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US congressmen game out war with China in 2025 
Last weekend, Republican members of Congress carried out a war game, led by a retired 

US general, envisioning a war with China by 2025, the Wall Street Journal reported. 

 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln in formation during Rim of the 

Pacific exercises July 28, 2022. (Canadian Armed Forces photo by Cpl. Djalma Vuong-De 

Ramos) 220728-O-CA231-2003 [Photo: Canadian Armed Forces photo by Cpl. Djalma 

Vuong-De Ramos] 

At the Republican Party policy retreat in Orlando, Florida, retired US Navy Rear Adm. 

Mark Montgomery oversaw a simulated war with China that led to the deaths of tens of 

thousands of Americans and the potential sinking of US aircraft carriers. 

While the exercise was presented as a defensive response on the part of the United States 

to a Chinese invasion of Taiwan, the US is systematically working to provoke a conflict 

with China by ending the one-China policy, arming Taiwan and expanding the presence of 

US troops on the island. 
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As the Wall Street Journal described the war game in an editorial, “The costs would be 

enormous and include Gold Stars in windows across America. Adm. Montgomery said 

casualties could range from about 15 to 50 in every Congressional district in the U.S.—or 

roughly 5,000 to 20,000 Americans.” 

The far-right Washington Free Beacon, which also reported on the war game, wrote that 

“lawmakers huddled Sunday night to map out the biggest threat facing the American 

people: an all-out war with China.” 

The Free Beacon wrote that “American casualties in a conflict involving the United 

States, Taiwan, and China could total in the tens of thousands in just a matter of days.” It 

wrote that, “In some of the more extreme cases, the United States would face up to 20,000 

military casualties in a single week—the most seen since World War II.” 

Nebraska Republican Rep. Don Bacon declared, “It’s going to be a bloody fight… If we 

have time to get some munitions and aircraft there, we’d come out on top, but it’d still be 

bloody.” 

Rep. Michael Waltz told the Free Beacon, “Our timeline with China won’t be what we 

saw with Russia… We won’t have this long, slow buildup to figure out what we want to 

do, and debate what we’re going to do.” 

The responses considered by the lawmakers included, according to the Free Beacon, 

“striking mainland China, attacking China’s ships, or overwhelming Chinese forces with a 

blockade of sorts and stopping ground troops from setting foot on Taiwan. All of those 

scenarios, according to members who attended, involved significant U.S. casualties.” 

Increasingly, dominant sections of the US political and military establishment are seeing a 

potential US war with China as a matter not of decades, but of years. 

In January, Air Force Gen. Michael Minihan told his command that he expects the US to 

be at war with China by 2025. “My gut tells me we will fight in 2025,” he said. He urged 

airmen under his command to get their “personal affairs” in order in preparation for war. 

However disastrous the consequences of a US war with China, the US has taken a number 

of steps in recent weeks that are intended to prepare a direct confrontation. 

On March 11, US Director of National Intelligence Avril Hanes stated that Biden’s 

assertion that the US would go to war with China over Taiwan was not just the president’s 

personal opinion, but actual US policy. 

In September, Biden was asked during an interview, “so unlike Ukraine, US forces, US 

men and women, would defend Taiwan in the event of a Chinese invasion?” Biden 

replied, “Yes.” 
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Even as it moves to end the policy of “strategic ambiguity” and declares that the US would 

go to war with China over Taiwan, the US is shifting toward ending the “one-China 

policy,” according to which it is the US position that Taiwan is part of China. 

On Tuesday, the US House of Representatives passed the Taiwan Assurance 

Implementation Act, which formally tasks the State Department to “identify opportunities 

to lift any remaining self-imposed limitations on U.S.-Taiwan engagement and articulate a 

plan to do so.” 

The Chinese state newspaper Global Times cited Yang Xiyu, a senior research fellow at 

the China Institute of International Studies, who pointed to the essential significance of the 

law: “The bill suggests that the US House intends to unilaterally change the status quo 

across the Straits… For the past 40 years, the US maintained only unofficial interactions 

with the island, but now they are looking to shift to an official one.” 

The statement by the office of Republican Rep. Ann Wagner on the passage of the bill 

asserted that, “For decades, most senior U.S. executive branch officials, including high-

ranking military officers, were banned from visiting Taiwan to appease China. Similarly, 

Taiwan’s top leadership could not travel to the United States.” 

The act would move to overturn these restrictions. China, for its part, has repeatedly stated 

that the US’ formal recognition of Taiwan would lead to a reunification by force. 

World Socialist 24.03.2023 


