Oliiledf of 5 — o jf licailzd)

e (S 0] g a5 Gl St G O il 98 g
A il oy S AS Ay Of I b S Ay (T e Ay e s

www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com
European Languages ‘ e s oty

Antiwar.com

Attack on Pakistan Shi’ite Pilgrims Kills 14

By Jason Ditz
6/28/2012

A suicide car bomber attacked a busload of Pakistani pilgrims returning from Iran today, killing
at least 14 people and wounding 30 others. Two of the slain were reportedly Pakistani police
who were providing an escort for the returning bus.
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The pilgrims were Shi’ites who had just gotten back into the country, and were hit in
Balochistan, not far from the Iranian border. So far no group has claimed credit, but this is the
second time that Shi’ite pilgrims have been hit in the area in just over a week.

A number of Balochistan separatist movements, notably Jundallah, are fiercely anti-Shi’ite, and
have launched targets against religious pilgrims in the region as well as Shi’ite religious sites
inside Iran.

Religious pilgrimages have become increasingly dangerous for Shi’ites in the region, and

Pakistan’s government has deployed military and police escorts in an attempt to protect them. So
far, however, this seems to have done little to prevent the attacks.
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