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NATO is the chief executor of the so-called “War on Terror,” started in 2001 after Al Qaeda 

terrorists allegedly flew four passenger planes into various targets on America’s east coast, 

including the World Trade Towers and the Pentagon. Nearly 3,000 people died in a single day. 

The invasion of Afghanistan promptly followed based on the pretense that it was “harboring” 

members of Al Qaeda. The invasion and nearly decade-long occupation of Iraq followed shortly 

thereafter. 

Yet despite all of this, Turkey, a NATO member since the early 1950′s, appears to be guilty of 

the very crime Afghanistan was allegedly invaded and to this day still occupied for, harboring Al 

Qaeda terrorists. An army of Al Qaeda is (and has been for nearly 3 years) using southern 

Turkey as a safe-haven and staging ground for the invasion of Syria – disingenuously portrayed 

by the Western media as a “civil war.” 

http://www.afgazad.com/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tony-cartalucci


www.afgazad.com  2 afgazad@gmail.com  

 

 

Worst of all, these terrorists, literally carrying Al Qaeda’s banner into battle, are passing CIA 

outposts, US, British, and French special operations training camps, and through Western-funded 

refugee camps, on their way to commit a wide array of atrocities along and within Syria’s 

borders. 

This defies all explanations except one - the “War on Terror” is a fraud, and the very terrorists 

thousands of Western troops have died chasing across the planet, have been armed, funded, 

trained, propped up, and reconstituted by the West itself as a perpetual excuse to engage in 

global aggression, occupation, and wars of immense profit in both terms of wealth and 

geopolitical power. 

The Daily Telegraph, in its article, “Al-Qaeda recruits entering Syria from Turkey safehouses,” 

has recently reported: 

Hundreds of al-Qaeda recruits are being kept in safe houses in southern Turkey, before being 

smuggled over the border to wage “jihad” in Syria, The Daily Telegraph has learned. 

The network of hideouts is enabling a steady flow of foreign fighters – including Britons – to 

join the country’s civil war, according to some of the volunteers involved. 

These foreign jihadists have now largely eclipsed the “moderate” wing of the rebel Free Syrian 

Army, which is supported by the West. Al-Qaeda’s ability to use Turkish territory will raise 

questions about the role the Nato member is playing in Syria’s civil war. 

Turkey has backed the rebels from the beginning – and its government has been assumed to 

share the West’s concerns about al-Qaeda. But experts say there are growing fears over whether 

the Turkish authorities may have lost control of the movement of new al-Qaeda recruits – or may 

even be turning a blind eye. 

Of course, the Telegraph is plainly deceiving its readers. The use of Al Qaeda as a militant proxy 

against Syria is not an unpredictable and unfortunate result of the ongoing Syrian conflict, but 

instead a well documented Western plan exposed as early as 2007 by Pulitzer Prize-winning 

journalist, Seymour Hersh in his article, “The Redirection,” which stated (emphasis added): 

“To undermine Iran, which is predominantly Shiite, the Bush Administration has decided, in 

effect, to reconfigure its priorities in the Middle East. In Lebanon, the Administration has 
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coöperated with Saudi Arabia’s government, which is Sunni, in clandestine operations that are 

intended to weaken Hezbollah, the Shiite organization that is backed by Iran. The U.S. has also 

taken part in clandestine operations aimed at Iran and its ally Syria. A by-product of these 

activities has been the bolstering of Sunni extremist groups that espouse a militant vision of 

Islam and are hostile to America and sympathetic to Al Qaeda.” 

Clearly, the only thing NATO, Turkey, and the Western press have “lost control” of, is the 

narrative used to deceive the public. 

The CIA Not Only Watches Al Qaeda Pass, But is Clearly Arming Them 

The New York Times in their March 2013 article titled, “Arms Airlift to Syria Rebels Expands, 

With C.I.A. Aid,” admits that:  

With help from the C.I.A., Arab governments and Turkey have sharply increased their military 

aid to Syria’s opposition fighters in recent months, expanding a secret airlift of arms and 

equipment for the uprising against President Bashar al-Assad, according to air traffic data, 

interviews with officials in several countries and the accounts of rebel commanders. 

The airlift, which began on a small scale in early 2012 and continued intermittently through last 

fall, expanded into a steady and much heavier flow late last year, the data shows. It has grown to 

include more than 160 military cargo flights by Jordanian, Saudi and Qatari military-style cargo 

planes landing at Esenboga Airport near Ankara, and, to a lesser degree, at other Turkish and 

Jordanian airports. 

The New York Times piece attempts to spin America’s role in arming militants in Syria. The 

Times continues by stating:   

The American government became involved, the former American official said, in part because 

there was a sense that other states would arm the rebels anyhow. The C.I.A. role in facilitating 

the shipments, he said, gave the United States a degree of influence over the process, including 

trying to steer weapons away from Islamist groups and persuading donors to withhold portable 

antiaircraft missiles that might be used in future terrorist attacks on civilian aircraft.   

Just like the Telegraph, the Times is overtly lying to its readers. So-called “Islamists” constitute 

the summation of armed aggression against the Syrian government specifically because the plans 

outlined by Hersh in 2007 are now being executed by the CIA, within NATO-member Turkey’s 

territory, along the Turkish-Syrian border. 

Western Special Forces are Training Al Qaeda Terrorists 

In addition to the CIA, Western special forces are also operating along and within Syria’s 

borders. A June 2013 LA Times article titled, “U.S. has secretly provided arms training to Syria 

rebels since 2012,” admitted: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/25/world/middleeast/arms-airlift-to-syrian-rebels-expands-with-cia-aid.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/25/world/middleeast/arms-airlift-to-syrian-rebels-expands-with-cia-aid.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jun/21/world/la-fg-cia-syria-20130622
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jun/21/world/la-fg-cia-syria-20130622
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CIA agents and special operations troops have trained the rebels in anti-tank and antiaircraft 

weaponry in Jordan and Turkey. 

The LA Times continued: 

 CIA operatives and U.S. special operations troops have been secretly training Syrian rebels with 

anti-tank and antiaircraft weapons since late last year, months before President Obama approved 

plans to begin directly arming them, according to U.S. officials and rebel commanders. 

 The covert U.S. training at bases in Jordan and Turkey, along with Obama’s decision this month 

to supply arms and ammunition to the rebels, has raised hope among the beleaguered Syrian 

opposition that Washington ultimately will provide heavier weapons as well. So far, the rebels 

say they lack the weapons they need to regain the offensive in the country’s bitter civil war. 

Al Qaeda’s Al Nusra front has established itself on Syria’s battlefields allegedly because of its 

martial prowess, in contrast to the bumbling “moderates” allegedly trained by US special forces. 

How is it possible that the West, along with their regional partners, including Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar, are arming, funding, and admittedly training armies of “moderates,” and yet Al Qaeda has 

still managed to prevail? Who is arming, funding, and training them? The answer is simple – 

there were never any meaningful “moderates” despite ham-handed attempts by the Western 

media to insist otherwise, and the West is intentionally assisting Al Qaeda, just as was planned in 

2007. 

Thousands of Western troops have died, and are still dying in the so-called “War on Terror.” 

Many more have been maimed and/or psychologically effected. Evidence suggests that there was 

no lapse between US backing of Al Qaeda in the 1980′s in Afghanistan and today – and that even 

as US troops fought on in Iraq, the West and its partners in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Israel were 

arming and funneling terrorists into the country to fuel sectarian violence designed spec 
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