Oliilad) of 5/ — 3 jf licuilzd)

s TS0 gpgr ity e o O Ll 98 g
A Gadid g pdS AS G ) J Al GAS 4 O s g s s
www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com
| European Languages | 99 sl |

January 1, 2018

J. Ditz
03.01.2018

Trump: Pakistan Has Played US for ‘Fools’

Since setting out his plan for Afghan escalation, President Trump has repeatedly criticized
Pakistan for not doing enough to support the US war. On Monday, Trump accused
Pakistan of having played the US for fools in the course of foreign aid, getting $33 billion

for “nothing.”

Trump pledged to stop aid to Pakistan,

pending a review of their “level of

cooperation.” Absent in this, as with
most cuts in funds to Pakistan, is that
many of the US payments to Pakistan

are intended as payments for services /
rendered by the Pakistani government

in the course of the Afghan War.

Pakistan has been increasingly annoyed by Trump’s criticism for months, and was quick
to fire back after this most recent comment, saying all the US ever offers is “invective and
mistrust,” despite all of Pakistan’s intelligence cooperation and use of land and air
communications.

Over the course of the Afghan War, the US has commonly scapegoated Pakistan as the
reason things are going poorly, a position which has found favor with Afghan
governments that have tried to improve relations with India at the expense of historical ties

to Pakistan.
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