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Biden Administration Affirms U.S. Support for
Corrupt Jordanian Monarchy Amidst Suppression of
Alleged Coup Attempt

Former Crown Prince Hamzah bin Hussein with half-brother Kig Abdullah 11 as they walk
together in the funeral procession of Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader, in Cairo, on
November 12, 2004. [Source: dailysabah.com]

Pattern of U.S. Support for Autocracy across the Middle East

In early April, Prince Hamzah bin Hussein, the former crown prince of Jordan, was
imprisoned under house arrest.

King Abdullah II, who is Hamzah’s half-brother and the absolute ruler of Jordan, ordered
Prince Hamzah to cease communications with the outside world.

Prince Hamzah said he would not keep quiet, tweeting, “I’m not going to obey when they say
you can’t go out, you can’t tweet, you can’t communicate with people.”

The Jordanian deputy prime minister, Ayman Safadi, claimed that the prince was involved in
“incitement and efforts to mobilize citizens against the state in a manner that threatens
national security,” the Associated Press reported.
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The prince denied the allegations, although in a video message he did call out the government
as incompetent and corrupt.

Jordan’s former Crown Prince Hamzah bin Hussein (screenshot via BBC).
[Source: timesofisrael.com]

Grooming and Staging

Prince Hamzah was educated at Western institutions, including the Harrow School and the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in the UK and Harvard University in the U.S.
Likewise, King Abdullah II attended elite U.S. prep schools as a teenager and then Sandhurst.
Such an education helps the king put on a smooth, charming face to Western audiences.

The U.S. government and the Jordanian regime go back many years. In 1977, Bob Woodward
of the Washington Post reported that the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) had on its payroll
King Hussein, father of Hamzah and Abdullah II. To this day, the CIA maintains a deep
relationship with the primary Jordanian intelligence agency, the General Intelligence
Directorate (GID).

King Hussein, center, with Ronald and Nancy Reagan in December 1981. [Source: ebay.com]
With its close ties to U.S. intelligence, Jordan has played a central role as a staging and
training area for CIA-backed groups operating in Syria.

The New York Times acknowledged that President Barack Obama’s support of the CIA
program, known as Timber Sycamore, “came in part because of intense lobbying by foreign
leaders, including King Abdullah II of Jordan and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel, who argued that the United States should take a more active role in trying to end the
conflict.”

www.afgazad.com Y afgazad@gmail.com



U.S. Marines monitor Eager Lion multinational military maneuvers in Quweira, south of
Amman, Jordan, on June 18, 2013. [Source: timesofisracl.com]|

It should come as no surprise that Jordan and Israel operate in concert vis-a-vis pressuring
Washington.

Since the 1994 Israel-Jordan peace treaty, the king of Jordan has played his part successfully:
Keep Palestinian activism to a minimum within the kingdom, secure the Jordan River border,
coordinate on intelligence matters, and stand aside as Israel expands eastward.

e

Signing, on July 25, 1994, of Israel-Jordan peace treaty on the White House lawn. Clinton,
center, with Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres on his left, and King Hussein on his right.
[Source: Ynetnews.com]

Occasional diplomatic spats do nothing to change Jordan’s key role in supporting Israel—
despite its ongoing record of human rights violations.

Abdullah II and Hamzah have put on a cordial public face for most of their lives, but
animosity reportedly remains from when Abdullah II, who had named Hamzah crown prince
in 1999, rescinded the title in 2004. Abdullah II then conferred the title upon his own son.
Military-Industrial Ties

The United States government trains Jordanian troops inside the U.S. The two countries
conduct training exercises in Jordan as well.
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Col. Jeffrey Dickerson helps Jordanian troops prepare for joint U.S.-Jordanian training
exercises in Zarqa, Jordan. [Source: api.army.mil]

The Pentagon operates military installations in Jordan, including the expanding Muwaffaq
Salti Air Base. Current and former U.S. special operations forces are a mainstay at the King
Abdullah IT Special Operations Training Center (KASOTC) in Amman, a facility established
with help from the Pentagon.

U.S. special operations forces training Jordanians at King Abdullah II Special Operations
Training Center in Amman. [Source: dvidshub.net]

Another link tying Washington to the Jordanian regime is the U.S. war industry. The U.S.
government provides at least $350 million to Jordan in the form of annual foreign military
financing, which the Jordanian regime uses to purchase from the U.S. war industry. Though
not as decadent a customer as Riyadh or Abu Dhabi, Amman has purchased steadily from the
U.S. war industry.
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Jordan’s King Abdullah II (left) and U.S. Vice President Joe Biden (center) listen to
Jordanian Chief of Staff General Mashal Mohammad Zaben during their visit to a joint
Jordanian-American training center at Zarqa, northeast of Amman, Jordan, March 10, 2016.
[Source: al-monitor.com]

Recent U.S. war industry sales to Jordan include, but are not limited to, AM General vehicle
upgrades, various cartridge actuated devices, parts for Lockheed Martin artillery rocket
systems, software updates for Lockheed Martin F-16 mission planning systems, Northrop
Grumman motors for Raytheon air-to-air missiles, support services for a Raytheon/Lockheed
Martin anti-tank missile system, Raytheon’s Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Data System,
a Lockheed Martin UH-60M “Black Hawk™ helicopter, and Marine Group Boat Works
patrol boats.

