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All the Good News (Ignored by the Trump-Obsessed
Media)

Photo by Rich Mitchell | CC BY 2.0

There is much good news in this world. But the U.S. mass media barely reports it.

Have you noticed? Syria is on the brink of defeating the U.S.-backed opposition forces
now corralled into Idlib Province. The successes of the Syrian Arab Army and its allies
have decisively stymied Washington’s 17-year-long year effort to dominate the Middle
East through aggressive, illegal regime change operations justified by lies.
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Meanwhile the Sadrists in Irag in alliance with the Iragi Communist Party are steering an
independent national path that includes cordial ties and security cooperation with Iran,
Syria and Russia. The Bush/Cheney dream (of securing Iraq as a U.S. and Israel ally)
hasn’t materialized.

The Europeans, Chinese, Indians and Russians persist in expanding trade with Iran in
defiance of arrogant U.S. threats. This too is good; an affirmation of international law in
the face of U.S. violations. The very departure of the U.S. from the Iran deal, to say
nothing of efforts to sabotage it through secondary sanctions, is illegal.

This too, have you noticed? A remarkable warming of relations between North and South
Korea is underway! The North and South Korean heads of state have met three times in
rapid succession and signed a host of significant agreements. This is an unqualified good,
but the U.S. media pooh-poohs it, questioning whether any progress has really been made
on denuclearization, wondering whether Trump sold out the store in Singapore. The desire
to attack Trump trumps any natural inclination to share the joy of the Korean people at this
dramatic relaxation of tensions. Instead of smiling about it, they glare, and express alarm
that Trump might actually pull U.S. troops out of South Korea. Like that would be an
irresponsible thing.

More good news: Sino-Russian relations are at an all-time high as reflected in the recent
massive joint military operations in East Siberia and numerous trade agreements.
Cooperation between the two nations through the Shanghai Cooperation Organization on
Eurasian infrastructure projects bodes well for the global economy. (Chinese purchases of
Russian jets and missiles has resulted in U.S. sanctions, in the context of the ongoing trade
war. Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov notes that this will simply lead to closer
military cooperation between Russia and China, and further decline in the status of the
dollar as default global currency.)

In July—surely you heard?—Japan suddenly signed with the European Union an economic
partnership agreement establishing the largest trading bloc in the world. In effect, Japan
has become the EU’s 29™ member. This was after Trump pulled out of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership agreement and initiated trade wars with practically everybody, including the
Europeans and Japanese. Trump drove Japan into the arms of the Europeans; arguably a
fine thing.

These are real news stories, perhaps deserving some attention.

But no. Our news anchors report on the Kavanaugh hearings, Christine Blasey Ford’s

allegation, the Mueller probe, Stormy Daniels’ book describing Trump’s prepuce, Bob
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Woodward’s book describing White House chaos and Trump’s closest advisors’ contempt
for him, Trump’s tweets versus his attorney general Jeff Sessions, Trump’s (scandalous!)
declassification of Russia investigation documents, Trump’s trade wars, the U.S. mid-term
elections, and new data about the Puerto Rico disaster (challenging Trump’s assessment).
Hurricane Florence is covered extensively, with attention to Trump’s reaction; and “active
shootings” are reported excitedly as they occur. Police murders and issues of sexual abuse
are of course covered as breaking news.

Joe and Mika and Chris Cuomo spend much time interviewing the authors of newspaper
articles or editorials and books critical of Trump (or promoting their own books). They
devote extensive attention to historical analogies, citing the Anita Hill episode of 1991,
comparing her to Ford and noting how Sen. Orrin Hatch who dismissed Hill’s claims now
similarly rejects Ford’s. Shame!

The CNN and MSNBC anchors promote a sense of impending, inevitable doom for the
administration. “The walls are closing in on the White House,” they say. Yes, the
economy is doing well. (This is almost grudgingly conceded, and the fragility of the
recovery stressed). But Trump’s supposed Russia ties (and possible vulnerability to
blackmail); his confrontational attitude to U.S. allies; his ostensible instinctive sympathy
for autocrats; his erratic statements and behavior; his irrational trade policies; his history
of abusing women and supporting other men who’ve done so—all are supposed to lead to
some proper closure to this sad administration.

And the Democrats will win the November elections. And then there will likely be
impeachment proceedings. The tone is boldly contemptuous. The mainstream media aside
from Fox has become a set of organs for Trump ridicule. “Senior correspondents” and
miscellaneous talking heads sneer at Trump, laugh at him, roll their eyes. They daily call
him a liar and list the latest official number of lies (as tabulated by the New York Times).
It is a highly unusual situation. The world knows the U.S. media and the majority of the
people truly despise Donald Trump and see him as a national embarrassment.

But in projecting that national shame the media downplays almost everything else. A few
minutes are spent from time to time on Yemen, and how awful it is for the Saudis to bomb
all those kids. But the Israeli attack on Syria the other day, that caused the Syrians to
mistakenly shoot down a Russian jet killing 15, was ignored. European politics are
generally ignored. The priorities of the CNN news editor are very different than those of
their BBC or RT counterpart.
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The big vast world out there is largely ignored, referenced when necessary to trash Trump
but not validated as a thing-in-itself. If Trump is solipsistic, the U.S. news directorate is
equally so. The American Exceptionalism which Barack Obama like presidents before him
openly averred is the media’s unofficial ideology.

Top of the hour news, CNN, 11:00 a.m. EST, Sept. 20. Kate Bolduan starts with the
Kavanaugh issue. Then the breaking Maryland mass shooting. Finally something on
Korea!

But hm... The pundit Max Boot (Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations) dismisses
yesterday’s summit between Moon and Kim in Pyongyang while clueless Kate nods in
agreement that a peace agreement between the U.S. and North Korea would be
“dangerous” because it would mean U.S. military withdrawal of the peninsula. They
chuckle together, “Oh Max,” she laughs. “You’ve been critical of Trump’s approach to
North Korea. Do you see the point in another summit [between Kim and Trump]?” No, of
course. Segment over.

Back to the active shooting in Maryland, after a commercial break, very briefly. Then
more Kavanaugh. Then back to Baltimore. Three people dead. We’ll be right back. More
on Puerto Rico now, emphasizing how Trump downplayed the death toll. An interview
with the scholar who compiled the report. (Is this more urgent than covering today’s news
from Yemen?) Trump all the time, all day long.

U.S. imperialism and its consequences? Why bother? The sponsors are tired of foreign
wars, and it’s depressing to see reports that they’ve killed so many innocent people and
created so many refugee crises and produced so many new terrorist groups and generated
so much hatred and contempt for the U.S. in Europe and everywhere.

Better to spare the viewers exposure to all of that and instead focus on bringing down
Trump and restoring normalcy to U.S. foreign policy. That at least seems to be the

thinking.
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