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Global News Dispatches: 4 Stories

Note to Editors: This is a selection of news wire reports that have been edited to be
relevant for audiences for the next two weeks. You are welcome to select and publish
individual items or the whole stack.

Headlines in This News Package:

Argentina and Brazil Rejoin UNASUR

Latin American and Caribbean Governments Agree to Join Forces Against Inflation
Tens of Thousands of Indian Farmers and Workers Converge in New Delhi for
Massive Rally

Eighty-Seven Percent of Service Workers in the U.S. South Were Injured on the Job
Last Year

[NEWS ITEM TEXT]

Argentina and Brazil Rejoin UNASUR

[253 words]

The governments of Argentine President Alberto Fernandez and Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva have officially rejoined the Union of South American Nations
(UNASUR), a regional integration organization founded in May 2008.

Between 2018 and 2020, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru,
and Uruguay, under the leadership of conservative heads of state, withdrew from
UNASUR due to their alignment with U.S. interests.

In November 2019, following the coup against democratically elected president Evo

Morales, the de facto government led by Jeanine Afiez withdrew Bolivia from UNASUR.
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In November 2020, after the election of President Luis Arce, the country rejoined the
regional body.

In August 2021, the government of former Peruvian President Pedro Castillo also
announced his country’s reincorporation into the bloc. However, following his ouster and
arrest in December 2022, Castillo’s successor Dina Boluarte suspended Peru’s
membership.

On April 5, Argentine foreign minister Santiago Cafiero announced the country’s official
return to the body after four years of absence. Likewise, on Thursday, April 6, President
Lula signed a decree making official Brazil’s return to UNASUR, also after four years.
The measure marked a step in Lula’s drive to reposition the country’s politics after the
four years of conservative former president Jair Bolsonaro, who withdrew Brazil from the
bloc in April 2019.

Brazil’s decision came a day after the member states of the Alliance of Latin American
and Caribbean Countries against Inflation (APALCI), including Brazil and Argentina,

agreed to join efforts to face the inflation crisis and strengthen regional integration and

trade.
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Latin American and Caribbean Governments Agree to Join Forces Against Inflation
[216 words]

On April 5, the leaders of 11 Latin American and Caribbean countries took part in a virtual
summit against inflation called by Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador
(AMLO). The summit sought to form an alliance to jointly face the inflation crisis
affecting the region.

In addition to President AMLO of Mexico, the countries represented were Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Honduras, Venezuela, Belize, Colombia, and Saint Vincent

and the Grenadines.

During the meeting, political leaders discussed joint solutions to face high food prices and
shortages in the region, as well as to strengthen regional integration and trade. They
expressed their will to unite efforts to guarantee economic growth and development that
promote inclusion, equity, and sustainability of food and nutrition security for people, and
to face inflationary pressures on the basic food basket and essential goods and services.
They also committed to strengthening their economies and productive sectors through

inclusion, solidarity, and international cooperation.
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In this regard, the leaders signed a joint declaration and agreed on actions to “advance the

definition of trade facilities as well as logistical, financial, and other measures that will
allow the exchange of basic food basket products and intermediate goods under better
conditions, with the priority of lowering the costs of such products for the poorest and
most vulnerable population.”
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Tens of Thousands of Indian Farmers and Workers Converge in New Delhi for
Massive Rally

[296 words]

On April 5, tens of thousands of farmers and workers from across India came to the capital
New Delhi to protest the central government’s anti-farmer and anti-labor policies. The
rally was held at the Ramlila Maidan grounds.

The rally was jointly organized by some of India’s biggest organizations representing
farmers, workers, and agricultural laborers—All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS), Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU), and All India Agriculture Workers Union (AIAWU),
respectively.

The protesters demanded relief from inflation, a legal guarantee of Minimum Support
Price (MSP) on major crops, a minimum wage for all workers at Rs 26,000 ($317) per
month, debt relief, a pension for all farmers above the age of 60, repeal of the four anti-
labor codes, and the withdrawal of the Electricity Amendment Bill 2020, among other
measures.

Unions have highlighted several issues plaguing Indian farmers such as stagnant wages,
price rises, unemployment, job insecurity, and low returns for farm produce. According to
a joint statement, 100,000 farmers have committed suicide in the last eight years. The
unions also have raised alarm over the unprecedented increase in the number of suicides
by daily wagers—112,000 in just three years from 2019 to 2021. Particularly since the

historic farmers’ movement in India in 2020-21, farmers across the country have played a

key role in protests against the government’s policies.

Protesters accused the Modi-led government of creating a livelihood crisis for all sections
of the working class. KN Umesh, CITU National Secretary, told NewsClick that the fight
might be multipronged, but the campaign generated much confidence among workers.
“Wherever we went, people said they were fed up with this government and it should go,”
he said. “[The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party] may have a majority in Parliament, but

people are on the streets.”
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Eighty-Seven Percent of Service Workers in the U.S. South Were Injured on the Job
Last Year

[251 words]

A March survey of 347 service workers in the U.S. South found that a shocking 87 percent
were injured on the job in the last year. The workers surveyed came from eleven states
across the “Black Belt,” or Southern states with historically large Black populations.
Workers organized under the Union of Southern Service Workers filed a landmark civil

rights complaint against the South Carolina Occupational Safety and Health

Administration (SC OSHA), alleging that the agency “discriminates by disproportionately
excluding Black workers from the protection of its programmed inspections.”

The survey, conducted by the Strategic Organizing Center, laid bare the shocking reality
of the service industry in the U.S. South, composed of principally Black workers. More
than half of survey respondents reported observing serious health and safety hazards at
work.

The survey data indicates that workers often fear retaliation to avoid enforcing safety rules
themselves, something they shouldn’t have to do in the first place. Service workers need
OSHA agencies, whose jobs are to step in to enforce safety regulations.

But in South Carolina, their statewide OSHA plan is not doing its job, workers say. As
USSW reports in their complaint, “SC OSHA neglects key industries whose workforce is
42% [Black] employees while focusing the vast majority of its programmed inspections on
industries made up of only 18% [Black] workers.”

In conjunction with their complaint, USSW workers went on a one-day strike across three
states—Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina—yesterday to fight the dangerous

trend of unsafe service industry workplaces.
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