Lockheed Martin UH-60M “Black Hawk™ helicopter sold to Jordan. [Source: asdnews.com]
Furthermore, U.S. war corporations, such as Vectrus, which runs substantial U.S. Army
communication infrastructure, operate in Jordan.
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Vectrus headquarters in Colorado Springs. [Source: gazette.com]

Homefront Intrigue

King Abdullah II faces multiple, compounding problems at home, including economic woes,
refugees from U.S. wars, troubles combatting the COVID-19 pandemic, and restive tribal
leaders.
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the fourth ordinary parliamentary session in the capital Amman on Nov. 10, 2019.
[Source: foreignpolicy.com]

Insecure and fearful of democracy, the Jordanian regime initially claimed a coup d’état was
afoot, accusing Prince Hamzah and other officials of intending to destabilize the country’s
“security and stability” with the assistance of unnamed foreign partners.

On Monday, April 5th, the BBC reported that Israeli businessman Roy Shaposhnik, a self-
declared friend of Hamzah, offered to fly the prince’s family out of the country to stay at his
house in Europe.
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Roy Shaposhnik [Source: twitter.com]
On that same day, Prince Hamzah reportedly signed a letter affirming loyalty to King
Abdullah II.
By Tuesday, the Jordanian regime had outlawed reporting on the alleged coup. This included
social media and news outlets.
On Wednesday, a TV newscaster read a speech from King Abdullah II, affirming “The
sedition has been nipped in the bud.” Prince Hamzah has “pledged to remain loyal,” and he is
“now with his family in his palace under my care.” The speech made clear that the
government was still investigating the alleged plot.
The Jordanian regime soon backed off its claim that Prince Hamzah had intended to mount a
coup. The prince has laid low since, making a lone brief appearance. The regime’s security
services, particularly the public prosecutor at the State Security Court, continue
investigating the events.
Western Response
London and Washington promptly pledged their support for King Abdullah II, who is a key
ally of the U.S. ruling class, Israel and, despite occasional personality clashes, absolutist Arab

regimes in the Gulf.
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President Donald Trump, accompanied by first lady Melania Trump and Queen Rania, shakes
hands with Jordan’s King Abdullah II in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington,
Wednesday, April 5, 2017. [Source: businessinsider.com]
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The latter regimes, including the Saudis and Emirates, ever fearful of losing their own grips
on authority, were also quick to voice their support for the Jordanian king. The Saudi regime
has categorically denied speculation that it was somehow involved in the alleged coup
attempt.

Nearly across the board, Western press outlets have misrepresented the situation, stoking
fears that Jordan’s position as “an island of stability” in a “volatile region” and “tough
neighborhood” might be in jeopardy.

In fact, the anti-democratic nature of U.S.-backed Arab regimes—whether Egyptian,
Jordanian, Saudi, Emirati, Omani, or Bahraini—is a contributing factor to regional instability
and volatility, as suppressing popular free will invariably engenders a desperate and
distressed body politic.

Royal Pestilence

Royals are a portion of the ruling class ripe for dissolution. Royalty plagues not only the
Middle East but also parts of Europe and Asia, though many royal families outside of the
Middle East serve more as symbols than concrete political participants. Nonetheless, in all
cases, top royals live lavishly as parasites upon the body politic.

In Japan, for example, where the monarchy has been politically neutered since the end of
World War II, the reigning emperor lives largely out of touch from society and has done
nothing to rid the Japanese of the numerous U.S. military bases infesting the island country.
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Japanese Emperor Akihito with the Empress Michiko in 2016. [Source: spfusa.org]
In Thailand, protests against the strict Thai monarchy are ongoing. In Spain, where the king
serves symbolically as head of state, scandal after scandal led to King Juan Carlos’s 2020
abdication and eventual move abroad. It is no coincidence that he reportedly lives now in the
United Arab Emirates, one of the more oppressive regimes on the planet.
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Spanish King Juan Carlos with a state minister in Abu Dhabi in April 2014.
[Source: dailysabah.com]
Class Nature
The alleged coup attempt in Jordan must be seen against a backdrop of class struggle. The
D.C.-centered alliance of autocratic elites in the Middle East, in which the Jordanian regime
plays a pivotal role, faces off against an Arab working class long denied self-determination,
dating back through British, French, and Ottoman rule.
As they go about their daily lives, and maneuver to retain absolute authority, the ruling class
knows it is only a matter of time before the next popular revolution breaks out.
There is no indication that Prince Hamzah, if he were to ascend to the kingship, would open
the country to democracy. The country’s current status as a “constitutional monarchy,”
wherein a parliament offers legislation and the king rules with a tight grip, would likely be
his preferred system of command. If king, Hamzah would rule with absolute authority while
offering the tribes and Jordanian working class a few policy reforms to take the lid off the
simmering kettle.
A full accounting of Western crimes against the Arab public necessitates removal of
antidemocratic regimes, from Rabat to Muscat, and explicit adoption of a hands-off approach
that allows unequivocal working-class self-determination across the Arab world.
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