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China's military is building a mysterious space station 

in Argentina 

 

 

5/24/2016 

 

China is constructing its first space tracking, telemetry, and command facility outside of its 

borders in Patagonia, Argentina, and some critics are already expressing concerns that it will be 

doing more than just looking at the stars. 

Chinese military personnel will reportedly operate the space center, although officials have 

claimed the antenna is "totally civilian, and is not operated by military personnel." While the 

official purpose of the project is to monitor the moon, others believe that it could also be used to 

intercept communications from foreign nations' satellites. 

The Diplomat points out that in 2015, the former representative of Argentina to the Arms Trade 

Treaty said the base would have a dual use. It would possess "the capacity to interfere with 

communications, electronic networks, electromagnetic systems" as well as "the capacity for 

receiving information about the launching of missiles and other space activities, including of 

drones, and movement of strategic arms. It has the capacity to collect information of enormous 

sensitivity in the eventuality of a military competition." 

What critics also say is concerning is that China has used this "peaceful use" excuse before — in 

its highly controversial annexation of islands in the South China Sea.The space station will be 

operable beginning March 2017. 
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