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Was Ukraine’s Ministry of Interior behind the
Downing of Malaysian Airlines MH17?

Prof Michel Chossudovsky

July 18, 2014

A division of Buk missile systems of the Ukrainian Armed Forces was, according to
Pravda, deployed to the Donetsk Oblast on July 15, two days before the downing of the
Malaysian airlines MH17 flight. The Buk missile system has the capabilities of downing an
aircraft flying at 35,000 feet.

While the Pravda report remains to be confirmed, Russian Defense sources confirm the presence
of several missile batteries in the Donesk oblast operated by the Ukraine armed forces:

‘The Ukrainian military has several batteries of Buk surface-to-air missile systems with at least

27 launchers, capable of bringing down high-flying jets, in the Donetsk region where the
Malaysian passenger plane crashed, Russian Defense Ministry said”(RT, July 17, 2014)
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Of significance, the Prosecutor General of Ukraine Vitaliy Yarema confirmed that the Donesk
rebels do not have Buk or S 300 ground to air missiles which could have downed the plane.

According to the Kiev Post report: “Ukrainian prosecutor general says militants did not seize
Ukrainian air defense launchers”

Members of illegal armed units have not seized air defense launchers of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces in Donetsk, Ukrainian Prosecutor General Vitaliy Yarema said. (Kiev Post)

Yarema also confirmed that according to military sources:

“After the passenger airliner was downed, the military reported to the president that terrorists do
not have our air defense missile systems Buk and S-300,” (quoted by Itar-Tass).

This disclaimer is pro forma. It comes from official sources and can easily be reversed at a later
date as part of the propaganda campaign directed against the Donbass rebels.

Yet what appears to be contradictory in these various statements is that immediately after the
downing of MH17, an adviser to the Ukrainian Minister of Internal Affairs Mr. Anton
Gerashchenko stated categorically that the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 MH17

“had been downed by an air defense missile system Buk” (without however mentioning who was
behind the missile operation)

According to the Ukraine Interfax News Agency Anton Gerashchenko, “said on Facebook that

the plane was flying at an altitude of 33,000 feet when it was hit by a missile fired from a Buk
launcher.” According to the Strait Times:
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Mr Gerashchenko was quoted as saying: “A civilian airliner travelling from Amsterdam to Kuala

Lumpur has just been shot down by a Buk anti-aircraft system... 280 passengers and 15 crew
have been killed.”

How could he have known what type of missile system had brought down the plane? His
statement contradicts that of the Ukrainian military.
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