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A Black Agenda Radio Commentary by executive editor Glen Ford 

“Each of those nations designated as rogue violators of human rights were also at the top of 

Washington’s hit list for regime change.” 
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The United Nations General Assembly vote on regulation of the international arms trade purports 

to be a modest step away from violence in the world, but is in fact the very opposite. The newly 

approved Arms Trade Treaty is conceived and designed as a facilitator of war by its main 

sponsor, the United States. 

At the core of the treaty is a ban on arms exports to countries that are under U.N. embargoes, or 

that are accused of promoting genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. But such 

language is only a tool of war in the hands of the U.S. The cold fact is that, since the 

establishment of the United Nations to this very day, the United States and its allies, clients and 

proxies have been the worst perpetrators of crimes against humanity. From Vietnam to East 

Timor to Guatemala to Iraq to Somalia and to Congo, the U.S. has caused the deaths of well over 

ten million people over the past 60 years.  

In the 21
st
 century, in a cruel joke on humanity, the mass murderers in Washington put on their 

“human rights” hats and declared themselves to be the international community’s protectors 

against so-called “rogue” nations. The doctrine of “humanitarian military intervention” was 

inflicted on the world. It was not coincidental that each of those nations designated as rogue 

violators of human rights were also at the top of Washington’s hit list for regime change. Haiti 

was attacked and occupied, its sovereignty stolen under the auspices of the UN, for supposedly 

“humanitarian” reasons. Libya was bombed for seven months and plunged into a race war, under 

the “humanitarian” umbrella. The Democratic Republic of Congo has lost six million people at 

the hands of U.S. humanitarian policy. Let us one day be saved from the fatal embrace of the 

humanitarian superpower, who has made human rights a weapon of mass destruction. 

“This treaty is not about limiting warfare, but about making nations into outlaws.” 

The newly minted international Arms Trade Treaty, like humanitarian warfare and that racist 

mockery of an International Criminal Court, is simply another device to strip nations targeted for 

U.S. attack of the ability to defend themselves. The immediate targets are Syria, Iran, and North 

Korea, which is why they voted against the treaty. Twenty-three other countries abstained, 

including Russia, China and India. They understand that this treaty is not about limiting warfare, 

but about making nations into outlaws, to be more easily subdued by the United States. In a 

stroke of supreme cynicism, America and its allies argued that non-state actors – like their 

jihadist proxies waging a war of terror against Syria – should not be subject to the treaty, because 

“national liberation movements” should be able to protect themselves. What shameless 

hypocrisy! The U.S. and Europe now sing the praises of national liberation movements, after 

having killed tens of millions to stifle the national aspirations of most of the world’s people. 

But, that is no more insane than Washington posing as a force for peace. Not only is the U.S. the 

top arms exporter in the world, but 8 of the top 10 war-profiteering corporations on the planet are 
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American. On the lips of U.S. presidents, arms control is bogus, human rights is a sham, and 

words of peace are actually weapons of war. 

 

 


