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Taliban claims shooting down NATO chopper in S
Afghanistan

03/28/2010

Taliban militants fighting Afghan and NATO-led troops have claimed responsibility for
shooting down a NATO helicopter that crashed in Afghanistan's southern Zabul province
on Monday morning.

Qari Yusuf Ahmadi, who claims to speak for Taliban outfit, in talks with media via
telephone from undisclosed said that militants shot down a helicopter of NATO forces in
Adghar district of Zabul province Monday morning.

NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in a press release confirmed
the crash of its helicopter, saying, "An ISAF helicopter crashed today in Zabul province
in southern Afghanistan."

The press release also noted that there were no fatalities in the incident, and all personnel
on board have been evacuated to nearby ISAF medical treatment facilities.

In the press release, the NATO-led ISAF forces also ruled out the involvement of hostile
fire in the chopper crash, adding there are no indications that it was caused by insurgent
action.

However, Deputy to Zabul provincial police chief Ghulam Jilani Khan Farahi told

Xinhua that a helicopter crashed in Adghar district Monday morning due to technical
problems but caused no loss of life.
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This was the third NATO chopper crashed in Afghanistan over the past week. Previously
two helicopters crashed in Wardak and Kunduz provinces respectively.
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