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Attacks, Tensions Complicate US Training for Afghan
Forces

By Jason Ditz
June 24, 2012

Termed “Green-on-Blue” attacks by US officials, the number of incidents in which Afghan
police and military forces have attacked and killed NATO occupation forces in the nation is large
and growing.

This is a problem for all troops in the country, as mistrust between the occupation forces and
their allies continues to leave everyone on edge, but is doubly so for the soldiers involved in
training Afghan forces.

Where NATO ground troops may have only fleeting contact with the local forces, mediated by
interpreters, the trainers are in daily, direct contact with Afghan recruits, and exactly how
trustworthy those recruits are is a constant concern.

Pentagon officials downplayed the seriousness of the concern, insisting that the “huge majority”
of Afghan forces don’t take part in the “green-on-blue” attacks. They also insisted that the
Afghan government is making a good effort to limit the incidents with better screening. The
incidents continue, however, and that means so will the tensions.
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