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China and Russia in Strategic Alliance

The Russian magazine of the Strategic Culture Foundation (FCE) published on 7th June
an important editorial dedicated to highlighting the strong contrast between the strategic
alliance for the 21st century that is being consolidated between China and Russia and the

situation of enmity and confrontation that can be seen among Western leaders.

Russian President Vladimir Putin received his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in Moscow

this week for a three-day state visit.

The meeting not only enhanced the personal affection cultivated among them in nearly 30
meetings over the past six years. President Xi referred to Putin as a close friend and a

great international ally.

Even more important is the fact that the two nations are solidifying a strategic alliance

that could define the geopolitics of the 21st century, the FCE editorialist considers.

Putin and Xi — who also recently attended the International Economic Forum in St.
Petersburg — signed a series of bilateral trade agreements there that will boost Eurasian

development and, indeed, global development.

Of particular importance is the continued drive by Moscow and Beijing to conduct
international trade in national currencies, thus avoiding the use of the US dollar as a
means of payment in international transactions. This is a crucial step in countering

Washington’s purported hegemonic control of the global financial system.

Washington today abuses its privileged position of printing or retaining dollars to impose

its imperial domination before the eyes of the world. This abuse must stop, and it will
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stop when Russia and China pave the way for a new, fairer mechanism of international

finance and trade.

The policy of cooperation and partnership between equals described by Putin and Xi is
based on mutual respect and peaceful prosperity. This vision is not only for those two
nations, but for all the others because this policy implies a multi-lateral world without any
kind of subjection. In the context of these principles, the consolidation of the alliance
between Russia and China represents hope for a peaceful future for the planet, the

Russian magazine of the FCE writes.

This positive view is especially welcome at a time when the United States, under
President Donald Trump, has unleashed great tension and multiple conflicts in its attempt

to shore up its deteriorating global dominance.

The United States is exerting sanctions and threats on numerous nations, including Russia
and China, and is doing so even to its supposed allies in Europe, all in a desperate attempt

to assert its hegemonic and uni-polar power.

This Imperial policy is the negation of the policies of solidarity and partnership outlined
by the Russian and Chinese leaderships. The American style is not only useless, but
above all it leads to destruction and war. A path by which, in short, nobody wins, says the

FCE editorialist.

History has shown where a policy like the American one leads. In the 20th century, two
horrendous world wars were fought — with nearly 100 million dead — largely due to

imperialist rivalry.

Russia and China were the two nations that suffered the most in these conflagrations.
Both know the horrible cost of conflict, but also how precious peace is. That is why it is
encouraging to see those two countries forging a new paradigm of international
cooperation based on solidarity and commitment to the development of the common good

of all nations.

While Putin and Xi contribute to a solid project for the future, those of the United States
and some other Western countries publicly show their disagreements. The false
camaraderie of Western leaders is disproved by their ongoing disputes and rivalries.
Trump and other European leaders have just celebrated the 75th anniversary of the

Normandy landing in June 1944, a military event that announced the opening of the
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Western front in Nazi-occupied Europe. It contributed to the defeat of the Third Reich,
but it was by far not the most important battle. The so-called D-Day was not a definitive

milestone in the course of the war.

The historical truth is different. It is indisputable that it was the Soviet Red Army and the
colossal sacrifices of Soviet citizens that constituted the fundamental force to defeat Nazi
Germany and achieve the liberation of Europe from fascism. The momentous Battle of
Stalingrad, which destroyed the Nazi war machine, ended in February 1943, some 16

months before the Western Allies launched their “D” day.

Western leaders enjoy smugly speculating about alleged past glories. This vanity fair
does not change the historical record or objective truth. Those who do not learn from
history repeat their mistakes and fall back into a dead end. They are leaders who are

afraid of the future, says the FCE.

A CubaNews translation by Walter Lippmann.
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