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NATO SLAUGHTER IN TRIPOLI: "Operation
Mermaid Dawn'' Signals Assault by Rebels' Al Qaeda
Death Squads

by Thierry Meyssan
8/21/2011

Tripoli, Libya, Aug. 22, 2011, 1 AM CET- On Saturday evening, at 8pm, when the hour of Iftar
marked the breaking of the Ramadan fast, the NATO command launched its “Operation
Mermaid Dawn” against Libya.

The Sirens were the loudspeakers of the mosques, which were used to launch Al Qaeda’s call to
revolt against the Qaddafi government. Immediately the sleeper cells of the Benghazi rebels went
into action. These were small groups with great mobility, which carried out multiple attacks. The
overnight fighting caused 350 deaths and 3,000 wounded.

The situation calmed somewhat on Sunday during the course of the day.

Then, a NATO warship sailed up and anchored just off the shore at Tripoli, delivering heavy
weapons and debarking Al Qaeda jihadi forces, which were led by NATO officers.

Fighting stared again during the night. There were intense firefights. NATO drones and aircraft

kept bombing in all directions. NATO helicopters strafed civilians in the streets with machine
guns to open the way for the jihadis.
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In the evening, a motorcade of official cars carrying top government figures came under attack.
The convoy fled to the Hotel Rixos, where the foreign press is based. NATO did not dare to
bomb the hotel because they wanted to avoid killing the journalists. Nevertheless the hotel,
which is where I am staying, is now under heavy fire.

At 11:30pm, the Health Minister had to announce that the hospitals were full to overflowing. On
Sunday evening, there had been 1300 additional dead and 5,000 wounded.

NATO had been charged by the UN Security Council with protecting civilians in Libya. In
reality, France and Great Britain have just re-started their colonial massacres.

At lam, Khamis Qaddafi came to the Rixos Hotel personally to deliver weapons for the defense
of the hotel. He then left. There is now heavy fighting all around the hotel.
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