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US Casualties in Afghanistan Soar in Last Two Years

By John Glaser
December 3, 2011
In over a decade of war in Afghanistan, about half of all Americans killed in action and two

thirds of those wounded have done so in 2010 and 2011, according to a Congressional Research
Service report.

At the time the report was published on November 16, 1,723 Americans had died for the war in

Afghanistan and 14,837 had been wounded. In just the past two years, 890 have been killed and
10,060 have been wounded.

Figure |.American Casualties by Year Through November 16,2011
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Source: Created by CRS based on data from ULS. Department of Defense, Statistical Information Analysis
Division, httpe//siadapp.dmdc.osd millpersonnel/CASUALTY /oefmonth.pdf.
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The figures serve as a stark illustration that President Barack Obama’s decision to surge troops
and double down on the war in 2009 has not been a success. Assurances from administration
officials and military leaders that the war effort is seeing positive results seem to be belied by the
dramatic rise in American casualties for elusive gains.

The report also offers figures of civilian casualties in Afghanistan, which it says should be
thought of as “guideposts rather than as statements of fact” given the unreliability of estimates.
Attempts to measure Afghan civilian casualties did not even begin until 2007, but since then the
number killed and wounded as a result of the war — at least those that have been reported — is
approximately 21,844, according to the report (11,007 killed and 10, 837 wounded).
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