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Would-Be Underwear Bomber Is CIA Informant

By John Glaser
May 8, 2012

U.S. and Yemeni officials have confirmed that the supposed would-be underwear bomber at the
heart of an al-Qaeda airliner plot revealed this week was actually an informant working for the
CIA and Saudi intelligence all along.

Members of the Obama administration spent virtually all of yesterday parading throughout major
media outlets claiming their intrepid counterterrorism efforts successfully foiled a terrorist plot to
blow up an American airliner. But now officials have anonymously confirmed that the plot, like
so many other “successfully foiled” terror attacks, was hatched by the CIA from the start.

Instead of showing that the CIA and the counterterrorism policies of the U.S. are keeping
Americans safe from harm, or that al-Qaeda is making “inroads,” as former director of
the National Counterterrorism Center Michael Leiter said, all this lauded incident shows is that
the CIA can get weapons from shadowy sources and blow up planes, if it wanted to.

Officials say the informant was working for the CIA and Saudi Arabian intelligence when he
was given the bomb by alleged terrorists. He then turned the device over to authorities.

This explains what many people had wondered about in the day since this supposed terror plot
was revealed. There was so much secrecy about the plot, and zero information about who it was
that attempted to bomb an airliner. Officials simply repeated that Americans were in no danger
and the would-be bomber was “in no position to harm the United States.”
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