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CIA is training and at once combating ISIL: Former 

CIA contractor 

 
 

9/19/2014 

 

The US Central Intelligence Agency is frustrated for being asked to train the ISIL terrorist 

group and at the very same time to combat it, a former CIA contractor says. 

     

On Wednesday, the US House approved President Barack Obama’s strategy to train and arm 

“moderate” militants in Syria to tackle the threat of ISIL. The Pentagon plans to train and arm 

5,000 militants in Syria as part of the Obama administration’s long-term strategy to confront 

ISIL. 

“[T]he CIA is being faced with their current task of continuing to arm and train the rebels, which 

they’ve admitted to doing – the so-called Free Syrian Army , and at the same time being asked to 

combat the group ISIL, which it is  getting harder and harder for them to mask that it’s 

essentially the same group,” Kelley said. 

“The CIA, of course, is not stupid people. When they are asked to do this task they do it very 

well. They’ve said they have spent this time training these rebels in Jordan [and] they’re doing a 

very good job. And now they are being asked to combat these very same rebels and yet they are 

still being asked to continue with the training in Jordan. It’s almost like they know that if they 

were to try to attack ISIL, the best things to do is to probably to start with their bases in Jordan,” 

he added. 
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The ISIL terrorists, who were initially trained by the CIA in Jordan in 2012 to destabilize the 

Syrian government, control large parts of Syria's northern territory. ISIL sent its fighters into Iraq 

in June, quickly seizing large swaths of land straddling the border between the two countries. 

“One thing that should be noted is that even within the CIA, and this is something that most 

people don’t take into consideration, there are multiple factions. There’s a faction that is more 

New World Order, and there is the one that is more pro-constitution.  So there’s always going to 

be that distinction,” he stated. 

“But, I think, it’s a matter of logic. You’ve got people that are having a very hard time spinning 

the same kind of nonsense that the White House seems to be convincing them to produce every 

day and the CIA is not quite the same at lying quite so well as the White House is,” Kelley noted. 

“They [the CIA] are very openly still supporting the very same group that they are trying to 

combat, and this is why they’re showing such exasperation for being asked to combat the group 

and at the very same time feeding it with the other hand,” he concluded. 

Syria has been gripped by deadly unrest since 2011. According to reports, the United States and 

its regional allies - especially Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey - are supporting the militants 

operating inside the country. 

According to the United Nations, more than 190,000 people have been killed and millions 

displaced due to the turmoil that has gripped Syria for over three years. 
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