Oliilad) of 5/ — 3 jf licuilzd)

s F S0l p g o e Ga G Ll 9S g
A Gadid Ay gdS AS A Gl I ahd GEAS A G s At s 0
www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com
European Languages | ) sl |
May 18, 2018
J. Ditz
20.05.2018

Putin Vows to Stand Up to US Govt’s Attempts to
Block German Pipeline

EU nations, particularly Germany, were already interested in getting closer to Russia in
their joint efforts to save the P5+1 nuclear deal with Iran. Another issue driving them
together is the planned Nord Stream 2 pipeline, connecting Russian natural gas supplies to

Germany.

Vladimir Putin and Angela Merkel

Europe in general, and Germany in particular, need that Russian natural gas. The US
opposes the pipeline, however, for deliberately circumventing Ukrainian territory. Russian
President Vladimir Putin, visiting German Chancellor Angela Merkel, said that Russia

will stand up to US attempts to block the project.

He’s not alone. German Economic Minister Peter Altmaier represented US opposition to

the pipeline as “America first” policy attempting to secure US exports. He warned Europe

would defend its own interests in the matter, even if they conflict with America’s.
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-germany-merkel-putin/putin-seeks-common-cause-with-merkel-over-trump-idUSKCN1IJ1ZL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-germany-merkel-putin/putin-seeks-common-cause-with-merkel-over-trump-idUSKCN1IJ1ZL
http://www.dw.com/en/america-first-europe-will-respond-in-kind-german-minister-says/a-43833458

US officials are downplaying the risk of a “trade war” with Germany over their
disagreements, but have also said they expect German companies to obey US edicts. As
these differences go from hypothetical policy issues to real, practical ones with economic
implications, Germany may find its interests much more closely align with Russia’s, and

ultimately conclude that they’d benefit from a more independent, less US-centric foreign

policy.
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http://www.dw.com/en/us-ambassador-to-germany-richard-grenell-vows-no-trade-war-with-eu/a-43749238

