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Global Research

Western Powers Double Down on Syria’s Destruction

By Shamus Cooke
10/1/2012

“The hottest places in Hell are reserved for those, who in time of great moral crisis, maintain
their neutrality.” — Dante
The world watches as a nation is torn, slow motion, at the seams. Money and geopolitics has
caused a feeding frenzy of western nations biting and tearing at Syria, all hoping to profit from
the regime’s destruction.

Toward this effort, England, France, and the United States announced increased support to the
“rebels” of Syria. The Obama administration promised $45 million more in funding for aid that
has now totaled $175 million (is it any wonder there are budget problems inside the U.S.?).

And although much of the U.S. aid is designated as “humanitarian,” this money will directly help
the military mission by bolstering the prestige of opposition groups, who will use the U.S. aid to
gain adherents by being able to feed and house refugees fleeing the destruction (assuming that
not all of this money will simply be used to buy guns).

Of course there is no accounting of the amount of money and arms the CIA is funneling into the
country. But even The NewYork Times has admitted the CIA’s involvement; in June it wrote:

“A small number of C.ILA. officers are operating secretly in southern Turkey, helping allies

decide which Syrian opposition fighters across the border will receive arms to fight the Syrian
government, according to American officials and Arab intelligence officers...the weapons,
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including automatic rifles, rocket-propelled grenades, ammunition and some antitank weapons,
are being funneled mostly across the Turkish border by way of a shadowy network of
intermediaries including Syria’s Muslim Brotherhood and paid for by Turkey, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar, the officials said.”

There you have the Syrian opposition in a nutshell: groups of mercenaries funded by Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, the United States and France, and the Muslim Brotherhood inside Syria. All of
these groups have their own self-interest in toppling the Syrian government, while destroying the
country and its people in the process.

Saudi Arabia has used the Muslim Brotherhood as a key tool in its foreign policy for decades,
funding the organization in countries all over the Middle East and North Africa. When Saudi
Arabia beckons, the Muslim Brotherhood and associated groups can be used to destabilize
“unfriendly” regimes in the name of “jihad” — officially declared by clerics who work in
tandem with the Saudi Arabian government to recruit fighters for the effort. This is why there are
“terrorist” groups now fighting to overthrow the Syrian government, including Al Qaeda — itself
born from the purse strings of Saudi Arabia, like the Taliban (there is an excellent chapter about
this dynamic in Vijay Prashad’s book, the Darker Nations).

It is very revealing that, after the U.S. has spent hundreds of millions of dollars and large
amounts of weaponry has been trafficked into the country, the Syrian government still controls
the vast majority of the country. This is because the majority of people inside Syria do not
support the so-called Syrian Opposition. If this were the case, the Syrian government would have
long since been overthrown. The revolutionaries of Egypt and Tunisia did not need any outside
help in toppling their government, nor large amounts of money or weaponry.

Therefore, the steady destruction of Syria will continue until it reaches a Libya-like crescendo: a
“no fly zone” will be the goal of the western powers, with the motive of toppling the regime.

But like in Libya, a no fly zone equals total war. Syria has advanced Russian-made surface-to-air
missiles, which must be destroyed to enforce such a no fly zone. Syria also has fighter jets that
must be destroyed. Additional ground support must be destroyed. And like Libya, once the
bombs start dropping, the mission quickly changes from a “no fly zone” to “regime change,” i.e.,
war.

But Syria has a much more powerful army than Libya, requiring that the U.S. military become
directly involved in the war, as opposed to outsourcing the conflict to England and France as
they did in Libya. Only the U.S. military and its subordinate allies have the required weapons to
deal with Syria’s Russian-made weaponry.

But the American people hate war, and thus the U.S. government must introduce the Syrian war
slowly, through non-stop anti-Syria media coverage, in the hopes that opinion polls shift enough
to allow direct military intervention, as opposed to the current indirect type.
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What do the people of Syria really want? The NewYork Times revealed that, inside Syria, a
group of twenty opposition groups recently met in Syria’s capital to demand that Syria’s
democratic transition happen peacefully, in effect denouncing the armed rebels who are being
funded by foreign nations.

The international implications of this war have already begun to manifest. Neighboring countries
are experiencing stress and destabilization by the flood of refugees from Syria. The Kurds in
Syria may soon call for independence, which will incite further violence from Turkey.
Hezbollah, based in Lebanon, and Iran will work doubly hard to re-enforce the Syrian
government as western powers do the opposite.

Ethnic and religious tensions are being stoked in all neighboring countries, which has already led
to violence and will be used by politicians in those countries for political aims, leading to more
violence. It’s also possible if an official war is declared against Syria, other powers will use the
chaos as a shield to pursue their own interests —Israel for example, may opportunistically bomb
Iran. Whatever the course of events, the emerging war in Syria has the potential not only to turn
the Middle East into dust, but to drag larger powers like Russia — an ally of Syria — into
conflict with the United States.

All working people in the United States have a duty to denounce this U.S.-made humanitarian
tragedy and the future threat of war.
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