Olidlzd) 3 jf — o) I licaild)

o ST SO 0T g a s b o (a5 il 38 g
r‘#‘“&“ﬁ-"‘.-',/ﬂﬂ@dfﬂ Al (SIS oy (T o Ay o ead

www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com
European Languages k) sl Sk

http://news.antiwar.com/2016/01/22/pentagon-admits-to-killing-more-civilians-in-syria-strikes/print/

Pentagon Admits to Killing More Civilians in Syria
Strikes

By Jason Ditz
January 22, 2016

Though initial reports suggested that the Pentagon was going to offer a more significant number
of admissions of civilian casualties in their airstrikes against ISIS, today the Pentagon only

admitted to two more civilians killed, both Syrians, in a pair of strikes against Ragqga in July.

The strikes on July 4 and 17, according to the Pentagon statement, killed two civilians and
wounded four others. Centcom spokesman Col. Patrick Ryder insisted that ISIS was to blame for

the deaths because they operate in “populated areas.”

Col. Ryder said the current assessment is that the US strikes against ISIS have “likely” killed 16
people. This is dramatically fewer than the number reported by various human rights groups and

other observers, who have put the probable civilian death toll in the hundreds.

In addition to the CENTCOM toll, the Pentagon has confirmed two different incidents this

month alone, both against Mosul, and both of which killed a number of civilians. In each case the
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Pentagon bragged that the civilians killed were an “acceptable” number, and far fewer than if

they’d launched those attacks at different times of day.
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