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95% of the news ""that reaches us'' of the wars in
Iraq, Afghanistan or Ukraine comes from NATO
countries

Sources: Rebellion [Image: Jaime Alekos (CEAR)]

"The first victim of war is the truth," recall CEAR and the Unio de Periodistes Valencians.

"When they silence a journalist, they silence your right to know"; is the quote attached to
the photograph of reporter Pablo Gonzalez, who heads the blog #FreePablo. Colleagues of
the journalist created this website when they learned of his arrest on February 28, 2022 in
Poland, accused of being a Russian agent. Collaborator of media such as Publico, Gara or
La Sexta, he covered the exodus of Ukrainian refugees at the border, among other
information. On November 22, Pablo Gonzalez received the sight of his partner in the
prison of Radom (Poland), after 267 days without being able to contact the family and

"under the strict surveillance of a Polish intelligence officer."

www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com



A source of interest to question official truths is the Analisi report of the Tractament
mediatic del conflicte d'Ucraina i de l'acollida de refugiades, realized by the Commission
for Refugee Aid (CEAR)-Valencian Country and the Union of Valencian Journalists.
Presented on December 12 at the Col-legi Major Rector Peset of the Universitat de
Valencia, the report is authored by the journalist Laura Escarti.

The first conclusion of the study is that the information on the war in Ukraine — and forced
population displacement — have silenced other conflicts in the media; for example, "in the
Sahara Western continues to have a war declared by the Polisario Front"; also in
Afghanistan, "where thousands of people are forced to flee, in many cases trying to access
the embassies of Spain in Iran and Pakistan to initiate the processes of transfer and
international protection".

It is one of the points also addressed by the 2022 Alert report of Escola Cultura de Pau
(Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona), which recorded 32 armed conflicts in the world
during 2021; the 17 conflicts classified as "serious" happen in Cameroon, Ethiopia, Mali,
Mozambique, Lake Chad Region, Western Sahel Region, Central African Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo (two conflicts mentioned), Somalia, Sudan, South
Sudan, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Iraq, Syria and Yemen.

At the end of 2020, according to UNHCR, the number of people forcibly displaced as a
result of persecution, conflict or Human rights violations had reached 82.4 million, more
than the double that of a decade ago.

El estudio de CEAR-PV y la Uni6 de Periodistes detalla que el 95% de las informaciones
“que nos llegan” sobre las guerras de Irak, Afganistin o Ucrania tienen como fuente a
paises de la OTAN. “El concepto de ‘guerra hibrida’ se ha consolidado, haciendo que la
desinformacion y la propaganda sean un medio utilizado de manera recurrente por las dos
partes en conflicto y sus aliados”, afiade el sexto informe del Observatorio de
medios Sense topics.

Respecto al objeto de las informaciones, se incluye la estadistica de la plataforma
MyNews, que analizéo 997.028 piezas informativas —entre febrero y octubre de 2022- en
1.250 portales digitales de la prensa espafiola; la gran mayoria -el 88,7%- hacen referencia
a Ucrania, frente al caso de Siria (3,3%); Afganistan (3,2%), Palestina (1,7%), Mali
(1,4%), Etiopia (0,9%) y Yemen (0,9%).

A partir de este andlisis, un contraste significativo es el que se desprende de las
informaciones sobre la guerra en un periodo equivalente; asi, las 883.956 informaciones

contabilizadas durante ocho meses sobre el conflicto de Ucrania (24 febrero-24 octubre
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2022), es muy superior al del mismo periodo en la guerra de Siria (desde el inicio de la
guerra, el 15 marzo de 2011, hasta el 15 noviembre del mismo afio: 83.110 noticias.

“La primera victima de la guerra es la verdad”, recuerdan CEAR y la Uni6 de Periodistes
Valencians. Explican que los discursos a favor del conflicto bélico dominan los programas
informativos, tanto en Ucrania y sus aliados como en la Federacion Rusa; mientras, se
promueve la censura a los medios de comunicacion del bloque antagonico.

El estudio se apoya, entre otras fuentes, en una informacion del periddico La Vanguardia,
publicada el pasado 2 de marzo: “Los medios estatales rusos, prohibidos en la UE”
(referencia a la suspension de las emisiones de Russia Today y Sputnik); y en sentido
contrario, titul6 el diario El Pais el 4 de marzo: “Rusia bloquea medios extranjeros y redes
sociales con una nueva ley que castiga con carcel ‘la desinformacion’”.

En un capitulo del informe presentado en el Col-legi Major Rector Peset, se afirma que
existe una “diferente acogida y reconocimiento de derechos” a las personas refugiadas;
ACNUR sefiala que existen cerca de ocho millones de ucranianos refugiados en Europa, y
siete millones de desplazados internos, lo que ha supuesto uno de los éxodos mas rapidos
desde la Segunda Guerra Mundial (principalmente personas mayores de 60 anos, mujeres
y menores, debido a que el Gobierno de Ucrania prohibio la salida de hombres en edad
militar).

La mayor afluencia de personas refugiadas se ha dado en los paises fronterizos con
Ucrania: Rusia es, actualmente, el pais que acoge un mayor nimero de refugiados ucranios
(2,8 millones, ACNUR), seguido de Polonia (mas de 1,4 millones); sin embargo, en una
primera etapa del conflicto, Polonia y Hungria ocupaban la primera posicion, “mostrando
una muestra de solidaridad que no tuvieron en 2015 durante la mal denominada ‘crisis de
los refugiados’”, compara el Observatorio Sense topics.

En 2015 los paises del grupo de Visegrado —Polonia, Hungria, Republica Checa y
Eslovaquia- rechazaron las llamadas cuotas de reparto de personas refugiadas que sugirié
la UE.

But this time we proceeded differently; The The European Commission proposed — on the
occasion of the war in Ukraine — to activate the Directive 2001/55/EC laying down
minimum standards for granting protection temporary in case of massive influx of
displaced persons, among others issues.

The Council of Europe accepted the proposal at the beginning of March, which has meant
that the Directive was applied for the first time (it was adopted in 2001, on the occasion of

the conflict in the Balkans). With what consequences? "The Ukrainians have been able to
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move freely around the EU and settle in Any of its member states: they were automatically
granted a permit of residence and had the right to work and have adequate
accommodation, access to medical care, as well as social assistance and financial support",
CEAR and the Uni6 de Periodistes stand out.

Rebelion has published this article with the permission of the author through a Creative

Commons license, respecting his freedom to publish it in other sources.
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