dad

www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com
Political (b

http://news.antiwar.com/2017/06/29/nato-agrees-on-afghan-troop-boost-wrangles-with-us-on-specific-
numbers/

NATO Agrees on Afghan Troop Boost, Wrangles With
US on Specific Numbers

Jason Ditz
6/29/2017

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg today confirmed that the alliance has agreed at a ministerial-level
meeting on a plan to escalate military involvement in Afghanistan. The exact details of this are
yet to be worked out, and it’s not clear which countries will actually commit troops to the
buildup.

That could involve a substantial amount of wrangling with the US, as America’s own planned
escalation has yet to be announced, and Defense Secretary James Mattis is heavily pushing
NATO on the merits of continuing the already 16-year-old war into the future.

The basic outline agreed to would see up to 10,000 troops, between US and NATO nations, sent
to Afghanistan, and puts the assumed US figure somewhere between 3,000 and 5,000. President
Trump has delegated the decision on troop levels to Mattis, but he has yet to announce a
decision.

British officials were the only ones really publicly supporting the escalation at the NATO
meeting, though they didn’t make it clear how many troops they plan to contribute. It may be
difficult to find enough member nations, this deep into the unpopular war, willing to throw more
troops at the situation.
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