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Obama Made Secret Promises to Israel, Palestinians 

over Peace Talks 

 

By Jason Ditz 

July 30, 2013  

President Obama presented “letters of assurance” to the negotiating teams for both Israel and the 

Palestinian Authority today containing a series of promises with respect to US policy in an 

attempt to fuel peace talks, according to Israeli officials. 

Those familiar with the Israeli letter say that it included a pledge that the US would not support 

the 1967 borders, that the US declares Israel a permanently “Jewish state,” and that the US 

opposes any right of return to Israel, believing all refugees should settle in the future Palestinian 

state. 

All of those pledges are entirely speculative at this point, however, and what promises were 

included in the Palestinian letter are entirely a mystery, as the Obama Administration has 

declared the contents of the letters “classified” and won’t disclose what promises were actually 

made. 

Secret letters are nothing new for the US in this seemingly endless conflict, with Israeli officials 

loudly throwing a secret Bush promise that Israel would get to keep major settlement blocks 

back in Obama’s face in recent weeks. This suggests that sooner or later we’ll here what was 

promised, though it may not be until after Obama’s term in office ends. 

 

http://www.afgazad.com/
http://www.haaretz.com/misc/article-print-page/.premium-1.538858?trailingPath=2.169%2C2.216%2C2.217%2C
http://zoa.org/2005/09/102023-bush-reneges-on-promise-that-israel-retains-major-population-centers/

