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Poroshenko warns of ‘detailed Plan B’ if Ukraine
ceasefire fails

6/23/2014

If his current proposal for a truce, which came into force on Friday, fails to bring results,
Ukraine’s newly elected president Petro Poroshenko warns he has an alternative “detailed plan”
of regaining control over south-eastern Ukraine.

“Peaceful scenario — it is our plan A,” Poroshenko said in a statement on his website. “But those
who expect to use the peace talks only to gain time to regroup, should know that we have a
detailed plan B. | am not going to talk about it now, because | believe that our peace plan will
work.”

The ceasefire in eastern Ukraine took effect on June 20 and will last until June 27, the day Kiev
plans to sign the EU Association agreement.

However, “the military will be given the right to return fire if Ukrainian army units or peaceful
civilians are attacked,” Poroshenko said in his decree. Since then, the tensions have slightly
eased in some areas, but the Ukrainian army is still using artillery and the air force in sporadic
clashes with anti-Kiev militias.

Poroshenko claims the ceasefire is designed to enable local self-defence militias to lay down
their arms and flee the country, or be destroyed. He also, while drafting the plan with Kiev-
appointed governors of the defiant regions, rejected any possibility of negotiations with
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representatives of anti-Kiev forces.

While welcoming Kiev’s ceasefire efforts, the Russian president said the current peace plan on
the table“should not take the form of an ultimatum to militia groups,” according to the Kremlin
statement. It’s not enough to just put hostilities on pause, but vital to immediately
start “constructive negotiations” to reach a viable compromise between the parties to the conflict.

“Russia notes that the proposed plan will not be viable or realistic if no practical steps are taken
to commence the negotiation process,” the statement reads, shedding doubt that it would work
as “the confrontation continues and shells from the Ukrainian side land and explode on the
Russian territory.”

Speaking to German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Francois Hollande, Putin

said he supported Poroshenko’s “intentions,” but added that the Ukrainian president’s
plan “should be reinforced by a real ceasefire."
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