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In 1955, Argentinean-born Che Guevara met Fidel Castro and quickly joined his efforts to 

oust Fulgencio Batista as leader of Cuba — a revolution in which he would go on to play a major 

role and which would lead to Guevara becoming Finance Minister under Castro’s rule. By 1965, 
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Guevara was keen to spread his revolutionary ideas: he began by travelling to the Congo where 

he unsuccessfully attempted to train rebel forces in the area; he then moved on to Bolivia, where 

he was ultimately captured by the Bolivian army and later, in 1967, executed on the orders 

of President René Barrientos. 

Before he left for Bolivia, Guevara secretly visited his wife back in Cuba and gave her a letter, to 

be read by his five children in the event of his death; the next year, he wrote a similar letter just 

for his eldest daughter, Hilda. Both are below. 

[1965] 

To my children 

Dear Hildita, Aleidita, Camilo, Celia, And Ernesto, 

If you ever have to read this letter, it will be because I am no longer with you. You practically 

will not remember me, and the smaller ones will not remember me at all. 

Your father has been a man who acted on his beliefs and has certainly been loyal to his 

convictions. 

Grow up as good revolutionaries. Study hard so that you can master technology, which allows us 

to master nature. Remember that the revolution is what is important, and each one of us, alone is 

worth nothing. 

Above all, always be capable of feeling deeply any injustice committed against anyone, 

anywhere in the world. This is the most beautiful quality in a revolutionary. 

Until forever, my children. I still hope to see you. 

A great big kiss and a big hug from, 

Papa 

——————– 

February 15. 1966 

Dearest Hildita, 

I am writing you now, although you’ll receive this letter much later. But I want you to know that 

I am thinking about you and I hope you’re having a very happy birthday. You are almost a 

woman now, and I cannot write to you the way I write to the little ones, telling them silly things 

or little fibs. 
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You must know that I am still far away and will be gone for quite some time, doing what I can to 

fight against our enemies. Not that it is a great thing, but I am doing something, and I think you 

will always be proud of your father, as I am of you. 

Remember, there are many years of struggle ahead, and even when you are a woman, you will 

have to do your part in the struggle. Meanwhile, you have to prepare yourself, be very 

revolutionary-which at your age means to learn a lot, as much as possible, and always be ready 

to support just causes. Also, obey your mother and don’t think that you know it all too soon. That 

will come in time. 

You should fight to be among the best in school. The best in every sense, and you already know 

what that means; study and revolutionary attitude. In other words: good conduct, seriousness, 

love for the revolution, comradeship, etc. 

I was not that way at your age, but I lived in a different society, where man was an enemy of 

man. Now you have the privilege of living in another era and you must be worthy of it. 

Don’t forget to go by the house to keep an eye on the other kids and advise them to study and 

behave themselves. Especially Aleldita, who pays a lot of attention to you as her older sister. 

All right, old lady. Again I hope you are very happy on your birthday. Give a hug to your mother 

and to Gina. I give you a great big strong one to last as long as we don’t see each other. 

Your Papa 

 

 


